
The 2016 Summer Reading Program Is 
Now Live and Online
It’s time to Read for the Win at the Palos Verdes Library District! 
Kids from babies to teens can become PV Summer Readers by 
going to www.pvsummerreaders.org and keeping track of how 
much they read over the summer. Or drop by any PVLD library 
to join in person. Just by reading, kids will earn cool prizes and 
online awards while they enjoy awesome stories. Registration 
begins June 6 online or in person.

Babies and preschoolers who read or listen to 50 books will win 
a free board book. Kids going into kindergarten through 5th 
grade will keep track of the number of minutes they read or 
listen to books and earn achievement patches, similar to scout 
badges but unique to PVLD. Teens in grades 6 through 12 earn 
Amazon gift cards, so they can buy more of their favorite books. 
Readers can pick up their prizes from June 13 to August 21.

Kids of all ages have fun with another component of the 
program: PVLD’s famous Riddle of the Week, starting June 20. 
Children coming to the library can solve a riddle using a secret 
code and get a small prize. Th is year, they’ll also learn a secret 
code to access an online award. Riddle of the Week is designed 
so that preschoolers and older kids can have fun while they 
improve their reading and early literacy skills. 

Summer is the time when kids can relax and simply enjoy a 
story, read some funny riddles, or dig into some nonfi ction to 
learn about a topic they love. With no tests, book reports, or 
dioramas required, kids are reminded of the fun of reading—a 
crucial development in a child’s reading life. Just as important, 
reading over the summer helps school age children maintain 
and improve their reading skills over the long summer months. 
Last year 4,000 readers participated in the program. 

Two-for-one Issue!
Th is summer issue of the Friends newsletter brings you 
the PVLD’s Bookmarks as well. To better share resources 
and improve information, the two seasonal newsletters 
have been combined into one publication this summer. 

If you’re not a member of the Friends, please consider 
joining. For as little as $25 a year, you can be part of 
the nonprofi t organization that supports the library, 
funding programs such as Sunday hours at the Peninsula 
Center Library, free internet and Wi-Fi access, and 
eBooks, eMagazines, and subscriptions to online services. 
Visit www.pvldfriends.org or call Loretta Patterson, 
PFL Director of Development, at 310-921-7505.

Parents and caregivers love this program, enjoying the closeness 
of reading with the children and seeing their love of reading 
grow. Th ey also love the exciting weekly events each branch 
off ers in June,  July, and August. Our activities this year feature 
jugglers, magic, crafts, and balloon fun. Check our calendar for 
the days and times of the events.

Th e Summer Reading Program runs from June 6 to August 21, 
one of the longest library reading programs in the South Bay. 
It is thanks to the Peninsula Friends of the Library that PVLD 
is able to off er exciting reading, cool prizes, special events, and 
funny riddles all summer long. Visit the library this summer and 
fi nd out how you can “Read for the Win!”

Reading Program:  June 6 to August 21

Weekly activities:  June 14 to August 2

Riddle of the Week:  June 20 to August 14

Questions? Call 310-377-9584 ext 600.
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New Online Services 
Coming in July
Several new online services will be 
available starting in July: Rosetta Stone, 
World Book Student Edition, JSTOR, and 
Total BooX.

Rosetta Stone is an award-winning, 
technology-based language learning 
solution. Th is interactive approach has 
been used by millions of learners around 
the world and now is available at the 
library—or anywhere, anytime.

Rosetta Stone features courses in 30 
languages to meet a range of community 
needs. It provides:

 ■ 50 hours of foundational instruction

 ■ Core lessons to build reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening skills

 ■ Focused activities to refi ne grammar, 
vocabulary, pronunciation, and more

 ■ Mobile apps that enable learners to 
reinforce language on the go

For more information, go to: 
www.pvld.org.

World Book Student Edition 
is tailored for students in elementary 
and middle schools. It includes all the 
articles from the print versions of the 
World Book Encyclopedia plus learning 
resources and research tools. World Book 
Student is also optimized for tablets for 
the ultimate mobile research experience. 
To learn more, go to:
www.pvld.org/research.

JSTOR is a growing digital library of 
academic journals, books, and primary 
sources. To learn more, go to:
www.pvld.org/research. 

President’s Message 
Th e Friends of the Library is very pleased to be sharing 
this edition of our newsletter with the Library District’s 
newsletter, Bookmarks. Th is is an opportunity to 
combine resources and reduce the cost of the two 
newsletters, while expanding the reach of the Friends 
message and information to many more Peninsula 
residents. We hope that readers new to the Friends will 
be impressed with our work in support of the Library 
District and will want to become a member to be part of this eff ort.

Th e Friends raises funds to supplement the tax revenues that support the 
Library District. We give $400,000—and some times more—to the Library 
District each year. Friends’ funding pays for Sunday hours at Peninsula Center 
Library; the summer reading program at all three libraries; adult programs; 
additional library materials, including e-books and databases; and various 
building needs at the three libraries. We raise money through memberships, 
grants, events, and individual donations.

We’ve carried out a variety of activities in 2016. In February we sent 
Valentines to our donors and volunteers. In March, we participated in the 
“One Book, One Peninsula” program. Board member Tom Chan hosted a 
tea for Chinese parents to learn more about volunteer opportunities at 
the Library. Board member James Lin organized a Wellness Seminar for the 
Chinese-speaking community. May is the month for our annual luncheon 
that honors the many volunteers who give their time and talent to help the 
Library. Th ere is always a need for more volunteers – think about whether you 
may have some time to serve the Library.

We are now looking ahead to the fall and planning a key fundraising and fun 
event. Watch for information in the libraries and in our newsletters.  

Th e Friends’ Board of Directors and the Library District send a big thank-you 
to the many community members who have made donations to the Friends 
in support of the Library. When you are at Peninsula Center Library, visit the 
donor wall in the entry foyer and view the impressive list of supporters.

If you’d like to become a member of the Friends or would like more 
information about how you can become involved, please visit our website 
at www.pvldfriends.org or call Loretta Patterson, Director of Development, 
at 310-921-7505. 

Nancy Mahr

Passport Services Coming to Malaga Cove
Good News!  Soon you’ll be able to 
get your passport at the Malaga Cove 
Library. Th e branch will off er passport 
services (by appointment only) 
starting in August. To learn more, visit 
www.pvld.org/services/passport.
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Total BooX is a new ebook service that gives you unlimited 
access to thousands of ebooks in a wide range of fi ction and 
nonfi ction categories, which can be downloaded 24/7 to your 
iPad, iPhone, Android device, or Kindle. Th ere are no limitations, 
waiting lines, or time restrictions on reading. 

Find out more:  www.pvld.org/totalboox. 

Malaga Cove Desk Back in Circulation
Construction and installation of the new circulation desk at 
the Malaga Cove Library is now complete. Th is latest project 
at the historic building follows other improvements intended 
to restore the library’s original design while incorporating 
technological and structural upgrades. 

Opened in 1930, the Malaga Cove Library is the foundation 
stone of the Palos Verdes Library District. It remains one of the 
area’s most beautiful structures and is listed on both the State 
and National Register of Historic Places. Architect Myron Hunt 
designed the building in the Mediterranean Revival style. Th e 
library still contains much of the original Renaissance-style 
furniture, but the original circulation desk and art-deco lighting 
from the reading room of the original library was removed over 
the years. Th e original lighting was restored in 2014 so it now 
matches a picture of the library from 1930.

Th e original circulation desk was located across from the park 
entrance to the library which presented some operational 
diffi  culties. Th e new circulation desk is located by the entry 
door and has all the functionality of a modern library service 
desk, but the design duplicates the original. Located across the 
room the new reference desk is also a re-creation of the old 
desk design.

Th e project was funded in part by L.A. County Supervisor Don 
Knabe and Friends donors.

Man On Mars
Have you ever asked yourself, 
“Why do we want to go to 
Mars?” Perhaps more 
importantly, “Are 
we ready to go to 
Mars?” Th ese and 
other questions 
will be answered by 
Paul Yun, a NASA 
and Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory Solar 
System Ambassador in 
an upcoming program at 
the Peninsula Center Library, 
on July 30, from 2 to 4 p.m. in 
the Community Room.

Th e Mars Mission, a very hot topic in the space world and 
with the general public, will be explained by Paul in an 
accessible and exciting way, sure to engage young and old alike. 
Learn how the Pathfi nder landed on Mars in 1997 and how 
the Curiosity Rover operates on the red planet. Th is interactive 
lecture, demonstration, and Q&A session will educate and 
delight humans of all ages. For more information, visit 
www.pvld.org or call 310-377-9584 ext. 601.

Dr. Amy Wang Presents Wellness 
Seminar
On March 25, Dr. Amy Wang of UCLA Health presented a 
wellness seminar in Chinese for residents of our community. 
Over 40 people attended the event, which was promoted by 
Friends board member, James Lin, and sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library.
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Donations That Reduce 
Adjusted Gross Income
By Dick Lohrer

Late in 2015, Congress resurrected a 
tax benefi t that allows contributions 
from an IRA account to a nonprofi t 
organization and made it permanent. 
Th is makes it possible to make a 
donation from your IRA to Peninsula 
Friends of the Library. 

Th e IRS excludes gifts from an IRA 
from any individual’s adjusted gross 
income for federal tax purposes, and 
no charitable deduction is allowed. 

Note that tax-wise, reductions in 
adjusted gross income save the donor 
more money than the loss of an 
income tax deduction, because certain 
other tax deductions, such as those for 
medical expenses, are calculated as a 
percentage of adjusted gross income. 
A lower AGI means a larger amount of 
medical expenses can be deducted. 

By making a direct IRA distribution 
to PFL, a taxpayer can increase the 

benefi t of other tax deductions 
as well as reduce California State 
income taxes. 

Here are the ground rules:

 ■ Donors age 70½ or older may 
move up to $100,000 from their 
IRA directly to PFL, tax free.

 ■ Direct transfers count toward IRS 
mandatory withdrawals.

 ■ Transfers must go directly from 
the IRA fi duciary company to PFL.

 ■ Th e maximum tax-free gift per 
individual in any one year is 
$100,000. Note that spouses 
who are 70½ may also make a 
transfer to PFL from their own 
IRA accounts.

 ■ Gifts may not be directed to 
donor advised funds or used to 
establish life income gifts such as 
charitable annuities and charitable 
trusts.

Please call Loretta Patterson, 
PFL Director of Development, at 
310-921-7505 for more information.

The Annex is Moving
Th e Annex will be moving from its 
current location next to the Peninsula 
Center Library to a new location across 
the street: 655 Deep Valley Drive, 
suite 175. It will be closed from June 29 
through July 12 during the move, but will 
reopen in its new location on Wednesday, 
July 13. All incoming 6th through 12th 
grade students are invited to come hang 
out at the Annex during the summer, 
Monday through Th ursday, from 1 to 
5 p.m. Come check us out in the new 
space. Play some video games, have some 
popcorn, watch a movie, read a book, or 
just chill.

Save the Date!
Mark your calendar for the afternoon of 
Sunday, October 23. Th e annual Friends 
of the Library gala will be held this year 
at the home of Jackie Glass, who has 
generously off ered her beautiful house as 
the venue for our major fundraising event 
of the year. We’ll provide more details 
later; we hope you can join us!

Library Card Re-design 
Contest
Love your PVLD library card? Have you 
ever thought “I could design a better 
one?” Well, this summer is your chance. 
Starting July 11, the library will be holding 
the PVLD Design a Library Card Contest. 
Children, teens, and adults will have the 
opportunity to design a limited edition 
library card. Designs will be exhibited in 
the Peninsula Center Library and online 
so members of the community can vote 
for their favorites. Th e library will produce 
the winning card in each category—
Children, Teen, and Adult—and the 
winners will receive a $50 gift card for 
Barnes and Noble. Pick up an entry form 
at any of our branches at the circulation 
or reference desks, starting July 11.

Over Tea, Chinese-Speaking Parents Hear About  
Ways to Help the Library 
On May 24, Friends board member Tom Chan invited 22 Chinese-speaking parents 
to a “Tea” at the Peninsula Center Library. Guests were given information about the 
library and about the Friends to encourage them to become volunteers at the 
library and with the Friends.  

For more information about becoming a volunteer, please contact Dori Medina, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at dmedina@pvld.org.
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Patron Profi le: Spencer Gray
Spencer Gray will 
be a senior in the 
fall at Peninsula 
High School and 
has been coming to 
the Library Annex 
every day since he 
was a freshman. Th e 
17-year old likes 
the Annex because 
he can socialize 
with his friends, 
play video games, 
do homework, and 
talk about Robotics, 
which happens to 
be his favorite thing. 
Spencer is on the 
robotics team at the 
high school and he 
returns to campus in the evenings to work with other members 
on the team. “Robotics are my life,” he says.

Spencer, who has lived in Palos Verdes since he was young, 
has always liked “tinkering” and credits the STEM program in 
middle school for his “hard core” fall into robotics. As soon as 
he found the team in High School he joined and has been a 
dedicated member since the 9th grade. Th e team competed in 
the National Championship in St. Louis in April this year. 

Not surprisingly for someone passionate about robotics, 
Spencer is interested in physics and engineering. But he also 
likes being able to communicate with people and to help 
others; for example, he acts as the spokesman for the Robotics 
team at the high school, communicating with students 
and staff . He also helps teammate Kenny Uchida produce a 
monthly newsletter for the 50 students on the team and they 
are currently working on broadening their outreach to share 
their enthusiasm for robotics. Th e Annex provides a safe and 
inspiring place to do this.

Another reason Spencer likes the Annex is because he thinks 
the staff  are “super nice.” He is grateful to Annex Assistants Greg 
Douglass and Ivonne Hanson, who help with homework and 
the computers, recommend books to read, and are fun to talk 
to. Spencer says he often has great conversations with Greg. 
And Greg occasionally brings his Play Station 4 into the Annex, 
which is always a big hit.

Because video games are taken pretty seriously by many of 
the teens visiting in the afternoons, much time in the Annex is 
devoted to honing gaming skills and competing with friends. 
Last year, Spencer organized a Super Smash tournament that 
lasted for several days in the Annex. He defi ned the tournament 
rules and set the brackets for the competition in which about 
30 teens participated.

Spencer has made a lot of friends at the Annex, but he has 
also brought along many of his friends from school to enjoy 
what it off ers. Th e Annex will be moving soon, and Spencer is 
fi ne with that. Asked what improvements he’d like to see, he 
suggested acquiring a set of textbooks from the high schools 
to eliminate one of the excuses for not doing homework. 
Oh . . . and maybe a PlayStation 4? 

From State Librarian Greg Lucas ...
Library director Kathy Gould recently received this message 
from California State Librarian Greg Lucas:

“Just wanted you to know I was looking for a book 
online, found it several places but noticed a copy at the 
pvldfriends website and bought it there. I’ve been emailing 
Julie Nourayi . . . who has been super friendly and helpful.”

Internet book sales bring more than $45,000 in annual revenue 
to the Friends (and so, to the library). Th is program would 
not exist if not for the individuals like Julie Nourayi and Katy 
Watkins who volunteer their time to work the book sales. 

Art in Our Library is Expanding
PVLD’s annual community art show is expanding. Community 
artists and groups will soon be able to exhibit their work 
year-round at all of our branches. Th e library will also be 
inviting exhibiting artists to collaborate with PVLD to provide 
art programming for our patrons that enhances their own 
exhibits. Th is new initiative will provide community artists an 
accessible space to show their work while helping to provide 
new and exciting art instruction to our patrons.

Our fi rst exhibit, 
Alvaro Roble: 
Artworks, will be 
shown June 21 
to August 15. 
Alvaro will lead 
a workshop 
on collage and 
mixed media 
techniques on 
July 23 in the 
Peninsula Center 
Community 
Room.

Our annual community art exhibit will be presented 
November 1 through December 31, 2016. Th e library will 
begin accepting submissions August 15. Check the website for 
upcoming exhibits and programs: pvld.org/artinourlibrary. 
Our new online form to apply to show your own artwork will 
be coming soon. For more information, please contact Ketzie 
Diaz at kdiaz@pvld.org or 310-377-9584 ext. 230.
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Thank you, Volunteers!
Library volunteers help make PVLD one of the best 
libraries in the state. Th e Friends of the library are 
grateful to these generous individuals every day, but 
once a year the Friends host a luncheon to recognize 
the volunteers for all the hours they give freely to the 
library district. Th is year’s event was held at the Palos 
Verdes Golf Club on May 17, and was attended by 
more than 100 people. After lunch, those individuals 
who reached milestones of 1000, 2000, 3,000, and 6,000 
hours were given awards by Library Director Kathy 
Gould. Volunteers donated over 19,000 hours in 2015!
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Th e mission of the Peninsula 
Friends of the Library is to raise 
funds to support the Palos 
Verdes Library District and to 
build community awareness 
of and enthusiasm for Library 
services, programs, and needs. 

Friends  is the newsletter of 
the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library. Please send comments 
to Mary Tavetian, Editor, at 
mary.tav@verizon.net. 
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 Upcoming Library Book Sales 
   Peninsula Center Malaga Cove

    July  7 - 10  July 15 - 16

    August  4 - 7 August  19 - 20

    September  8 - 11  September  16 - 17 

    October  6 - 9 October  21 - 22

    November  3 - 6 November  18 - 19

    December 1 - 4 December  9 - 10 

From the Arte en espanol Collective Show at Malaga Cove Library:  Cocinera (left) by 
Eva Armisen and Geisha Eyes (right) by Teresa Calderon and Mersuka Dopazo 


