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We’ve Been Busy - Look What’s Happened in Just 6 Months!
PVLD Holiday
Float captures 1st
place again page 14
PFL Annual Meeting elects new board
and reports to members - pages 2, 11-12

Volunteers celebrated at
luncheon - pages 8-9

The Powers Family Patio at
Miraleste is opened - page 8

Ruby Hale Field
Legacy Society
welcomes
Charter Members
pages 4-5

4th Annual PFL Gala is
another hit - pages 8, 15

Reception honors PFL life members
and major donors - page 10
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already in each phase of her responsibility. Loretta
has 20 years experience and knows the community.

From the PFL Pres . . .

To All Our Valued Friends Members:

•

Book Sales were more than $200,000.

Your membership in the Friends is very
important to the PV Library because
your dues and especially your extra
donations enable us to provide the
financial support to the library which is
so important to them.
For instance, your support
enabled the library to provide an average of more than
four programs or events per day for the month of May!
Computers and software are other items largely being
supported by the Friends along with new library
materials.

•

Books for Troops exceeded 100,000 books during
2012, its 9th year of operation. And thanks go to
Gene Roeder, Pat Foltz and all the others whose
donations covered the shipping costs.

•

Gene Roeder accepted an award from “Operation
Paperback”, the sponsoring organization for books
for our troops, on behalf of our program. They
noted our organization as #1 in the nation and way
ahead of the second organization providing books
for troops. (See article on page 7)

As you can see from the various articles and pictures in
this newsletter we do have fun too. The Gala was a
huge success and enjoyed by a capacity group of
supporters. Our awards luncheon enabled us to thank
all the library volunteers for their hundreds of hours of
work.

•

Thank you for your continuing support of the Palos
Verdes Library through your membership and donations
to the Friends of the Library.

“The Living Library” Gala in March of 2012 was a sell
out and a huge success both for participants and for
the Friends.
It was co-chaired by Francine
Dominique and Jim Gamble who return in 2013 to
lead the Gala Committee for the March 9, Midnight
in PV, event based on the “Midnight in Paris” movie.
(See article and photos of 2013 Gala on pages 8 and
15)

•

May the joy of your summer be enhanced by reading
your favorite books.
Jane Jones
President

At Malaga Cove – Jane Hall gave a large donation
for Malaga Cove Library and dedicated it to
recognition of the first librarian in Palos Verdes,
Agnes McMillan.

•

At Miraleste – Currently, an outside patio is being
built for persons of all ages and their activities, such
as story times, relaxing time after school and
comfortable chairs for adults to read or enjoy the
beautiful view.

•

A Life Members and Sponsors recognition reception
was held at Malaga Cove Library to show our
appreciation for their generosity.

•

One Book One Peninsula with Steve Lopez’s The
Soloist presentation was preceded by a private
luncheon with Mr. Lopez and members of the
Friends at the lovely home of Marion Ruth.

•

This year the Friends board created the first
strategic plan: to pursue major gifts and grants and
to increase the endowment fund; to provide fund
raising training for the board; to increase
membership in the Friends; and to promote
camaraderie and friendship among the directors.

Report on the
Peninsula Friends
Annual Meeting and
Election of Directors

The annual meeting of the Peninsula Friends of the
Library was held in the Community Room of the
Peninsula Center Library on December 6 at 4:35 pm.

PFL President Reviews 2012 Achievements
The first order of business was a review of 2012
accomplishments by Friends president Jane Jones who
itemized the most significant achievements of the past
year as follows:
•

Director of Development Loretta Patterson joined
the Friends in September with significant results

continued on page 11
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and obtain the satisfaction of helping your favorite
charity.

Charitable Giving
with a Tax Twist

There are a number of benefits for making a charitable
distribution directly from your IRA:
- Income tax on the distribution is avoided even if
you do not itemize deductions.
- The distribution does not increase your adjusted
gross income (AGI) for purposes of reducing
itemized deductions, nor does it limit deductible
medical expenses or miscellaneous itemized
deductions nor increase taxation of your Social
Security benefits.

Attention Retirees Over Age 70½ with an IRA
When was the last time you watched your grandchild
run full speed into the children’s section at Malaga Cove
Library? As they tore through the multitude of
children’s books and toys and shared their findings with
the child next to them, you too were overwhelmed with
the nostalgia of your own childlike curiosity. It is this
shared curiosity that emanates from each of the
libraries within the Palos Verdes Library District and has
evolved with each passing generation as a common
ground that time cannot corrupt.

Certain requirements need to be met in order for a
distribution to be considered a Qualified Charitable
Distribution:
- Must come from an IRA.
- SEP or SIMPLE IRAs and Qualified plans such as
401(k)s are not eligible.
- Must be age 70 ½ or older by the date of
distribution.
- The distribution must go directly from the IRA to
the charity.
- Receiving charity can be any qualified non-profit
other than a donor advised fund or certain private
foundations.

The Palos Verdes Library has been serving the residents
of the Peninsula since 1926. With over 40,000 active
card holders and more than 615,000 grandparents,
parents and children using the libraries, the three active
branches and the Annex within the Palos Verdes Library
District continue to be an integral part of life on the
Peninsula.
The continued success and shared experiences of the
district are due in large part to the generosity of the
charitably-inclined individuals, families and businesses
that have provided gifts to the PV Library District in all
forms, financial and non-financial alike. It is this support
that has allowed for improvements and restoration of
the historic Malaga Cove Plaza Library and the new
patio at Miraleste Library. Donors leave evidence of
their generosity through naming rights which range
from a single book, to a book shelf, to their name on an
entire building.

Consult your financial advisor or CPA to see if utilizing
the Qualified Charitable Distribution provision makes
sense for you. Obtain the satisfaction of helping your
favorite charities while satisfying your required
minimum distribution and minimizing your tax
exposure.
The Peninsula Friends of the Library are grateful for the
continued support of our donors. We strive to continue
the evolution of our curiosity and share it with those we
love. Always remember….only the curious have
something to find.

Being a part of history is precisely why both previous
and potential donors over the age of 70 ½ should be
aware of a special tax break for charitably-inclined
individuals that can help provide support to the PV
Library District or another favorite charity and lower
their tax bill at the same time. This provision is known
as the “Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD.

Submitted by Mark Boujikian, RP®
Harris Financial Advisors Inc.
Director, Peninsula Friends of the Library

The American Taxpayer Relief Act (ATRA) of 2012
reinstated QCDs through 2013. With this provision, IRA
owners over the age of 70 ½ can donate up to $100,000
from their IRA directly to a qualified charity without
triggering any federal income tax. Essentially, you can
exclude any IRA funds transferred outright to a qualified
charity from your taxable income. The distribution will
help you to satisfy your required minimum distribution

Photo of the
Kansas City
Library Facade
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Friends Establishes the
Ruby Hale Field
Legacy Society

Welcome to the First
Official Members of the
Ruby Hale Field
Legacy Society

The Peninsula Friends of
the Library is pleased to
announce
the
establishment of the
Ruby Hale Field Legacy
Society.
Named for
Ruby Hale Field, the first
person we know of to
make a planned gift
through her estate to
the Palos Verdes Library
District. Ruby lived to
be 100 years old and
accomplished enough to fill a dozen lifetimes. Ruby
knew the importance of planning for the future and by
her actions provided a legacy that is still strong today.

Bernard and Faye Pipkin have been residents of Palos
Verdes Estates
since 1962 and
have
been
regular library
patrons for as
long. Barney
and Faye have
made
the
decision
to
include
the
Palos Verdes
Library District
in their estate
plans. “We want to show our gratitude for the
wonderful jewel the Library has become in our lives and
in the lives of our children”, said Faye.

The Ruby Hale Field Legacy Society is open to donors
who wish to ensure the future of the Palos Verdes
Library District by leaving a legacy through a planned
gift, such as a bequest, testamentary trust, life income
trust, life insurance policy or some other planned gift.

Born in Los Angeles, Barney is a 5th generation
Californian. His family has Spanish land grant roots,
with such names as Vejar, Yorba and Palomares. He is
an alumnus of Los Angeles High School and the
University of Southern California. He obtained his PhD
from the College of Mines at the University of Arizona.
After a successful career as a consultant in geologic
hazards evaluation, he returned to the University of
Southern California as a professor and is now Emeritus.
An active retirement involved lecturing aboard cruise
ships for 20 years, with Faye accompanying him often as
hostess to Trojan Travelers.
Now, retired from
lecturing, Barney enjoys the comforts of home, playing
golf, tennis and traveling.

As a member of the Ruby Hale Field Legacy Society your
gift will support our Endowment Fund and ensure that
future generations of readers and learners continue to
have access to all the benefits of a first class library.
Through a planned gift, you may be able to make a
greater philanthropic impact than you might have
thought possible. You do not have to choose between
leaving a gift to your family or to the Friends of the
Library. You can do both through careful planning.
If you have already included Friends of the Library in
your estate plans and would like to become a member
of the Legacy Society, please let us know by contacting
Loretta Patterson at lpatterson@pvldfriends.org or by
calling 310-921-7505.
All inquiries will be kept
confidential.

Faye Taylor Pipkin hails from an old ranching family in
Arizona. Faye attended Stephens College and received
her degree in Education from USC. That is where she
and Barney met. After graduating, Faye taught in the
Palos Verdes School District for four years before
starting their family. They have three adult children and
five busy and active grandchildren who are the most
important part of their lives.

“If you would not be forgotten as soon as
you are dead, either write something
worth reading or do something worth
writing about.”
Benjamin Franklin

The Friends are thrilled to honor Bernard and Faye
Pipkin as the first Ruby Hale Field Legacy members.
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Trustee Davenport Joins
the Legacy Society

Libraries have always been important to Connie
Davenport - from summer reading in the wonderful old
paneled Children’s Room at the Pasadena Public Library,
to working as a page at the Altadena Public Library
during high school and college years, to a career in
Information Management, to now being a trustee of the
Palos Verdes Library District.

Legacy Society charter member Connie Davenport
pictured above with her grandchildren Allison and
Andrew Major.

After graduating from Smith College, the inspirational
leadership of Lawrence Clark Powell drew Connie to the
UCLA Graduate School of Library and Information
Science where she received her M.L.S. in 1963. She
says, “Most of my career in libraries was in corporate
Information Centers using my information management
skills in non-traditional ways. I was so lucky to see firsthand the exciting time of vast changes in information
retrieval and delivery.” It was a gratifying career of
more than 30 years. After retirement, it seemed
natural for her to begin volunteering with PVLD. Over
these last fourteen years, the high points have been the
few months as Interim District Director and the last
seven and a half years as Trustee. Both of these were
times of getting to know the District in depth.

Legends in Our Time

In March, the Affinity Group of the South
Bay/Harbor/Long Beach Volunteer Center announced
their 2013 “Legends in Our Time” awardees for
exemplary volunteering in the community. They were
celebrated in May at a luncheon at the Yellow Vase in
Malaga Cove Plaza.
The 2013 Legends pictured below are:
Janet Smith, who has given more than 40 years of
volunteer service to our community, and was a PVLD
trustee from 1985 to 1997.

As she leaves the Board of Library Trustees, Connie has
included the PVLD in her estate plan to affirm her belief
in the District. As a trustee, she is very proud of the
way the District has embraced the revolution in
information gathering and delivery and has responded
to the new and changing needs of the community. She
has seen the District become ‘One District’, not three
separate libraries, with an exceptional staff, a team
management philosophy and a strong management and
financial structure.

Jane Jones, who has been the PFL board president since
2009, has been a PVLD volunteer since 1993 and also
served 8 years as a library trustee, 3 of which were as
board president.
Also named as Legends were Anita Javitt, a long-time
library volunteer, and Dorothy Lay.

Palos Verdes has been Connie’s home since 1972. She
raised her children here and the whole family used the
library over many years. She feels that her Legacy
Society gift will help to ensure that the District can
continue its outstanding service and continue to enrich
life in our community for many years to come.

If you’d like more information about the Ruby
Hale Field Legacy Society, please contact PFL
Development Director Loretta Patterson at
lpatterson@pvld.org or 310-921-7505

Pictured left to right: Janet Smith, Anita Javitt, Jane
Jones and Dorothy Lay
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History books include Peninsula Past:
the Complicated Birth of Paradise, by
Betty Lukas and Marjeanne Blinn, Time
and the Terraced Land
by Augusta Fink, The
Palos Verdes Story by
Delane Morgan as well
as Rancho Palos Verdes by Ginger
Garnett Clark and Palos Verdes Estates
by John Phillips.

Books of Local Authors
Sold in Library Gift Shop

Palos Verdes is fortunate to have many authors living
and working in our neighborhood. The Library Shop,
managed by Aileen Hoy, stocks new books by local
authors in addition to the used books most people are
aware of. Here is a quick look at just a few of the
authors featured in the shop.

The Outdoor Guide to the Palos Verdes
Peninsula by Bradley Denton has maps
and descriptions of hiking, biking and
equestrian trails, as does Exploring the
Palos Verdes Peninsula: A Driving Tour
and Walks written by Barbara Dye and
published by the Palos Verdes Land
Conservancy.

Alan Cook writes mystery/suspense
novels, including his latest, Dangerous
Wind, a thriller that takes place on all
seven continents. He has also recently
published a young adult book, Dancing
with Bulls, beautifully
illustrated by Janelle
Carbajal, which takes place on the island
of Crete almost 4,000 years ago.

Don Gales wrote Handbook of
Wildflowers, Weeds, Wildlife and
Weather. This book has been popular
for years.

Alan is in charge of stocking the books of
local authors in the gift shop. If you
don’t see the author or book you’re
looking for, call him at 310-375-8983 or email him at
alcook@sprintmail.com.

Whether
you’re
looking for books about Palos
Verdes or just books by Palos
Verdes authors, you’ll find them
at the library gift shop. Stop by
soon and see everything that’s
available. The Library Shop is normally
open during regular library hours.

Jean Shriver is a children’s book author whose latest
book is The Einstein Solution. Albert Einstein is a
character in the book that takes place during the time
of Jean’s youth.
Mary Jo Hazard has written two
popular books about our beloved
peacocks, The Peacocks of Palos
Verdes and Palo’s World: Adventures
of a Palos Verdes Peacock.

If you enjoy helping library patrons select special gifts
from the unique and often one-of-a-kind gifts from
around the world that the shop carries, we’d like to
hear from you. The Library Shop is always in need of
volunteers. There are a number of interesting jobs and
work times are flexible to fit your schedule.

Prolific author Angi Ma Wong wrote
Reggie the L.A. Gator, a “true” story
about our local alligator, among
other books.

Our Library Shop needs You!
Become a Library Shop volunteer and work
with a great group of people.

We also carry Adventures in Darkness, by well-known
Palos Verdes resident Tom Sullivan.

If you can spare 2 to 3 hours a week or even once
in a while, please consider working in our Shop.

In addition, we stock many books
about Palos Verdes: picture books,
history books, hiking trail books.

Call Betty Mullen, Shop Volunteer Chair,
310-378-4803 to learn more about the many
opportunities to help the Library Shop continue
its 35 year history of support for PVLD.

Mary Donovan’s stunning photographs,
in A Special Place and Our Peninsula, are
always favorites.
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Books for Troops developed out of the successful Used
Book Sales conducted by the Friends of the Library at
the three Peninsula libraries. Money raised in the Used
Book Sales is used by the Friends to fund specific library
programs and materials, such as Sunday hours at
Peninsula Center Library, the Teen Center, and many
other programs.

PFL Books for Troops:
#1 in Nation

Operation Paperback recently honored Peninsula
Friends of the Library member and volunteer Gene
Roeder for his exemplary work with the Friends Books
for Troops Program. Roeder received a letter of
commendation and a plaque commemorating more
than 100,000 paperbacks sent to our troops from the
program’s inception in 2004 to 2012.

For more information about the Books for Troops
program, the used book sales, the Peninsula Friends of
the Library, or to volunteer, please call 310-377-9584,
ext. 251, or visit www.pvldfriends.org.

Roeder, who coordinates Books for Troops, has worked
with volunteer Pat Foltz from the beginning of the
program. He is also the Chair of the Used Book Sales for
the Friends. All the books sent out for Books for Troops
are donations to the Used Book Sales. In the first year
of operation, 79 boxes were sent to troops in various
locations. In 2011, 406 boxes were sent. To date, 2,465
boxes have been mailed to troops in 29 countries, four
fleet locations and the USO at LAX. Recently, boxes
have also been sent to veteran’s homes and hospitals.
The cost of shipping the hundreds of boxes of books is
expensive but thanks to the generosity of the
community, postage is funded by donations earmarked
specifically for the Books for Troops program.

Article by Nancy Mahr
Photo by Fran Pullara

Hundreds of messages of thanks have come from
individual soldiers, sailors, marines, unit commanders,
chaplains, hospital units and even the Red Cross.
Roeder and Foltz have filled two large binders with
letters, notes and photos received.

Sales of Peninsula Past
Exceed Expectations

“You can’t know how comforting it is to know that
people, complete strangers even, care enough to take
the time to send us a small reminder we haven’t been
forgotten,” one letter said.

Just one year ago, Betty Lukas and
Marjeanne Blinn introduced their work,
Peninsula Past, at the annual meeting
of the Peninsula Friends of the Library.
At this year’s annual PFL meeting, Jane
Jones announced that book sales have
totally paid for publication costs and
are now turning a profit for PFL which published it.

Another said, “It’s hard being away from family, loved
ones, and friends, while serving in a foreign land. The
support and packages that contain simple items, like
candy and reading materials, make it a little easier for
us to bear the separation.”

Copies will remain available at all three libraries as well
as in the Library Shop. It makes a great gift particularly
for someone new to the Peninsula.

And finally, “It’s nice to sometimes block out the chaos
that surrounds us and get lost in a good book.”

“The three most important documents
a free society gives are a birth
certificate, a passport and a library
card.”
E. L. Doctorow

These are just a sample of the sentiments expressed
but, if you drop by the Used Book Sale at the Malaga
Cove Library on the third weekend of each month, ask
to see the book filled with thank you letters from the
grateful recipients.
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It Was OO-LA-LA!
Friends Host 4th Gala

Volunteers Recognized at
Annual Luncheon

The Friends celebrated PFL and PVLD volunteers at a
luncheon held May 14 at the Palos Verdes Golf Club. In
attendance were more than one hundred volunteers.
Volunteers provide a great contribution to the
achievement of the strategic goals of both our libraries
and the Friends organization. The work of our
volunteers is vital and greatly appreciated as was
evident by the number of Trustees, board members and
staffers on hand for the celebration. (See photos from
Volunteer Luncheon on page 9)

Peninsula Friends of the Library transported guests to
Paris circa 1920 for the 4th Annual Gala “Midnight in
PV”, Saturday, March 9, 2013 from 6:00pm to 10:00pm
at the Peninsula Center Library.
Attendees visited Moulin Rouge - filled with jazz
musicians, can-can and tap dancers, walked down a
Parisian street complete with a bookstore and flower
shop and even did a little shopping in a French flea
market all without having to leave the South Bay.
“Midnight in PV” also featured a silent auction, local
restaurants, no-host bar and dancing.

Miraleste Patio Dedicated

“The event was a lot of fun! For people who may not
have visited the library in a while it was a great chance
to see how we've changed with the times and people
love that they can let loose and make some noise,” said
Kathy Gould, Palos Verdes Library District Director.

On a beautiful March afternoon, the Friends hosted a
dedication of the new Powers Family Patio at Miraliste
Library. More than 40 attended the dedication at which
District Director Kathy Gould and Jane Jones, PFL
President, thanked lead donor Tamara Powers and all
the individuals and families that contributed to the
project.
Called the
Powers Family Patio, a
brass plaque honors lead
donor Tamara Powers
and her daughters Alex
and Eliza.

And that they did! This year’s Gala was the most
successful yet. Co-chaired by Francine Dominique and
Jim Gamble, many of the event organizers included
repeaters from the prior year’s event.
Glenous Absmeier, Charles Crouse, Connie Davenport,
Patricia Foltz, Melissa Griswold, John Heath, James Lin,
Nancy Mahr, Bill Roberts, Jean Rodgers, Diane Scott,
Fran Wielin and CC Yu worked tirelessly to make this
year’s Gala a resounding success. Also serving on the
2013 Gala committee were: PVLD Director Kathy Gould,
PFL president Jane Jones, PFL Director of Development
Loretta Patterson and Charlie Trujillo, PFL Development
Assistant.

With sweeping views of
the San Pedro Harbor,
the large patio is nestled
in greenery, protected
from the sun by a canopy and has several tables so that
the always-busy Miraleste Library’s patrons can take
advantage of the extra space when the weather is good.

Thanks to everyone who attended the Gala and
supported the auction, we raised over $53,000.
By Melissa Griswold

See
more
Gala
photos
on
page
15
Trustees Debby Stegura, Jim Moore, Connie Davenport
and Fran Wielin (board president) with librarian Eve
Wittemyer and honoree Tamara Powers
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PFL Celebrates Volunteers

Photos by Fran Pullara and Marion Martelli
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reading fun, cool
prizes,
special
events and funny
riddles to
the
community
all
summer long. Visit
the library this
summer and find
out why Reading is
So Delicious!

Summer Reading Program
“Reading is So Delicious!”
begins June 1st!

The 2013 Summer Reading Program theme is “Reading
is so Delicious!” It’s an appropriate theme because
reading, like eating healthy, tasty foods, is as enjoyable
as it is good for a person. Summer is the time when kids
can relax and simply enjoy a story, read some funny
riddles, or dig into some nonfiction to learn about a
topic they love. With no tests, book reports, or
dioramas required, kids are reminded of the fun of
reading – a crucial development in a child’s reading life.
Just as important, reading over the summer also helps
school age children maintain and improve their reading
skills over the long summer months.

By Laura Henry,
PVLD Young
Readers Manager

Life Members Honored

The Friends hosted a reception to honor PFL life
members and major donors on Sunday, April 28, at the
Peninsula Center Library. The staff lounge was festively
decorated and an elaborate array of hors d’oevres and
desserts was prepared by Pat Foltz who hosted with an
able assist from Loretta Paterson.

Last year, over 3600 children and teens joined the
program. School age children and even preschoolers
and babies keep track of the number of minutes they
read or listen to and earn patches, similar to a boy scout
badge, but unique to PVLD. Teens love to join too,
because instead of patches, they earn Amazon gift
cards, so they can get more of their favorite books.
Parents love the program too, enjoying the closeness of
reading to their children and seeing their excitement
over earning their first patch. Parents also love the
exciting weekly events each branch offers in June, July
and August. Our activities this year feature amazing
magicians, hilarious jugglers, music, crafts and plenty of
fun with books, reading and even food!
Kids of all ages have fun with another component of the
program: PVLD’s famous Riddle of the Week. In
summer, children coming to the library can solve a
riddle using a secret code and get a small prize. The
Riddle of the Week is designed so that preschoolers and
older kids have fun while they improve their reading
skills or early literacy skills.
No one is too young or too old to enjoy books and
reading at the library. PVLD offers special summer
reading programs, prizes and events for grown ups too!
There are some amazing events scheduled for the
summer months.
The Summer Reading Program at PVLD runs from June
1st to August 23rd, one of the longest library reading
programs in the South Bay. It is thanks to the Peninsula
Friends of the Library, that PVLD is able to offer exciting

Photos by Fran Pullara
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invested in the Vanguard S&P 500 Index Fund. The
remaining 38% is in fixed income investments, i.e.
the Vanguard Short-Term Investment Grade Fund
(Fund 539). Through its first five months, the total
return on the Endowment Fund was 4% ($12,547).

Report on PFL
Annual Meeting

continued from page 2

•

The Friends Mission Statement was also updated to
properly reflect the organization’s mission.

For the eleven months ending November 30, the total
dollar return in the operating funds was $66,250. Over
the last three years, the operating fund investments
have generated a return of $157,000.

The Mission of Peninsula Friends of the Library
is to raise funds to support the Palos Verdes
Library District and to build community
awareness and enthusiasm for PVLD services,
programs and needs.
•

The PFL investment returns have been considerably
higher than what is available in Money Market Funds (a
paltry .03%) and U.S. Treasury Bills (.2%).

Finally, the Peninsula Center Library Conference
Room was dedicated to Ted Paulson who passed
away a year ago after many years of service to the
Friends and the Library. He served as president of
the PFL board and also as a trustee of PVLD.

PVLD Director Report
Kathy Gould was pleased to inform the membership
that after a few difficult years, PVLD has come through
very well with cost management and stepped up
support from the Friends with enhancements
continuing at all 3 libraries.

Treasurer’s Report
Alan Kennan provided an update on PFL finances as of
the end of October at which time total assets on the
balance sheet were $1,400,000 with no liabilities except
for funds dedicated to PVLD.

At Miraleste - The Children’s Mural was dedicated this
year and the Patio is nearing completion and will have
its grand opening in January.
At Malaga Cove - The reproductions of the 1930 lighting
for the library have arrived and are being installed. The
refurbishing of the stairwells is beginning and the final
design of the main reading room is being addressed.

Assets are held in five equity accounts. Two of these
are rainy day funds, $300,000 for PVLD annual support
and $225,000 for PFL operations. There is $325,000 in
the PFL Endowment Fund, $541,000 in PVLD Capital
Projects and $10,000 in Books for Troops.

At Peninsula Center - The re-organization continues,
and the last remaining repairs are being done. The staff
and public computers are being upgraded and
technological improvements continue with our wi-fi,
hotspot controllers and the availability of Chromebooks.

Alan also reported that the PFL Annual Audit will be
completed and presented to the PFL board in January.

Investment Report
Chair Dick Lohrer provided a report on PFL investments
as of the end of November at which date PFL had
$1,304,000 in investment assets.

The new “One District Model” with all 3 locations
getting the collections to where they are used has
helped to cut labor cost.

In 2012, the board took two significant actions with PFL
investments.
1) On March 1, PFL operating funds totaling $400,000
were invested in the Vanguard High Yield Corporate
Fund (Fund 529). This fund has produced a total
return of 14.1% ($32,000). Other PFL operating
funds were kept in the Vanguard Short Term
Investment Grade Fund (Fund 539) where they
produced a return of 4.9% ($33,800).

We had our first ever “Author Faire” which was
successful and will become an annual event.
The Gala was again held in the Library. Its success will
be repeated this year with “Midnight in PV” on
Saturday, March 9.
The Library continues to be actively involved in the
community becoming community partners with the
schools, engaging Marymount College, the PVP Land
Conservancy and PV Art Center and PFL in our “One
Book, One Peninsula” event.

2) On June 30, the PFL Board approved transferring
$300,000 from the operating funds into the
Endowment Fund. 62% of the Endowment Fund is

continued on page 12
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procedures. As vp she was also responsible for the
Governance committee which she established and
chaired as an enthusiastic leader. She was instrumental
in establishing the role and importance of governance
and ensuring the committee was productive - delivering
a board director manual in just twelve months.

Report on PFL
Annual Meeting

continued from page 11

The Library is working towards a resolution with the
owner of the Village Shopping Center property that will
be beneficial for the center, the library and the
community.

Cindy Miller – Cindy joined the Friends board in 2011
and served as Events chair during her first year on the
board. For the past year, Cindy served as Membership
chair working hard to provide the necessary outreach to
attract new members. Cindy will also be remembered
for her many years as a PVLD librarian which, no doubt,
gave her insightful knowledge about the Friends
organization prior to her joining the board.

Finally, the Library now has more than 5000 audio
books to benefit the homebound of our community.

Election of PFL Directors
In the absence of vp Kathryn Forte, who served as
Governance Chair and headed the Nominating
Committee, President Jane Jones presented the slate of
officers for the January to December 2013 term. With
no nominations from the floor, the slate was accepted.

Lois Moore – Lois returned to the PFL board in 2012
after a long previous tenure as a PFL director and even
serving as PFL president. As Events chair during 2012,
she was responsible for planning and hosting a number
of PFL events as well as providing “goodies” for the
board meetings. Apparently serving up a successful
party is an easy task for this experienced lady. We
regret that Lois, though re-elected to the 2013 board, is
unable to serve.

PFL Directors are: Glenous Absmeier, Lisa Augustine,
Jane Jones, Alan Kennan, Kaaren Lee, Dick Lohrer,
Nancy Mahr, Marion Martelli, Lloyd Mistele, Dick Moe,
Fran Pullara and Bill Roberts. (See article on page 13)
Retiring Directors Jimi Andersen, Kathryn Forte, Cindy
Miller, Gene Roeder and CC Yu were recognized for
their service on the Friends board as well as their
continued support and service to the Library district.
(See article on this page)

Marlin More – Marlin was on the board for a short time
during 2012 before health concerns forced her to resign
her position. During the months she was a PFL director,
she served as Human Relations chair and it was during
this period that we recruited our new PFL Director of
Development. Marlin also served on the Governance
committee, proofread the Friends newsletter and was a
joy to work with.

With no other business to conduct, the meeting was
adjourned at 5:35 pm.
Summarized from Minutes prepared by Jimi Andersen

Gene Roeder – When the name Gene Roeder is
mentioned, everyone thinks “books”. After all, Gene
has worked in books sales and Books for Troops for
many years. But, Gene is so much more than just
books. He started the internet book sales program and
served many years on the PFL board including as PFL
president, chair of the Nominating committee, member
of the Audit committee and, of course, Book Sales chair.
Gene was always ready, willing and very able to fulfill
his responsibilities and offer valuable suggestions
resulting from his extensive service to the Friends.

Retiring PFL Directors
Jimi Andersen – For her year on the Board, Jimi was
selected by her peers for the role of PFL secretary. She
was conscientious in recording board business and
ensured that meetings stayed on agenda and nothing
was overlooked.
Her meeting minutes were
informative and timely.
Her participation and
contributions to discussion topics will be missed.

Cc Yu – Cc’s prime interest is promoting the library for
children. Her interaction with PVLD during her past
year of service has helped to make more programs and
activities available for our community children.
Personal matters have made it impossible for her to
serve in 2013 but her intention is to return to the board
next year.

Kathryn Forte – Kathryn only served on the PFL board
for one year but had previously been a Trustee of PVLD
so she was already very knowledgeable about our
library district. Kathryn’s extensive previous experience
made her well prepared to make significant
contributions to board effectiveness, policies and
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member of the boards of directors of League of Women
Voters California and national; secretary of California
Association of Library Trustees and Commissioners; past
trustee and president Palos Verdes Library District;
board member and program book editor Peninsula
Symphony Association; past publicity and public policy
chair AAUW/Palos Verdes; member public policy
committee for AAUW California, member of PFL board
since 2012, elected as secretary of the board in 2013.

The 2013 PFL Board

Members of the PFL board are active in their
community and fill many needs beyond their service to
the Friends and PVLD.
Glenous Absmeier – Founding member, past president,
board member of The Affinity Group of the Volunteer
Center; board member of the Palos Verdes Coordinating
Council; life member and former board member of the
South Bay Botanical Garden; member of the PFL Gala
committee and member of PFL board since 2002.

Marion Martelli – Former newsletter editor, vp
programs and president of South Bay Chapter and past
corporate board member and vp programs for Women
in Management; past board member of RSVP and of
The Volunteer Center; board member, volunteer and
immediate past president of Harbor Interfaith Services;
board member, newsletter editor and Readers Theater
member of AAUW/Palos Verdes and former editor of
AAUW-CA state newsletter and past member of state
program and communication committees; joined PFL
board in 2010 as newsletter editor; elected vp in 2013.

Lisa Augustine – Member of the Palos Verdes Peninsula
High School Athletic Board; Cub Scout leader and room
parent; member of PFL board since 2012.
Mark Boujikian – Mark relocated here in July to work
with Harris Financial Advisors and married his best
friend Caitlin in October. They hope to make an impact
volunteering in the community. Mark has already
joined the Volunteer Center. He was appointed to the
PFL board in 2013 to fill the vacancy of Lois More.

Lloyd Mistele – Former treasurer on board of directors
of Rainbow Services; past board chair for Toyota
Federal Credit Union; finance and golf committee
member on Board of Managers for Torrance YMCA;
board member of Western Federal Credit Union; joined
PFL board for 2013 term.

Jane Jones – Founder and past president of Friends of
Friendship Park; former PVLD docent and greeter; past
member of Miraliste Library Advisory Committee; past
PVLD Trustee; member of Chorusliners support group of
Norris Theater; member of The Affinity Group of the
Volunteer Center and a 2013 Legend; board member
and past vp of Peninsula Symphony; member of
AAUW/Palos Verdes and Readers Theater; member of
PFL board since 2008; president of PFL since 2009.

Dick Moe – Norris Theater board of directors and major
annual fundraiser; leadership role in expansion of Norris
Pavilion and Learning Center; currently acting manager
of Norris Center absent a business manager; assisting
Peninsula Seniors in acquiring new program facilities.

Alan Kennan – Member of PFL board and Treasurer
since 2008. Alan still works full time as an Accounting
professional and limits his volunteer service to PFL.

Fran Pullara – Past volunteer and first parish council
president at St. Catherine Laboure Church in Torrance;
former executive director for the Catholic Lawyers of
Los Angeles; joined PFL board in 2008 and continues to
serve as PFL Communications Chair.

Kaaren Lee – Past committee chair for Cub Scouts; past
membership chair and president of the Palos Verdes
Junior Women’s Club; elected to PFL board as of 2013.

Bill Roberts – Member of St Paul’s Lutheran Church
since 1965 and current church council vp; past PVLD
trustee and PFL assistant treasurer; current Gala
treasurer; begins second term on PFL board in 2013.

Dick Lohrer – Past president of Community Helpline;
endowment committee chair and board member for
Palos Verdes Art Center; chair and endowment
committee of South Coast Interfaith Council; member of
investment committee of Palos Verdes Homeowners;
member of PFL board and investment chair since 2005.

New Board Member Appointed
At the June meeting, the PFL board approved the
appointment of Gail Tierney as a new PFL director to
serve the remainder of the 2013 term. As a field deputy
for Los Angeles County Supervisors Dean Dana and Don
Knabe, Gail worked closely with South Bay communities
and their libraries. Her children attended PV schools
and she was involved in many school activities.

Nancy Mahr – Past member of legislative committee of
the California Library Association; past member
National Charity League; past president and program vp
of Palos Verdes Peninsula Coordinating Council; past
publicity chair Peninsula Symphony Friends; past
13
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Jose Leiva navigated the wet streets and narrow mall.
All of this effort paid off as PVLD won another 1st place
trophy to add to their
growing collection.

Congratulations PVLD
Another 1st Place

The Rolling Hills Estates Parade of Lights took place on
December 1 and PVLD racked up another 1st place
trophy for its winning entry.

Congratulations to the
district employees for a
great team effort!

Team manager and head cheerleader for the event
was Branch Manager Jennifer Addington. Young
Readers Assistant Manager Louise Beebe and Senior
Branch Clerk Ketzie Diaz designed an amazing food
truck float based on the 2013 Summer Reading
theme “Reading is So Delicious”.
Staff members from across PVLD contributed ideas
for the name of the float. The winner was Peninsula
Center Page Victor Sedillo’s suggestion of Feed Your
Head. Other ideas were incorporated into the float
design as menu items: Joy of Booking, The Naked
Lunch, 120 Days of Salami, Much Ado About
Muffins, The Balsamic Verses and Lord of the Fries
to name a few of the creative suggestions.
Assistant Branch Manager Jennifer Chaffey
ordered chefs hats for all participants; the
Facilities team built the float’s structure and
then James Davis, Jose Leiva, and Mauritzio
Favela worked with Jennifer, Young Readers
Librarian Celia Avila, Adult Services Manager
Sylvia Richardson and others to decorate it.
Nearly 50 employees, PVLD and PFL Board members,
and families came out on a cool and drizzly evening
to ride on the float.

Article by
Kathy Gould
Photos by
James Davis,
Ashley Kagan,
and
Haru Sugimoto
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OO-LA-LA! Midnight in PV

Save the Date - The 2014 Gala will be on March 8th

Photos by Kathy Gould and Marion Martelli
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DATED MATERIAL
The mission of the Peninsula Friends of
the Library is to raise funds to support
the Palos Verdes Library District and to
build community awareness of and
enthusiasm for Library services,
programs and needs.
Friends is the newsletter of the
Peninsula Friends of the Library.
Please
send
comments
and
suggestions to Marion Martelli, Editor,
at vinmar@cox.net.

How do we know PVLD is a Great Place to Work? The Employees say so!
Recently, Los Angeles News Group partnered with Workplace Dynamics to conduct a survey of employees
in the Greater Los Angeles Area to determine who makes their workers feel satisfied and empowered.
More than 1000 companies were invited to participate in the project. Ultimately, 38 companies employing
11,480 individuals responded. Workers were asked how much they agreed or disagreed with statements
covering topics from compensation and workplace conditions to management decisions and company
leadership. At least a 35% response was required for a company to be included in the survey results, which
were published in a special section of the Sunday Breeze on April 28.

Palos Verdes Library District ranked 8th
in the small company category
PVLD employs just shy of 100 individuals placing it in the small company
category (less than 200 employees). Survey responses earned our library
district high marks in making employees feel appreciated and inspired and
providing them growth as professionals. PVLD placed 8th out of 22 small
companies.
Summarized from “Employees Determined the Winners” an article by Muhammed El-Hasan, Daily Breeze, Sunday, April 28, 2013

