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PPVVLLDD  aanndd  PPeenniinnssuullaa  FFrriieennddss    
..  ..  ..  aa  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  MMaakkiinngg  aa  PPoowweerrffuull  DDiiffffeerreennccee  TTooggeetthheerr      

1929 – Palos Verdes Library and Art Gallery  
Photo from the PVLD collection 

From Then . . . 

PVLD has a unique place in the Palos Verdes community, being the only institution that serves 
everyone, regardless of age, background, beliefs, educational level or economic circumstances. 

 

To Now . . . 

2012 Photos of PVLD Libraries by Marion Martelli 

 

See Page 6 
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HHaavvee  YYoouu  MMeett                                                    
OOuurr  NNeewweesstt  FFrriieenndd??  

 
Marion Martelli 

PFL Board Member & Newsletter Editor 
 
LLoorreettttaa  PPaatttteerrssoonn is the new PFL 
Director of Development.  In just a few 
weeks she has proven herself to be a 
good fit for the Friends organization. 
 
I first met Loretta by telephone just 
after she applied for the Director’s 
position.  She was experienced, well spoken and 
charming.  She quickly won the admiration of the entire 
recruitment committee with her straight-forward, no 
nonsense approach to the responsibilities of the role 
that would be hers and to which she brings a wealth of 
knowledge and experience. 
 
Recently, I chatted with Loretta and, after just a few 
weeks on the job, she has proven our choice to be right 
for the Friends.  Here’s some of our discussion. 
 
What first interested you in the Director of 
Development position with the Friends? 
Actually, a friend saw the position posting and called me 
to say she thought I would be perfect for the job.  She 
and I had worked together in the past so she knew my 
level of experience and how much I love libraries.  She 
thought the fact that I know the community would be a 
win-win for both the library and me. 
 
After meeting the board members serving on the 
recruitment committee, did your interest in the 
position change much? 
Yes, a great deal.  I knew from the interview process 
that the recruitment committee knew exactly what they 
were looking for in a person to fill this position.  They 
asked great questions and made the interview process 
interesting.  Their dedication to Friends was obvious 
and contagious from the very first meeting. 
 
What are the strengths that you bring to your new role 
as the public face of the Friends organization? 
I know my profession and I am good at it.  I have 20 
years of experience in the field.  But, to me the most 
important thing to bring to any position is a positive 
attitude, a sense of humor and a willingness to do 
whatever it takes to accomplish the goal.  Fundraising is 
relationship building…it really is as simple as that. 

What is your first order of business as the new Director 
of Development for the Friends? 
Getting to know the board of directors and the library 
staff, learning as much about the libraries in the district 
as quickly as possible, and, of course, finding my office 
and the coffee. 
 
What can the Friends board members do to assist you 
in quickly getting up to speed in your new role? 
Allow me to get to know them better.  Tell me why they 
volunteer both their time and their resources.  
Members of the board are the nucleus of the Friends; I 
would not be able to do my job without them.  One 
thing in particular they can do is to help me identify 
others who would be interested in becoming Friends 
members and volunteers at the Library. 
 
Have you done much volunteer work yourself? 
Not as much as I would like due to time constraints.  
However, I am currently on a local non-profit board. 
 
Those who had an opportunity to meet you during the 
recruitment process heard of your interest in 
genealogy.  What triggered the pursuit of 
documenting your family genealogy? 
Both my parents died in their early 50’s so there wasn’t 
time to learn much about their families.  I had a lot of 
questions and not many people to give me answers so I 
started with the people who were willing to sit down 
and tell me their stories.  I was hooked immediately!  It 
has become a passion and I spend time every year going 
back to Virginia digging around in courthouse records 
for information. But, a word of caution here, some-
times you find out more than you want to know! 
 
Do you have any other hobbies or interests that you 
enjoy pursuing? 
I love to write - mostly short stories although I have just 
completed (if you ever really do) a book about my 
family and the valley in southwestern Virginia where I 
grew up.  I have a novel (fiction) that I’ve been working 
on for a number of years.  I also do family album 
scrapbooking when I have the time and have quite a 
collection of old family photographs.  The challenge is to 
put a name with a face. 
 
What would you like to share about yourself with 
those who read the Friends newsletter? 
That I am thrilled to be here and looking forward to 
working with the Friends organization.  It is wonderful 
to be around so many dedicated people. 
 
Editor’s Note:  Loretta is taking calls at 310-377-9584 x251.  
Give her a welcome call or better yet stop by to say hello. 
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PPeenniinnssuullaa  FFrriieennddss  SSeett  
AAnnnnuuaall  MMeeeettiinngg  aanndd  
EElleeccttiioonn  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  

 
The annual meeting of the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library, called for under its newly adopted Bylaws voted 
by members attending the 2011 meeting, has been set. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to reports from PFL board president Jane 
Jones, PFL treasurer Alan Kennan, PFL investment chair 
Dick Lohrer and PVLD director Kathy Gould, updates on 
all major board committees and PFL projects will be 
provided. 
 
A key component of the annual meeting is the election 
of directors to the PFL board.  Anyone wishing to serve 
on the board of the Peninsula Friends of the Library is 
welcome to submit their name to Kathryn Forte, vice 
president of the PFL board and chair of the Governance 
committee.  Nominations will also be taken from the 
floor at the annual meeting just prior to the call for the 
vote.  Anyone nominated at the meeting must either be 
present or have previously given their permission for 
such nomination.  
 
As you may recall from our last issue of this newsletter, 
we are particularly interested in accepting nominations 
of individuals who have expertise in marketing and 
advertising, fund development, e-commerce, 
events management, organization planning, 
finance and law and hopefully with some non-
profit experience. 
 
Candidates currently accepting nomination for election 
to the PFL board as of the October 20 press date are 
listed in the insert on this page.  Officers of the 2013 
board will be selected by the newly elected directors at 
the first meeting of the board in January.  
 

Retiring director Gene Roeder will also be recognized 
and celebrated for his long commitment to PFL.  This 
year we have also had to accept the resignation of first- 
term director Marlin More for health reasons.  The 
contributions of these members will be greatly missed. 
 
All PFL members are welcome at every meeting of the 
board which is generally held monthly on the first 
Thursday beginning at 4 pm in the Community Room at 
Peninsula Center Library.  Attendance at the annual 
meeting is strongly encouraged so members can remain 
informed about the level of support provided by the 
Friends to our library district and be aware of the 
continuing need for financial support and volunteer 
service. 
 
 
 

  
    

Annual Meeting of the 
Peninsula Friends of the Library 

Thursday, December 6 
3:30 pm to 6:30 pm 

Peninsula Center Library 
 Community Room 

CCaannddiiddaatteess  ffoorr  EElleeccttiioonn  ttoo  tthhee        
BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  ooff  tthhee  

PPeenniinnssuullaa  FFrriieennddss  ooff  tthhee  LLiibbrraarryy  
 

First-Term Candidates: 
Kaaren Lee 

Lloyd Mistele 
Dick Moe 

Bill Roberts 
Should Your Name be Here? 

 

Incumbent Candidates: 
Glenous Absmeier 

Lisa Augustine 
Jane Jones 

Alan Kennan 
Dick Lohrer 
Nancy Mahr 

Marion Martelli 
Cindy Miller 
Lois Moore 
Fran Pullara 

Cc Yu 
 

Nominations will also be taken from the floor at the 
annual meeting just prior to the call for the vote.  

  
Anyone nominating a candidate other than 

him/herself will need to have previously gotten the 
candidate’s permission to be nominated. 
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AA  NNoottee  ffrroomm  FFrriieennddss’’  
PPrreessiiddeenntt  JJaannee  JJoonneess 

 
What is a friend?  A friend can be defined as a person 
you know and are fond of, someone you trust, an 
individual with whom you are allied for a cause. 
 
A Peninsula Friends of the Library friend is a person who 
knows the value of the Palos Verdes Library District and 
wants to promote and enhance it for the Palos Verdes 
communities. 
 
Are you a PFL friend?  Your friendship, via your 
membership and your donations to PFL, enables us to 
support the activities, materials, staffing, software 
programs and free library computer usage as well as 
allows us to renovate, upgrade and improve the library 
facilities.  The PFL contribution to PVLD is very 
important simply because property tax support for our 
libraries just does not meet the needs. 
 
If you aren’t already a PFL member, we invite you to be 
a friend of the Palos Verdes Library District by joining 
Peninsula Friends of the Library and by supporting our 
on-going efforts to keep our libraries among the best in 
the county, the state and the nation. 
 
Peninsula Friends of the Library is excited to welcome 
our newest special friend, the PFL Director of 
Development, Loretta Patterson.  She will be leading 
our organization in our primary mission - to raise the 
needed funds to support our libraries.  This is needed 
now and will continue to be needed as we move 
forward.  We hope you will support us in this worthy 
cause. 

  
DDoonn’’tt  wwaallkk  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  mmee  

II  mmaayy  nnoott  ffoollllooww..  
DDoonn’’tt  wwaallkk  bbeehhiinndd  mmee  

II  mmaayy  nnoott  lleeaadd..  
JJuusstt  wwaallkk  bbeessiiddee  mmee  aanndd  

bbee  mmyy  ffrriieenndd..                          

AAllbbeerrtt  CCaammuuss  

JJooiinniinngg  tthhee  FFrriieennddss::  
RReeaallllyy  aa  NNoo--BBrraaiinneerr!!  

  
Ok, I confess.  I love to join clubs, organizations and 
groups.  I like to be around people who share my 
interests.  It makes me feel good and it’s a wonderful 
way to make new friends.  I used to join everything, but 
these days I’m a bit more discriminating.  Frankly, I 
don’t have the time plus what I do join these days has 
to be something really important to me. 
 
When I join a club or group, I want to know that they 
make a difference.  The group must be responsive to 
needs in the community and I want to know that the 
dues I pay are being used responsibly.  We are all pulled 
and tugged in many different directions with so many 
opportunities presenting themselves for the use of our 
time and our financial resources.  It’s hard to focus. 
 
Becoming a member of the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library is a no-brainer! It’s an easy decision! Friends of 
the Library provide financial assistance for the three 
branch materials, public computer and Internet access 
and special programs as well as Sunday operating hours 
at Peninsula Center Library.  PFL memberships also 
sponsor the summer reading program for children of all 
ages and fund the Annex, a special place for teens and 
seniors.  And, if you want to do more than just be a 
member and pay your dues, you can volunteer in the 
Library Gift Shop, help with the Book Sales program or 
get involved in dozens of other ways.   
 
To say that the Friends of the Library meet all my 
expectations is an understatement.  I meet great 
people, I know that the organization meets the needs of 
the community and I’m confident that my membership 
fee is valued and used effectively.   
 
Peninsula Friends of the Library is a great group and I 
hope you will consider becoming part of the Friends.  
You’ll be glad you did. 

Submitted by Loretta Patterson 
PFL Director of Development 

  
Editor’s Note:   
Now it’s easier than ever to join the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library.  Just complete the membership form in this 
newsletter and send it with your check to Charlie Trujillo in 
the Friends office at Peninsula Center Library.  See page 11 for 
more details and the membership form. 
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OOnnee  BBooookk  OOnnee  PPeenniinnssuullaa::  
AA  RReessoouunnddiinngg  SSuucccceessss  

 
Steve Lopez was the guest speaker at the PVLD annual 
One Book event which was held in a rooftop tent at 
Peninsula Center Library on Saturday, September 22 to 
a standing room only crowd.   
 
Prior to the public speaking event, a private catered 
luncheon for PFL members was hosted by the Friends in 
the lovely home of Marion Ruth.  Steve graciously 
accepted this unexpected speaking opportunity to talk 
about his personal growth from an on-going 
relationship with Nathanial Anthony Ayers, the subject 
of his book, The Soloist.   
  
For those who missed the opportunity of reading The 
Soloist prior to Steve’s speaking engagement, the library 
has several copies available along with two of Steve’s 
other works, In the Clear and Dreams and Schemes. 

    

Above: 
Stella March, who is a very spry 
97, introduced Steve Lopez to a 
standing room only crowd on 
the rooftop of the Peninsula 
Center Library. 
 

Right: 
A relaxed Steve speaks candidly 
about his often humorous 
experiences and the changing 
dynamics of his relationship 
with Mr. Ayers over the last 
seven years. 

Left: 
Stella March, an early founder 
of the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) poses 
with her sister who 
accompanied her to the One 
Book event. 

Thank You 
Fran Pullara 

for these great 
photographs 

Above: 
Despite the blistering hot day and a packed tent, Steve spoke to a 
captive audience who hung on every word this humble and sincere 
author had to say about his life changing relationship with 
Nathanial Anthony Ayers which began quite accidentally in 2005 
and is the subject of his book, The Soloist. 
 

Left: 
Fran Pullara, who is always on the other side of the camera lens, 
poses with Steve Lopez during the pre-event reception.   

Above: 
Steve Lopez and pre-event 
reception hostess Marion Ruth 
who opened her lovely home 
to Friends members to lunch 
with Steve prior to his talk at 
the Library. 

Above: 
Loretta Patterson, PFL’s new Development 
Director, filled the role of chauffeur and 
medic during Steve’s visit to PVLD, making 
sure he got where he needed to go and had 
plenty of ice packs at the ready for the knee 
that recently underwent replacement. 

 

http://www.pvldfriends.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/lopezruth.jpg�
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TThhee  BBeeggiinnnniinngg  ––  11992200  ttoo  11993399  
In 1922, the first lots are sold in Palos Verdes.  By 1926 there are some 400 residents who establish a separate 
school district and quickly follow that by establishing a permanent Library Board.  That same year a small 
temporary branch of the Los Angeles County Library System begins operating four hours a week in a second- 
floor room of the Gardner Building in Malaga Cove Plaza.   In its first two months, more than 700 books are 
checked out.  In 1928, the Board of Trustees petitions for separation from the County and the independent Palos 
Verdes Library District (PVLD) is established.  Plans for a library building are quickly initiated and the Via 
Campasina site is acquired in May of 1929.  The Palos Verdes Library and Art Gallery is funded by a $90,000 bond 
issue and opens its doors officially on June 3 of 1930.  It will be the community’s major public library facility for 
37 years.  Miss Agnes McMillan is appointed as the District’s first professional librarian and will serve PVLD in 
that capacity for 25 years until her sudden death in 1956.  (See related article on page 9.)  In 1939, Farnham 
Martin Park, next to the Library, is deeded to PVLD by the Palos Verdes Homes Association and Palos Verdes 
Estates is incorporated.  Miss McMillan writes in a news article that the Library’s objective is recreation, 
inspiration and information.  Her hope is that the Library will become the core of the community cultural life.  
This is the humble beginning of the Palos Verdes Library District we know today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11992200  --  3399  
 
 

 

TThhee  EEaarrllyy  YYeeaarrss  ––  11994400  ttoo  11995599  
In 1940, Friends of the Palos Verdes Library 
and Art Gallery is established as a precursor to 
our current Friends organization.  In 1946, the 
Library places a small collection of children’s 
books in Miraleste Elementary School.  By 
1950, circulation has grown to 36,000 but the 
Palos Verdes Library is no longer centralized 
relative to the rapidly growing population of 
the Peninsula.  In 1954, the Library undergoes 
its first remodel at an operating budget cost of 
$33,000.  Library circulation reaches 73,000 
and Miss McMillan starts a children’s vacation 
reading club with 70 students.  In 1957, Agnes 
McMillan dies and is succeeded by David 
MacKay who convinces the Board of Trustees 
to survey the District’s needs resulting in the 
recommendation for a new central library in 
Peninsula Center.  Finally, that same year, the 
cities of Rolling Hills and Rolling Hills Estates 
are incorporated and library circulation 
exceeds 100,000 items. 

11994400  --  5599  
 
 

 

PPFFLL  EEssttaabblliisshheedd  --  BBiigg  CChhaannggeess  OOccccuurr  ––  11996600  ttoo  11997799  
In 1961, library circulation exceeds 145,000 and the 
District’s operating budget almost equals it at 
$125,000.   American libraries continue to depend on 
citizen initiative and support.  The Palos Verdes 
Library District is no exception and the current 
Peninsula Friends of the Library organization is 
established as an all-volunteer, non-profit whose 
mission is to enhance the service and programs of the 
District.   Membership dues are $1.00 per year.  The 
following year, Malaga Cove is expanded to house a 
local history room.  In 1965, voters approve a $1.6M 
bond measure to construct a new main library near 
Peninsula Center and a new branch at Miraleste.  In 
June of 1967, Peninsula Center Library enjoys its 
grand opening and within six months circulation 
reaches 300,000 and doubles in the first year.  The 
start-up Miraleste Library has been moved to a store 
front at #2 Miraleste Plaza from the Miraleste 
Elementary School while a permanent location is 
sought.  In 1970, the Miraleste Branch Library is 
finally opened.  The passage of Prop 13 in 1978 cuts 
the Library budget by 65% and its staff by more than 
half.  The first 10K Run fundraiser is held and Friends 
starts a volunteer program to track donated hours 
and to assign volunteers to tasks normally done by 
paid staff.  By 1979, annual used book sales, a 
program begun at Malaga Cove in 1974, are proving 
to be a great source of funding.  Friends host first 
volunteer appreciation events.  

11996600  --  7799  
 
 

 

PPVVLLDD  aanndd  PPeenniinnssuullaa  FFrriieennddss  ..  ..  ..  aa  BBrriieeff  HHiissttoorryy    
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..  ..  ..  aa  BBrriieeff  HHiissttoorryy  ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))  

11998800  --  9999  
 
 

 

FFrriieennddss  BBeeccoommee  MMaajjoorr  FFuunnddeerr  ––  11998800  ttoo  11999999  
In 1980, Malaga Cove celebrates its 50th anniversary and is proclaimed an historical site by the Rancho de los Palos 
Verdes Historical Society.  By the following year, the Peninsula population has topped 60,000 and library circulation 
is just shy of 785,000 items.  In 1983, the Friends set up a Gift Shop at Peninsula Library which still continues to be a 
successful funding source, having contributed more than $550,000 to benefit PVLD during its 29 years of operation. 
(See related article on page 8.)   In 1985, the Friends organization pledges to raise a half-million dollars to automate 
the catalog and circulation system.  In 1987, the promise is fulfilled.  The Library closes for a week so staff and 
volunteers can paste barcodes into tens of thousands of items.  When re-opened, the Library card catalogs have 
been replaced by computers.  A facilities assessment at Pen Center in 1989 reveals severe crowding and space 
limitations and planning begins for a new building.  In 1991, a $16M bond issue is approved by 70% of Peninsula 
residents to expand the District libraries.  Phased construction begins at Pen Center in 1993 which allows the library 
to remain open during the entire two year plus project.  A full week of grand re-opening celebrations takes place at 
the newly remodeled Peninsula Center Library in September of 1995, which now boosts more than twice the 
original square footage.  That year Malaga Cove is listed on both the California and National Registries of Historic 
Places.  The following year, Internet access is first offered free of charge to library patrons, partially funded by the 
Friends.  The Friends also provide funding to restore Sunday hours at the main library and for extended hours at 
both branch libraries.  In 1996, monthly used book sales begin at Peninsula Center.  PVLD deeds Farnham Martin 
Park to the city of Palos Verdes Estates in 1999.  Fundraising continues in various forms, both actual and phantom 
events, throughout this period. 

22000000  --  1122  
 
 

 

TThhee  MMoosstt  RReecceenntt  1122  YYeeaarrss  ––  22000000  ttoo  22001122  
In 2001, books sales at Malaga Cove go monthly.  Two years later, the local history collection is moved from 
Malaga Cove branch to an appropriately furnished room at Peninsula Center, providing the necessary climate 
control while allowing more visibility and better access to the collection.  Funding is provided by the Friends 
through the Lincoln Cain bequest.  Historical photos are subsequently digitized, catalogued and mounted on 
Flickr software for anyone to see.  This move also frees up space at Malaga Cove for a refurbished meeting 
room.  Malaga Cove volunteers begin the Books for Troops program in 2004 and to date have sent more than 
100,000 donated books, magazines and other media to 29 countries, USO’s, Navy ships and overseas military 
hospitals with all shipping costs paid by donations.  In 2006, the Annex, sponsored as a pilot project by the 
Friends, becomes a joint project of the Library and Freedom4U, a non-profit youth organization, and operates 
as a branch of the library with staff supervision.   By 2007, the Internet is an added outlet for book sales.  To 
date more than $1M has been raised through the used book sales program.  In 2008, the Palos Verdes 
Women’s Club donates funds to restore the magazine and newspaper reading room at Malaga Cove and 
restoration of the Tower Room takes place the following year through the generosity of William and Patricia 
Foltz.  The mezzanine becomes a computer lounge with funding from the Conze bequest and the Friends.  As 
additional funding becomes available the garden outside the Gallery is restored.  The main room is currently 
a work in process.  In 2010, Friends funds support the remodel of Miraleste Library and in 2011, PFL 
authorizes funding to complete the patio project at this branch.  The Friends turn 50! 
 

It’s now 2012 and the District is 83 years and thriving.  The Library collection exceeds 304,000 items.  There 
are 43,000 plus card holders and annual circulation exceeds 769,000 with a door count of 616,000 annually.  
Have we come a long way since Agnes McMillan first signed on in 1930?  You bet!  But, there is still much to 
do and the need is even greater today.  The Friends are 51 years young and looking forward to funding PVLD 
projects for years to come.  Won’t you consider doing your part by becoming one of our newest Friends?  

BBeeyyoonndd  22001133  
Help us write an even brighter future for PVLD.  Join PFL and/or make a contribution 
in support of PVLD.  See page 11 or call Loretta Patterson at 310-377-9584 x251. 

22001133  --  ????  
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GGrreeaatt  SSttuuffff  iinn  aa  SSmmaallll  SSppaaccee    
 
Tucked in a space about the size of a walk-in closet near 
the entrance to the Peninsula Center Library is a 
treasure chest of great cards, books by local authors, 
toys and games, lovely scarves, handbags to appeal to 
every taste, unique jewelry, great holiday stocking 
stuffers, and an ever-changing array of one-of-a-kind 
gifts for any occasion.   The space is tiny but volunteers 
who buy the merchandise, artfully display the offerings 
and work in sales have managed to make the most of 
every square inch.  This is definitely a shop that once 
entered will draw you back time and time again, each 
visit providing new discoveries.   
 
In 1983, the Friends provided the initial seed money to 
open our gift shop which began in a storage room near 
the children’s area.  Aileen Hoy and Bunny Jezewski 
answered the call to manage the shop which was set up 
as a separate entity with its own board and volunteers.  
When Pen Center was enlarged in the mid-90s, the shop 
was moved to its current location.   
 
What started as an idea to offer cards and stationery 
supplies to library patrons has turned into a retail 
fundraising operation to rival any fine craft or gift 
boutique.   Together the buyers, merchandisers, and 
sales staff have logged thousands of volunteer hours.  
To date, proceeds from shop sales have contributed 
more than $550,000 to the Friends in support of PVLD.   
 
On Friday, October 19th, Library Shop volunteers 
gathered for a celebration luncheon at the home of 
Shirley Cozen.  Also attending and adding their heartfelt 
thanks for the hard work and dedication of this 
volunteer group were PVLD Director Kathy Gould and 
PFL President Jane Jones.  Congratulations to all our 
wonderful Library Shop volunteers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Article and Photos by Marion Martelli, Editor 

Additional Photos by Marilyn Meyer and Dr. Cozen  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCaann  yyoouu  ssppaarree  22  ttoo  33--11//22  hhoouurrss  wweeeekkllyy                                                  
oorr  eevveenn  jjuusstt  oonnccee  iinn  aa  wwhhiillee??    

DDoo  yyoouu  eennjjooyy  mmeeeettiinngg  nneeww  ppeeooppllee??  
CCaann  yyoouu  iimmaaggiinnee  yyoouurrsseellff  ssuurrrroouunnddeedd  bbyy                                        
aa  wwiiddee  vvaarriieettyy  ooff  uunniiqquuee  mmeerrcchhaannddiissee??      

  

OOuurr  LLiibbrraarryy  SShhoopp  nneeeeddss  yyoouu!!  
BBeeccoommee  aa  LLiibbrraarryy  SShhoopp  vvoolluunntteeeerr  aanndd  wwoorrkk  

wwiitthh  aa  ggrreeaatt  ggrroouupp  ooff  ppeeooppllee..  
CCaallll  BBeettttyy  MMuulllleenn,,  SShhoopp  VVoolluunntteeeerr  CChhaaiirr,,  

  aatt  331100--337788--44880033  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  mmoorree..  
 

TThhaannkk  YYoouu  LLiibbrraarryy  SShhoopp  VVoolluunntteeeerrss  
  

Aileen Hoy, Manager  
Aliesha Carlos, Assistant Manager 
Eileen Garson, Display Manager 

Lem Wong, Treasurer 
Rae Schilb, Secretary 

          Emilia Bailey   Shirley Collins          
          Alan Cook   Shirley Cozen          
          Dick Garson   Miriam Holden 
          Kathy Keller    Jane Lim 
          Marilyn Meyer  Virginia Meyer 
          Betty Mullen   Dana Nadalsky 
          Marilyn Nitz   Beverly O’Donnell  
          Amy Ouyang   Elaine Ouyang  
          Edith Tucker   Mary Ann Vanden Bos 
          Laura Wang   Florence Wong 
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PPVVLLDD’’ss  FFiirrsstt  LLiibbrraarriiaann  
iiss  HHoonnoorreedd  

 
Thanks to a very 
generous donation from 
longtime Palos Verdes 
resident Jane Armstrong 
Hall, the long service and 
dedication of Agnes 
McMillan to her work, as 
PVLD’s first professional 
librarian, will not be 
forgotten.  Miss Hall is 
pictured here with the plaque she commissioned to 
honor the librarian she so admired and who greatly 
influenced her life.  The plaque was unveiled at an 
afternoon reception attended by more than 70 
Friends members and guests on Saturday, 
September 15, at Malaga Cove Library.     
 
The bronze plaque was designed and created by 
sculptor Ruth Hanzlik and features the likenesses of 
Miss McMillan and of Miss Hall as a young girl.  
According to Miss Hall, “I found my solace in the 
books at the library, where I would curl up on the 
benches next to the fireplace for hours on end.”  
She says Miss McMillan introduced her to the 
world through books. 

 
 
 
 

CCoouullddnn’’tt  HHaavvee  DDoonnee  iitt  
WWiitthhoouutt  YYoouu  

 
As Editor of the Friends newsletter I don’t expect to 
write material as much as edit what comes to me 
and make it fit.  Lately, I find I am getting more and 
more involved in creating articles for publication.  
Therefore, I am especially appreciative of the help 
of two wonderful librarians whose enormous 
research assistance and fact checking is to be 
credited for the timeline on pages 6 and 7.  
 
I would like to introduce to you: 
Monique Leahey Sugimoto - Local History Librarian 
and newest member of the Adult Services staff.  
She has only been working with PVLD since August 
of this year.  Prior to joining the Library, Monique 
was an archivist with the National Archives.  
Monique holds a masters degree in library and 
information science from UCLA.  In her spare time, 
Monique enjoys reading, gardening and travelling.   
 
Dennis Piotrowski - An Adult Services Librarian who 
has worked at PVLD since 1999.  He holds masters 
degrees in library and information 
science and history, and completed the Modern 
Archives Institute at the National Archives in 
Washington D.C.  He has been studying the history 
of the Palos Verdes Peninsula area for years.  In his 
spare time he enjoys reading, writing and running. 

 
 
 

  

Above: 
Photo from the PVLD Local History Room which was published in 
the Palos Verdes Bulletin in June of 1931.  Miss Agnes McMillan, 
PVLD’s first librarian, is instructing students from Malaga Cove 
School on the use of the Library. 

Above: 
Monique Leahey Sugimoto and Dennis Piotrowski, Adult 
Service Librarians and super helpful history buffs, have made 
my job so much easier.  Thank you! 
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DDoonnaattee  YYoouurr  UUsseedd  aanndd  
UUnnwwaanntteedd  ee--RReeaaddeerrss  

  
Gene Roeder 

PFL Board Member & Book Sales Chair 
 
Books have gone electronic and now our book sales are 
following suit.  The Peninsula Friends of the Library are 
now accepting donations of e-readers and tablets for 
resale.  The digital devices can 
be dropped off at any branch 
and will be sold at deeply 
discounted prices at all monthly  
book sales at the Peninsula 
Center location.   
 
According to PFL book sales chair, Gene Roeder, “This 
makes perfect sense.  And with so many in our 
community continually upgrading (some on their 
second or even third e-reader), there is a great 
opportunity to help PVLD and a natural outlet for these 
previously used devices.”  So, if you have an e-reader or 
tablet that you are no longer using, please consider 
donating it to the Friends book sales.  And, if you’ve 
wanted to try an e-reader or tablet but aren’t interested 
in making a significant investment, we may soon be able 
to make a connection that helps everyone.   
 
For more information, contact Gene Roeder at 310-544-
5508 or groeder99@hotmail.com. 

 

GGaallaa  CCoommmmiitttteeee  aatt  WWoorrkk  
 
With the March 9, 2013 Gala looming ever nearer, 
committee members are gearing up their planning to 
make next year’s event the best yet.   Though most of 
the faces are those of last year’s committee, there is 
room for new faces as well.  Anyone wishing to help 
should contact the Gala Chair, Francine Dominique, at 
francine@dominique.com. 

DDoo  YYoouu  KKnnooww  AAbboouutt  ..    ..    ..  
TThhee  CCrraafftteerr’’ss  CCiirrccllee  

 
Marion Martelli 

PFL Board Member & Newsletter Editor 
  
The Crafter’s Circle is Palos Verdes Library District’s 
established crafting group that has been meeting 
monthly for about 3 years.  Though most members knit 
and crochet, all crafts are always welcome.  Meetings 
are held at The Annex on the 4th Tuesday every month 
from 1pm to 3pm. 
 
I visited with the group 
in July and saw a wide 
array of beautifully 
crafted baby clothing: 
blankets, hats, scarves, 
jackets and, of course, 
booties.  
 
Everything created is donated to worthy causes and 
there are several groups that members support with 
their crafts including Little Sisters of the Poor, Torrance 
Memorial, Harbor General and local shelters for 
homeless and/or abused women.  
 
Current members include Betsy Cogan, Lorraine Dyda, 
Maite Ferreira, Clarice Geduld, Jeanne Hansen, Veva 
Kaemmerer, Olivia Mann, Josie Primavera, Margarita 
Ramirez, Barbara Rickard, Betty Rickard, Beryl Tilley, 
Juana Viloria and Beverly O’Donnell is the group’s PVLD 
volunteer hostess.  

Anyone interested in participating may visit.  Informal 
knitting and crochet lessons are also offered for those 
whose skills may be a little rusty or who are just 
learning.   
 
For more information, contact Librarian Debra Peterson 
at 310-377-9584 x293. 
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TThhee  BBiigg  PPiiccttuurree  aabboouutt                        
PPFFLL  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  

 
As a member of Peninsula Friends of the Library (PFL), 
you are key to the Palos Verdes Library District’s success 
in continuing to provide our community an outstanding 
library system. 
 
Your membership support provides vital financial 
assistance for: 
• educational services and software  
• updates and expansion of library collections of 

books, reference materials, homework and foreign 
language resources and equipment 

• public computer and Internet access 
• special programs for toddlers to seniors 
• summer reading programs for children of all ages 
• special classes, lectures and exhibits 
• Sunday operating hours at Peninsula Center Library 
• the Annex, a special place for teens and seniors 
 
The Palos Verdes Library District is a special district with 
its own governing board of trustees.  PVLD libraries at 
Peninsula Center, Malaga Cove and Miraleste receive 
only about 88% of their revenues from community 
property tax levies.  Another 5% comes from revenue-
generating activities such as notary and passport 
services, facility rentals and interest income with 
minimal state funding.   
 
The Peninsula Friends of the Library, the official 
fundraising organization for PVLD, currently provides 
almost 7% of PVLD revenues from support it receives 
from membership dues, donations, grants, book sales, 
gift shop proceeds and special fundraising events and 
programs. 
 
Besides benefiting our library district, members of the 
Peninsula Friends of the Library receive benefits such as 
coupons redeemable at PFL used book sales, a 10% 
discount on all purchases over $5.00 in the Library 
Shop, newsletters, and invitations to special member 
events and programs.  And all these benefits are 
available for as little as $25.00 per year for an individual 
membership.     
 
For more information, contact the Friends office at 310-
377-9584 x250.  Charlie will be happy to assist you. 
 
 

YYoouurr  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  CCaann  
BBeeggiinn  TTooddaayy  

 
Simply complete the form below and drop it in the mail 
along with the membership dues for the category you 
select.  It’s just that simple! 
 

www.pvldfriends.org 



                                                                  

 

 
  
 
 

  
P. O. Box 2361 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
SSaavvee  tthhee  DDaattee  ..  ..  ..  

  

MMaarrcchh  99,,  22001133  
  

wwhheenn  tthhee  
PPeenniinnssuullaa  FFrriieennddss  

ooff  tthhee  LLiibbrraarryy  
wwiillll  pprreesseenntt  

  

MMiiddnniigghhtt  iinn  PPVV  
  

AA  GGaallaa  ttoo  SSuuppppoorrtt  tthhee    
PPaallooss  VVeerrddeess  LLiibbrraarryy  DDiissttrriicctt  

  

Dinner, Libations, Dancing, Silent Auction 
 

Call the PFL office at 310-377-9584 x251 to find 
out how you can become a sponsor, take an ad in 
the Gala program or donate an auction item. 

 
 
 

  
  

                                          DATED MATERIAL  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

DDoo  YYoouu  SShhoopp  
AAmmaazzoonn..ccoomm??  

  
Making a donation to your local libraries has never 
been easier and it doesn’t cost you a dime!  It’s 
quick, easy and even painless! 
 
If you shop at amazon.com, now you can make a 
donation every time you make a purchase simply 
by accessing amazon.com from the home page of 
pvld.org.  Just one click on the amazon.com logo at 
the bottom right of the pvld.org home page gets 
you there and pays back to our Libraries about 6% 
of your order value.   
 
Next time you shop 
amazon.com, do it from 
the home page of 
pvld.org.   
 
There’s no reason not to support PVLD when it’s 
this simple!     
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TThhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  PPeenniinnssuullaa  FFrriieennddss  ooff  
tthhee  LLiibbrraarryy  iiss  ttoo  rraaiissee  ffuunnddss  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  
tthhee  PPaallooss  VVeerrddeess  LLiibbrraarryy  DDiissttrriicctt  aanndd  ttoo  
bbuuiilldd  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aawwaarreenneessss  ooff  aanndd  
eenntthhuussiiaassmm  ffoorr  LLiibbrraarryy  sseerrvviicceess,,  
pprrooggrraammss  aanndd  nneeeeddss..  
  
FFrriieennddss  iiss  the newsletter of the 
Peninsula Friends of the Library.  
Please send comments and 
suggestions to Marion Martelli, Editor, 
at vinmar@cox.net. 
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