Annex Fundraising
Complete
by Louise Beebe

The new Annex construction is now
funded! Fundraising for the project
began in earnest at the retirement party
for former library director Kathy Gould,
who used the occasion to highlight
the subject. The Peninsula Friends of
the Library immediately went into
full fundraising mode. We have been
vigorously raising money for the new
Annex construction ever since and
just received a very generous donation
from the Norris Foundation that helped
bridge that last funding gap.
The Annex began operating in 2006 in a
storefront next to the Peninsula Center
Library. It was a great location, just steps
away from the main library entrance,
and our teen patrons loved it. Change is
inevitable however, and once we learned
that the storefront building was going to
be torn down and replaced, it was time
to consider other options. It was always
a dream of ours to bring the Annex onto
the library property, but that was only a
dream, until now!
We began exploring the idea of
constructing a new Annex in an underutilized corner of the Peninsula Center
Library’s rooftop parking lot. After
checking with specialists to be sure that
corner of the property could support a
new building, we were off and running!
We had a symbolic “ground-breaking”
in August and many of our supporters
and community members were there
to celebrate. Construction will begin
in January and we anticipate the grand
opening June 1, 2019.
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Norris Foundation Bridges the Gap
The Norris Foundation has again shown the community its commitment to our
youth by giving $100,000 toward our new Annex building fund, which supplied the
last piece of funding that allowed us to reach our goal for the project. The Annex
provides a safe place on the Peninsula for our teenagers to hang out and meet
other teenagers in our community. We are so grateful to the Norris Foundation for
this contribution and for its continuing support for the Peninsula Friends of the
Library for over 10 years. Peninsula Center Library is open on Sundays because of the
Foundation’s generosity and belief in the importance of education.
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Mark Your Calendar!
"Mardi Gras is the love of life. It is the harmonic
convergence of our food, our music, our
creativity, our eccentricity, our neighborhoods,
and our joy of living. All at once." - Chris Rose
Join the Peninsula Friends of the Library for
a “Night on Bourbon Street,” March 9, 2019.
Enjoy an evening of delicious regional food
and toe-tapping music. Laissez les bons temps
rouler! (Let the good times roll!)
This is the Friends’ annual fundraiser. With
your support we are able to give special
funding to the Palos Verdes Library District
each year. We look forward to seeing you and
celebrating our community!

Jennifer Addington Is
New Library Director

President’s Message
Peninsula Friends of the Library
2018 has been a good year for the Peninsula Friends of the Library and portends
a great 2019! We were sad to see Loretta Patterson, our beloved Executive
Director, retire mid-year but feel very fortunate to find Colleen Cotter as Loretta’s
replacement. Colleen has hit the ground running and her energy is pushing us all to
new heights. Sabina Merchant and Helen Stoddart were elected to the PFL Board
of Directors at our October Board meeting, increasing our Board membership
to 14. They each bring a love of the library and new ideas on stewardship and
community support to our Board.
The library also welcomed a new Director, Jennifer Addington, and a new Deputy
Director, Ryan Roy. Both have been highly supportive of the Friends and our
programs. Ray Randall ran a very successful fundraising campaign for the Annex,
surpassing our goal of $600,000. This new facility will add significantly to our Palos
Verdes community for teens and for other users. Dave Milam, Membership Chair,
has increased the Friends membership rolls to 750 and has set his sights on 3,000 in
a few years.
Jane Jones and her Development Committee have chosen March 9, 2019, for our
Annual Gala and they are preparing a most festive evening for all of us with the
theme of Mardi Gras. Mark your calendars! Peter Sweers has updated the inventory
at the Gift Shop and increased the opening hours, resulting in a large sales increase
this past year.
Used Book Sales continue to provide a large part of our Friends revenue with
a significant increase in internet sales. We much appreciate your continuing
donations and patronage.
And finally, a big shout out and Thank You to our many volunteers. The number
of hours and the contributions of our volunteers are truly amazing, and we could
never do what we do without you!
Ron DeFrees
President, Peninsula Friends of the Library

Friends Welcome New Corporate Sponsors
The Friends are pleased to announce that we have two new corporate sponsors. We
want to thank Rolling Robots and Virginia Butler and Les Fishman of Butler Fishman
Properties.
Rolling Robots, a kids-tech company located on Silver Spur Road
(directly opposite the Peninsula Center Library), has been serving
the Palos Verdes community for the past 10 years, providing
an exciting learning environment for young tech geniuses who
love to design, build, create, and compete with awesome robots.
Check out their programs at RollingRobots.com.
Virginia Butler and Les Fishman have lived in Palos Verdes for
over 30 years and have over 50 years of real estate experience
between them. They are active members in the community
and were elected citizens of the year by our community in
2014. Les has served as President of the Rotary Club for the
Palos Verdes Peninsula chapter. Visit butlerfishman.com for more information.
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Life Members
Celebrated
This years’ Life Member party was a
big success, with more than 70 people
attending and enjoying a delicious high
tea. Dr. David Hart shared with us the
importance of being happy and what
it takes to create a happy life. A big
THANK YOU to Pat Foltz for always
organizing and creating a wonderful
event for our Life Members.
By becoming a Life Member of the
Friends for a one-time gift of $1,000, you
can make an investment in the future
of the library. All Life Member funds are
designated directly to the endowment
fund to help us reach our $5 million
goal. Choosing to be a Life Member
gives you the satisfaction of knowing
that you belong to an exceptional group
of Friends who are empowering the
community by making an investment
in the future of our library district.
For more information, please contact
Colleen Cotter 310-921-7505 or
ccotter@pvldfriends.org

Library Shop Turns 35!
The Library Shop celebrated its 35th
anniversary in September with a twoweek sale that was well-attended. We
wish to thank our patrons for their
continued support and hope to have
more special events in the future. Please
remember our gift shop when shopping
for friends and family all year long!

Greetings! My name is Jennifer
Addington and I am the Director for
the Palos Verdes Library District. I have
served in libraries for almost 20 years,
a majority of that time right here at
PVLD! I started my career as a clerk in
technical services and worked my way
through almost every department,
earning my Masters in Library and
Information Science from San Jose
State University along the way. In 2013
I left for three years to be the Deputy
Director at the Pasadena Public Library.
While it was an exciting and educational
experience, when the chance came to
return as Deputy Director I wasted no
time applying. In 2016 I was thrilled
to work again in a community I knew
and loved and with a staff I trusted and
admired.
The three branches of the Palos Verdes
Library District (and Annex!) are
true community centers, each giving
exceptional service with a personal
touch. We’ve worked hard to put our
patrons first and to create outstanding
programming opportunities with
book clubs, movie showings, art shows
and after-hours social events. We’ve
eliminated fines on children’s materials
and audio books and are creating a new
Annex at the Peninsula Center Library—
all to support the needs of our patrons.
To many we are so much more than just
what is housed on our shelves. It warms
my heart to know that people come to
the library for a good book, magazine,
or movie and stay for the camaraderie
and companionship they find.

On July 1, 2018, I was honored to be
chosen as the new District Director by
the Board of Library Trustees. Taking
the helm as Director is a dream come
true as I can’t imagine a better place to
work or a better team to be working
with. I know for a fact there is no better
library support organization than the
Peninsula Friends of the Library. Other
libraries are often awestruck by the
support the PFL gives to the library, but
knowing this group as I do, nothing else
would be acceptable. Their dedication
to the community and the library is
amazing. Together PVLD and the PFL
have created programs and events for
patrons of all ages with more in the
works. When the library and the Friends
come together—anything is possible!

Meet Deputy Director
Ryan Roy

Travel With Friends

Croatia

Traveling just got easier with Peninsula
Friends of the Library. Here’s a chance
to join community members who also
want to travel either to Croatia, Slovenia,
and the Adriatic Coast or to American
Music Cities in the Fall of 2019.
Everything will be taken care of; all you
need to do is have fun! Collette Travel
and Sharon Ryan, with An Uncommon
Journey in Malaga Cove, will plan it all
for you. Whether you go with a friend or
alone, you can be confident in traveling
with friends from our community. Plus,
your participation benefits the library.
Join us for an information presentation
on Wednesday, February 6th, at 2:00 p.m.
in the Peninsula Center Community
room. Travel booklets are available at all
PVLD branches.

On October 1st, PVLD welcomed a
new Deputy Director, Ryan Roy. Ryan
previously worked as the Public Services
Director for the Altadena Library
District, where he served as their Acting
District Director since January of 2018.
Ryan comes to PVLD with 20 years of
experience in libraries and a passion
for making a difference in the lives
of library users. “Everyone has been
extremely warm and welcoming,” Ryan
says of his first month at PVLD. “It’s
been an absolute pleasure getting to
know the staff and the community.”
In his spare time, he enjoys traveling,
hiking, and occasionally, fiction writing.
Ryan and his wife, Katherine, along
with their two sons, James and Jackson,
moved to Rancho Palos Verdes in
September. “We’ve had a blast getting
to know our way around the peninsula.”

American Music Cities

Tea Offered In the Library
Are you a tea drinker? Then please
join us for a cup on Monday mornings
between 9 and 11 a.m. in the Peninsula
Center Library. Come for casual
socializing or to play a board game or
cards, available for check out at the
reference desk. Stop by the reference
desk for more details.
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The Living History Museum of African
American Heroes Celebrates 10 Years!
Meet Rosa Parks, Misty
Copeland, and Frederick
Douglass at the library!
Each February, at the
Living History Museum
of African American
heroes, children ages 5 to
14 portray their heroes
and teach the community
about them. We’re looking
for kids to be part of the
museum this year on
February 24. They will
work with community
mentors to gain excellent
presentation and research
skills, learn the importance
of history, become civically engaged, and of course, have
fun! Students of all backgrounds in grades K through 8 from
all school districts may participate. Contact Laura Henry at
lhenry@pvld.org for more information.

Lianne & Friends - Speaker Series. Lianne LaReine will bring
captivating speakers every month to the Peninsula Center
Library. 2nd Fridays from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in the Community
Room. For more information call 310-377-9584 x601.
■■ Greg Schreiner, President of the Marilyn Monroe Society in
Los Angeles, talks about Marilyn Monroe on January 11.
■■ David Benoit, American jazz pianist, composer and
producer, will speak on February 8.
Little Fish Tales by the Sea 2019. 3rd Thursday of every
month at the Point Vicente Interpretive Center from 10:30 to
11:30 am. Storytime fun with stories, songs, and a craft.
The Three Musketeers. January 19 from 1 to 2 p.m. in
Peninsula Center Library Community Room. En garde!
Swordplay Choreography Exhibition. Learn about the art and
stagecraft of swordplay and participate in a choreographed
swordfight. Plus, enter a free raffle for tickets to the West Coast
premiere of “The Three Musketeers” playing at the Norris
Theatre January 25 through February 3.
Second Sundays at Miraleste. Sponsored by Jerry & Laura
RE/MAX Estate Properties, these special programs from 2 to
4 p.m. on the second Sunday of every month feature a mix of
entertainment, classes, and demonstrations:

Upcoming Library Programs

■■ January 13: Andy & Renee. A wonderful blend of original
music and lively covers of known and loved classics.

Lots of exciting adult services programs are lined up for January
through June, 2019. Here’s a look at what’s ahead:

■■ February 10: Author Pramilla Dugal hosts a cooking
demonstration & tasting based on her cookbook “Nepali
Cooking For Your Health."

Opera Talks. Lecture Series at Malaga Cove Library - Led by LA
Opera’s Community Educators. Mondays: January 7, February 4,
March 4, and April 8, from 2 to 3 p.m.

Community Art Show

Each fall, the Palos Verdes Library
District holds our Annual Community
Art Show, inviting both professional
and amateur local artists to exhibit
their work throughout the library, a
heavily-trafficked, accessible platform.

■■ May 12: Chado Tea Room hosts a special Mother’s Day High
Tea. $40 per ticket and reservations are required.

1st place winner: James Muscarello for
“Check Your Pulse”

"Bee Yourself" Sensory Friendly Browsing. Every 4th Saturday
of the month from 9 to 11 a.m. Children on the autism
spectrum and with special needs will enjoy this event starting
with a calm, gentle hour of browsing in the library before the
library opens. For children of all ages and their families.

■■ June 9: Peter Small performs as President John Adams.

2nd place winner: Barbara Beer for
“Trakei Tower”

Teen Tech 4 Seniors. Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.,
Peninsula Center Library Community Room.
Balance and Mobility. Tuesdays, 2 to 3 p.m., January 15 to
February 19, Peninsula Center Library Community Room.
RSVP required; call 310-377-9584 ext. 601.
Classics at Noon. Malaga Cove Library, 12:00 p.m., first
Monday of every month. Film series featuring essential
Hollywood films from the 1930s through the 1980s.
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Regular library programs are sponsored by the Peninsula
Friends of the Library.

By Dave Milam

■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

Soo Byun for “Clearing”
Janelle Carbajal for “Excerpt 1”
Tim Hurley for “Ocean Splash”
Kristy Jimenez for “Cars of Havana”
George Marlowe for “The Military
Industrial Complex”
Nao Norizuki for “China Town”
Sharon Oblinger for “Cityscape”
Jack Padian for “Viewpoint”
Margaret Yuko Tran for “Inside the
Round House”
Caroline Turnbull for “Place and Time”

Seeing our membership grow is our goal!
Your library district serves broad and
deep interests across generations, from
great-grandparents to toddlers, and
promotes diversity in our community.
We are initiating a campaign to double
the number of Friends who support the
Palos Verdes Libraries. Our objective is
to have at least one in 20 residents and/
or library card holders participating
in our community by becoming a
Peninsula Friend of the Library member.
Our community will become more vital
with your help. Your membership $$ go
toward:
■■ Sunday hours (we are the only library
in a 15-mile radius open on Sundays)
■■ 48 children’s Storytimes
■■ Summer Reading programs for
children and adults

The music was provided by the Corelli
Ensemble and the pictures were taken
by volunteer Melina Durre. Thank you!
To see more pictures from the show, visit
the Gallery on the Friends website at
pvldfriends.org.

■■ April 14: Del Amo Olive oil and balsamic tasting. Take a
culinary trip around the world.

Kitten Foster Information. Saturday, January 5, from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. , Peninsula Center Library Community Room.

■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

■■ Movies & concerts

Boomers and Beyond - Aging Well on the Peninsula. A series
of programs geared toward the 55-and-over crowd. Join us for
Balance and Mobility, Chair Yoga, Teen Tech 4 Seniors, Brain
Games, and more! Visit pvld.org/celebrate/boomers for news
and information.

Jazz & Swing: Yet Another Encore! April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30,
and May 7, 2019 at 1 p.m. in the Peninsula Center Library
Community Room. Taught by Dr. Thom David Mason, retired
Professor of Jazz Studies at the USC Thornton School of
Music, this multi-media presentation is filled with musical
examples, rare photos, film clips, humorous stories, and live
demonstrations that stimulate, educate and entertain. Join
us for entirely new lectures on Count Basie and Kansas City,
Women who play jazz, The Story of the Blues, Jazz and Swing
on the West Coast, Jazz and Swing in the 70s and 80s, and Jazz
and Swing from the 90s to the present.

Become a Library Friend

This year, 98 artists of all ages from
the community participated and 133
pieces were displayed. The highlyanticipated opening reception was
held on November 17 and was wellattended by artists and patrons who
gathered to enjoy the art together.
Congratulations to our 2018 winners!

■■ March 10: Malin Rigby Bilgic presents “Painting in the
Library.” Learn new skills and create your own work of art.

Contact Eve Wittenmyer for more information: 310-377-9584
x452 or ewittenmyer@pvld.org.

Honorable Mentions:

3rd place winner: Tim Hurley for “Old
Views Run Deep - Oceanic Anglerfish
Bottom Trawler”

■■ The new Annex
■■ Library Gift Shop
■■ Wi-Fi access in all three libraries
■■ Over 1000 library programs
Become a Friend and gratefully help our
community grow.

Join the Sustaining Circle
Want an easy way to make a sustaining
investment? Then please join the Friends
Sustaining Circle. For as little as $10 a
month, you’ll provide a consistent base
of support to let the Friends better
plan for future programs. Your monthly
contribution can be automatically
deducted from a checking account or
credit/debit card. Here are the benefits:
■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

Automatic membership renewal
Annual tax receipt
Reduced carbon footprint
Reduced cost
Donor satisfaction

Join today at pvldfriends.org/give/
sustaining-circle or by calling
310-921-7503.
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Friends Hire Executive
Director Colleen Cotter

Jenny Hong

Annex, continued from page 1

of volunteering and was a previous
Executive Board member for Art At
Your Fingertips, a collaborative program
between the Palos Verdes Art Center
and the Palos Verdes Peninsula School
District. She enjoys cooking and walking
her two spaniels, Chloe and Macy.

Sabina Merchant

The Friends of the Library are very glad
to welcome Colleen Cotter as the new
Executive Director, replacing Loretta
Patterson. Here’s what Colleen has to say
about her new job:
“I have been fortunate to have lived on
the Peninsula for the past 24 years and
have enjoyed every moment of it with my
husband, Michael, and two (now adult)
children. I have volunteered for most of
my life and for the past eight years I have
worked in the South Bay in the nonprofit
sector. I am so happy to be part of the
Peninsula Friends of the Library. We have
so many wonderful events and plans
for the future. Our goal is to grow your
membership and the involvement of the
community here at the library and with
the Friends. I know we will be successful
because our community believes in
giving back and supporting our library.
Please come by and meet me and the
team: Charlie Trujillo and Julie Nourayi.
Thank you!”

Friends Board Welcomes
New Directors
The Friends are also pleased to have
three new directors on the board: Jenny
Hong, Helen Stoddart, and Sabina
Merchant. (Jenny has been on the board
since the beginning of 2018.)
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Jenny Hong lives in Rolling Hills Estates
with her husband, Roger, and her two
daughters, Emilia and Sydney. She is
an attorney at the law firm of Munger,
Tolles & Olson, where her practice
focuses on complex civil litigation
with an emphasis on the financial
services industry. Jenny received her
undergraduate degree from Harvard
and her law degree from NYU. She
was a member of the Board of Library
Trustees in 2017 and joined the Board
of the Peninsula Friends of the Library
in 2018. Jenny and her family are
proud to support our excellent Palos
Verdes libraries because they bring
our community together and create
opportunities for education and
inspiration for everyone.

Helen Stoddart

Helen Stoddart has been a resident of
Palos Verdes Estates for the past 18
years. She is married to Russell and has
two sons, Samuel (24) and Jack (22).
Originally from the UK, Helen has also
lived in France and Denmark. She has
worked at Malaga Bank for the past
seven years and currently works at
the Torrance branch as a Customer
Service Manager. Helen is involved in
the community with numerous hours

Friends Solve Murder Mystery

Having lived and worked in multiple
countries, as well as multiple cities across
the United States, Sabina Merchant
finally put her roots down in Rolling
Hills Estates, where she lives with her
husband, Sohel, and 5-year old son,
Asher. Throughout her travels, books
have been her constant companion,
even in places where access to libraries,
or books in general, was limited. She
understands, firsthand, the need
and importance of public libraries,
and the role they play as gateways to
knowledge—for kids, as well as adults.
Sabina has previously worked with
business enterprises in the healthcare,
automotive, manufacturing, and
finance industries among others,
managing projects and providing her
expertise in software projects and
enterprise management, as well as
software building and design. She has an
undergraduate degree in International
Business from Kennesaw State University
and a Masters in Applied Economics
from Eastern Michigan University. Sabina
also received training in early childhood
development, and has helped several
parents develop personalized programs
for their children through her volunteer
work. Besides her love for reading and
learning, she enjoys cooking, travelling,
and spending time with her family, and is
interested in writing.

On October 27, 50 Friends became sleuths for a fun evening
at Malaga Cove library. Working together to solve a murder
mystery and guided by two talented actors, the detectives
interviewed suspects and tried to figure out “who done it.” All
fingers pointed at the starlet Cherry Bomb! The guests enjoyed
dinner and entertainment. This fun event sold out in five days
and we have a waiting list for next year's Murder Mystery; we
promise it will be another thrilling evening out with Friends!

Library Staff Share Hidden Gems
The Friends are offering a bi-monthly gathering to learn from
library staff about the wonderful services and subscriptions
the library offers to our patrons. In September, for example, we
learned about ebooks, audiobooks, and Flipster (magazines),
and researching on ancestry.com. On January 4th we will
learn how to download movies through Hoopla and Kanopy.
On March 1st the History room will host an open house,
and May 3rd will feature a VIP tour of the library. Check the
Friends Events calendar for more information at pvldfriends.
org/events or contact Colleen Cotter at 310-921-7505 or
ccotter@pvldfriends.org.

While construction is going on, the Young Readers Department
will be formulating plans to get as much teen involvement in
the process as possible. We will be holding several focus groups
with the Peninsula Teen Advisory Council to get ideas on what
kinds of colors, furniture, and extra amenities teens want to see
in the new building. And, since it really is a NEW Annex center,
we will be holding a logo design contest, open to all local 6th 12th grade students, to create a fresh, new logo for the Annex.
More information on focus groups and the logo design contest
will be announced soon on our website and social media
channels. Plus, we will be following the Annex as it takes shape
in its new location. You can also keep up with the progress on
the Friends website at pvldfriends.org/the-annex. We are so
excited to be entering this new chapter in enhanced services for
the wonderful teens in our community!
PVLD and the Friends are grateful to the many donors who
helped make the new Annex possible. Please visit the Friends
website at pvldfriends.org/thank-you-to-our-annex-donors/
to see a complete list of Annex donors. Thank you!

Access eLibrary Anywhere
Your library has a wide range of digital services for all ages, free
with your library card. Ebooks, magazines, music, movies, and
online classes can be easily accessed from your home computer
or mobile device at www.pvld.org/elibrary. Don't have a
library card? Drop by the front desk at any of the libraries to get
an application, or do it online at pvld.org/application.

Your Story is the Peninsula's Story
They say "every picture tells a story,” and we know it’s true. The
Local History Center hosts digital scanning events throughout
the year, and we invite you to bring a favorite photo (or two!)
for an afternoon of digitizing as we capture your story as part
of the Peninsula's story. Started in 2016, YSPS is part of an
effort to preserve our Peninsula's story by documenting the
lives and stories of our diverse community. The next session
will be held on Saturday, February 23, from 1 to 5 p.m. in the
Peninsula Center Community Room.
Additionally, during National Library Week, our dedicated
Librarians will be visiting each of our locations with special
audio and video recording equipment to capture your story
and your thoughts on what PVLD means to you. Share your
library story during the week of April 8th through 19th at all
three branches.
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The mission of the Peninsula
Friends of the Library is to raise
funds to support the Palos Verdes
Library District and to build
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the Peninsula Friends of the
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Upcoming Library Book Sales
Peninsula Center

Malaga Cove

January 3 - 6

January 18 - 19

February 7 - 10

February 15 - 16

March 7 - 10

March 15 - 16

April 4 - 7

April 26 - 27

May 2 - 5

May 17 - 18

June 6 - 9

June 21 - 22

July 11 - 14

July 19 - 20

