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Find a World of Wonders at the
Library This Summer!
by Laura Henry, Young Readers Manager

Summer is coming, and a world of wonders awaits kids of all
ages at the Palos Verdes Library District.
PV Summer Readers: Kids and Teens who join this program
can earn cool prizes for summer reading. Members may read
any books and try reading activities that are fun, exciting,
informative and funny. They can track their progress online
or use the classic paper reading logs. Our theme this year,
“Find a World of Wonders,” reminds kids and parents too
that reading opens up the world to us all! Kids going into
grades K-5 will earn achievement patches, similar to scout
badges but unique to PVLD. Teens grades 6-12 earn Amazon
gift cards, so they can get more of their favorite books. The
program runs June 5 through August 20.

Book Sale Room Named for Lore and
John Stolpestad

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten:
PVLD is kicking off this new initiative
for Pre-readers, a nationwide
challenge that encourages parents
and caregivers to regularly read
aloud to their children. By reading just one book a night,
families can reach the 1,000-book goal in three years and
provide their children essential early literacy skills. Parents
and caregivers can track the children’s progress online or use
paper reading logs. The library offers some fun incentives for
every 200 books read, and each reading of a book “counts”—
so it’s awesome if your child wants to hear “Go Dog Go” 10
times! The 1,000 Books program is available to all families
with children up to the age of 4. Registration opens June 8.

The book sale room was dedicated
on May 6. A large crowd celebrated
the occasion with cake (and maybe
a little shopping at the monthly
book sale in progress).

Weekly Events: In addition
to our regular storytimes
(14 times a week, year
round), the PVLD
libraries will feature
special weekly activities
for kids from June 13
through August 10. This
year, kids will be amazed
by magicians, laugh with puppets, run through a “spy school”
obstacle course, and play life-sized Candyland!
continued on page 7

The Friends of the Library and Library Board of Trustees have
named the book sale room at the Peninsula Center library
the Stolpestad Book Sale Room in honor of the couple who
have spent a significant portion of their adult life volunteering
among its stacks. For more than three decades, Lore and John
together have contributed more than 30,000 hours of their
time managing the monthly book sales. Their leadership,
generosity, and cheerfulness have been a constant gift to PVLD.

Thanks to the Stolpestads’
commitment, along with the
countless hours of hundreds of dedicated volunteers, the book
sales have generated over $3,000,000 for the Friends of the
Library over the years, money that directly supports PVLD.

Pat Foltz Names Meeting Room for
Friend		
Devoted library supporter Pat Foltz has made a donation to the
Friends of the Library to name the meeting room next to the
Local History Center. Elinor Purcell was her life-long friend and
neighbor, and Pat decided to name the Elinor Purcell Meeting
Room in memory of her. The Peninsula Friends of the Library
thank Pat for her tireless support of our libraries.

Restoration Complete at Malaga Cove

With the work finished on the ceiling of the Malaga Cove branch, restoration of the
historic library is now complete. The project began on August 11, 2005, when the
PVLD Board of Library Trustees commissioned Milofsky and Michali Architects (M2A)
to develop a Preservation Plan for the Malaga Cove Library. The design, infrastructure
upgrades, and restoration work outlined under that plan have been carried out in a
series of projects over the past 10 years. The most recent projects were the installation
of reproduction lighting in the Main Reading Room and the installation of new
Circulation and Reference Desks. Donors have dedicated $1,000,000 to the restoration
project since 2006.
The final touch was to restore the ceiling in the Main Reading Room to its original
1930 appearance. Before the recent work, the ceiling and battens were white, but in
photographs from 1930 they were contrasting, with white battens and a dark brown
ceiling. The beams and rafters had been painted a dark brown, but were originally light
colored. The restoration has returned the ceiling to its original colors and treatment.
If you haven’t visited the Malaga Cove library recently, pop in and look up.

PFL President’s Message
Greetings to Palos Verdes Residents! This fiscal year the
Friends are able to support PVLD with over $300,000, which
completely supports all the programming for children, teens
and adults; keeping the Peninsula branch open on Sundays;
IT and many of its facets; the summer reading program; the
Annex; and a lot more.
Our annual event this year will be held in early September at a very unusual site.
Watch for a “Save the Date” notice.
Two important issues currently involving the Friends of the Library Board are the
budget and the strategic plan for the next two years. We do take both of these issues
seriously and, unlike some similar organizations, we evaluate them quarterly. Thanks
to our great Board everything is progressing as planned. Our monthly meetings, open
to the public, are held the first Thursday of the month at 4:00 p.m. at the Peninsula
Center Library.
If you are not a contributor to the Friends, either as a member or donor, please use the
enclosed envelope to be an active Friend. We appreciate you and need you!
Jane Jones
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Join us for a series of international music
concerts at all Palos Verdes Library
District locations this summer. Listen to
the sounds of Chinese Zithers, classical
guitars, and Hindustani music. No RSVP
is required for these concerts, but space is
limited so please arrive early. All concerts
will be presented Saturdays from 2 - 3 p.m.
Live at the Library Concerts 2017
6/3: Kaleidoscope Trio
Malaga Cove Library Gallery
6/17: Sound of China Guzheng Ensemble
Peninsula Center Community Room
7/1: The Velvet Frogs Barbershop Quartet
Malaga Cove Library Gallery
7/15: INCA, The Peruvian Ensemble
Miraleste Library Deck
7/29: Hindustani Music
Peninsula Center Community Room
8/12: The Artisan Guitar Ensemble
Miraleste Library Deck
For more information, contact
Laura Ishizaka at lishizaka@pvld.org
or 310-377-9584 x215.

Passports Now by
Appointment Only
Demand for passports at the library
branches has been so high recently—
more than 1000 requests per month—
that even with additional staff and
extended hours, passports now will be
processed by appointments only.
If you need a passport or want to
renew one, you can book online at
pvld.org/services/passport or call the
library branch where you would like to
get your passport. Services are available
at all three branches.

Patron Profile: Neekta Baghoolizadeh
and Hooman Zabihi
Neekta Baghoolizadeh read her
first word, C A T, at the age of 2
and has not stopped reading since.
The energetic 9-year old spends a
lot of time at the Peninsula Center
library where she comes “To read
the books!” Some of her favorites
are the Harry Potter series by JK
Rowling, the Percy Jackson series
by Rick Riordan, and Echo by Pam
Munoz Ryan.
Neekta is such a committed reader that last summer she had
earned all the badges available for the summer reading program
by the end of June. Her mother, Parvin, sometimes has to insist
that she stop reading so she can do other things, like play
basketball or practice the piano. Neekta, who will start 5th
grade in the fall, also plays the violin and is a member of the
string ensemble at her school, Cornerstone Elementary. She
enjoys math and speaks Farsi.
Neekta has lived in Rancho Palos Verdes all her life. Her parents
immigrated from Iran and she sometimes travels with them to
the family’s home town of Isfahan to visit relatives and friends.
One time, in the large central square of the city, she heard
someone calling her name and was shocked to see her friend
from Rancho Palos Verdes, Hooman Zabihi. His family was also
visiting Isfahan.
Neekta and Hooman first met in the storytime room at the
Peninsula Center library when they were very young, just 1 and
3 years old. Their mothers became friends in that room, while
the children were enjoying the stories told by the Young Reader
librarians, and the families have been friends ever since.
Hooman Zabihi is 11 and
will be starting 6th grade at
Ridgecrest Intermediate in
the fall. He also likes to read
and has been coming to the
Peninsula Center library since
he was very young. The family
lives in Rancho Palos Verdes
now, but even when they lived
in Torrance, he would come
to the PV library because he
likes it better. Hooman spends
many afternoons at the library with his friends, reading and
doing homework.
Some of his favorite books are Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli,
The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin, and The Invention of
Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick. Hooman also participates in the
Summer Reading program.

In addition to reading, Hooman likes to play basketball and be
outside. He takes piano lessons and played the trumpet in the
wind ensemble at Point Vicente Elementary. Hooman’s parents
are also from Isfahan, and when they return to Iran to visit,
Hooman, who does not have any siblings, says he enjoys seeing
his “thousands” of cousins.
In Palos Verdes, both Neekta and Hooman value the library as a
place to learn, be with friends, and feel at home.

Library Shop Gets New Manager
The Library Shop at the Peninsula
Center branch is under new
management. Library volunteer
Peter Sweers has taken over
from Aileen Hoy, who retired
in February after 33 years of
dedicated service. Peter has lived
in Rancho Palos Verdes with his
wife, Elaine, since 2000.
Peter hopes to continue business
as usual but is also looking to
expand the inventory, to include electronic accessories, for
example, or other items that will attract new shoppers.
If you have not checked out the library shop recently, please
drop in. New items come in every week and you’ll find things
in the shop you don’t see anywhere else. All the proceeds goes
to the Friends of the Library to support PVLD programs and
services. Store hours are as follows:
Mon – Fri: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sat: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sun: 1 to 5 p.m.
Volunteers are always needed to work in the store. If you are
interested, please contact Dori Medina at dmedina@pvld.org.

Rosenbergs Donate Movie Screen
Library patrons who enjoy any of the monthly film series shown
at the Peninsula Center library will be thrilled to learn that two
generous Friends members have made a donation to purchase
a new projection screen. Bob and Irene Rosenberg, who have
been enjoying the film series for years, decided that the moviewatching experience would be improved by a high-quality
screen (instead of the wall currently being used). So after the
film one night, Bob approached Joshua Peck, the Adult Services
librarian who organizes the film series, and asked how much a
good screen would cost. The number seemed manageable to
Bob and shortly thereafter, the check arrived at the library.
The Rosenbergs are previous donors to the Friends, and now we
have even more reason to appreciate their commitment. Bob
wanted to acknowledge Joshua and express his gratitude for this
popular library program.
June 2017 | 3

More Library Spaces Named
A number of generous patrons are putting a name on their love for the library. From
small study rooms to the new Elinor Purcell Study room, these donors have chosen to
let the community know they value the people, services, and programs PVLD offers to
everyone who visits the library in person and online. The Friends and PVLD are deeply
grateful to the following individuals for their generosity and forward thinking:
■■ Walter Dombrowski has named a large study room
in memory of his late wife, Joan. Walter also became
a member of the Legacy Society through his estate
plan. He says the library has become family for him.
■■ A daily visitor to the Peninsula Center library is
Sam Wallace. He has been a generous donor to the
library over the years and has now named a small
study room for him and his late wife, Betty.
■■ Mary Kehrl named a study room for her late
husband, Howard, a lover of books and the library.
■■ Janet Smith has sponsored a large study room. She
has been involved with the library for many years
in many ways and is well known in the community
for her leadership and commitment to many
organizations on the hill.
■■ Ray and Diana Martin are longtime supporters of
the library and were the first to name a large study
room.
■■ Former Friends board member Christine Chui
originally funded a large study room in the Peninsula
Center library in memory of her late husband, Robert
Chui. She has continued her generous support of
the library by naming three additional study rooms,
including one for her current husband, Vincent Jue.
■■ Drs. Ronald and Miriam Sommer say they love
the library and especially enjoy the film programs.
They have named a large study room.
■■ The late Jack O’Connor was losing his vision and
came to rely on large print and audio recordings of
books on a daily basis. His family has remembered
Jack by naming a large study room in his honor.
■■ Christina and George Legg funded a small study
room last year and recently named an additional
small study room in memory of Christina’s mother,
Glenna Johnson. As her mother is buried in Michigan,
Christina wanted something close by which to
remember her.
■■ Library Board Trustee Debbie Stegura and husband
Larry Vanden Boss have named a small study room.
Naming a space in one of the branches is a timeless way to recognize a loved one
and show your commitment to the future of the Library District and the community
it serves. For more information, please contact Loretta Patterson at
lpatterson@pvldfriends.org or 310-921-7505.
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Author Mary Alice
Monroe to Speak at
Malaga Cove
New York Times best-selling book author
Mary Alice Monroe will be speaking at
the Malaga Cove Library on Saturday,
July 29th, at 2 p.m. Monroe is the
recipient of numerous awards, and her
books are known for their insight into
family relationships and for having a keen
eye to setting. She will be promoting
the latest in her Beach House series:
Beach House For Rent, which explores the
interconnection between two strangers
and the natural world along the South
Carolina seashore on the Isle of Palms.
The novel is being made into a movie
starring Andie MacDowell.
For information, go to pvld.org or call
310-377-9584 x 601.

Volunteers Recognized
A giant thank you to all of the wonderful
library and Friends volunteers who make
our libraries great. We couldn’t do it
without you! More than 100 volunteers
attended the annual luncheon hosted
by the Peninsula Friends of the Library
at the Palos Verdes Golf Club on May 10
to recognize the members of our
community for all the time they give
freely to the library district.
Library Director Kathy Gould recognized
those special individuals who have
given thousands of hours and who have
been serving for many years. In 2016,
volunteers donated over 20,000 hours for
the library.

THANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS!
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Operation Paperback
and Books for Troops

(This list includes Afghanistan, Bahrain,
Bosnia, Crete, Diego Garcia, Dubai, Egypt,
England, Germany, Greece, Honduras,
Hungary, Iceland, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Korea,
Kosovo, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia,
Okinawa, Oman, Philippines, Qatar,
Republic of Georgia, Saudi Arabia, Spain,
and Turkey. They also have shipped to
many military and VA hospitals and to
Red Cross locations.)

by Ron DeFrees, PFL Board Secretary

A few weeks ago Gene Roeder called
and asked me to help him take some
boxes to the Peninsula Center Post Office
to be mailed for The Books for Troops
Project. I quickly said Yes. I had done
it a few times previously and it only
required about an hour of moving boxes
from Malaga Cove Library to Pat Foltz’s
truck and then into the post office for
processing. But I sensed that behind this
simple task was a lot of real dedication
and hard work. So I helped load the
truck and then asked some questions.

How did it get started?

Any other interesting stories about
the program?

“The library is getting a good workout.
Our day and night patrols are intense and
it’s nice to be able to relax and
decompress with a book.”

Gene: Kathy and Don Gould saw an
article in one of the library publications
about Operation Paperback, a project
initiated in 1999 to provide books,
magazines, and DVDs to the military.
They talked to me about it and I
contacted Operation Paperback. We
started sending shipments to the
military addresses they provided in 2004.
Initially, we did it through the Malaga
Cove Advisory Committee, but then we
transferred it to the Peninsula Friends of
the Library.

“There is nothing quite like the feeling
we get when we receive a package
from home, especially when it is from
Americans who care enough to show their
support.”

How many shipments have you made?

“It is always nice to know that our efforts
are appreciated, and your books are a
big gesture that lets us know we are being
thought of back home.”

Gene: We’ve shipped 2,937 boxes
containing 121,751 items (books,
magazines, CDs, DVDs) weighing 65,683
pounds and costing $28,486.97 for the
postage (paid by the Peninsula Friends of
the Library).

What was the largest single shipment?
Gene: 47 boxes.

Do you get feedback?
Gene: We have two large notebooks
of Thank You letters from 2004 to the
present.

Here is a sampling of letters that have
come from all services and all ranks,
from Sergeants to Generals.
“We had a book fair last Wednesday and
the guys were in awe. They said it was the
best event all year on the base.”
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“All we had received until your boxes were
a bunch of romance novels. Not exactly
what a bunch of military guys like to read.
So with your boxes of mysteries, sci-fi, and
fantasy, things are going much better for
all the avid readers in my platoon and
company.”

“Just the other day we had a contingent of
marines passing through Souda Bay. You
should have seen the smiling faces when
they asked for some books and we were
able to supply them all they could carry.”
“Dear Gene and Pat, These shipments of
books mean more than we can express.
God bless you!”

What is the strangest place you have
shipped to?
Gene: We don’t always know where the
books are going because the overseas
address is always an APO (Army/Air Post
Office) or FPO (Fleet Post Office), but
I have a list of places where we’ve sent
books.

Gene: When there were tens of
thousands of troops in Afghanistan and
Iraq, we stocked whole libraries at several
bases and have the pictures they sent us.
We also received an American Flag that
had flown over one of these libraries.
(It is neatly folded, military style and, as
a former Navy officer who served during
the Vietnam war, Gene clearly cherishes
this flag.)
One of the more heartwarming stories
is that we were asked to ship some
children’s books to war zones and then
we learned that the soldiers were reading
these stories back home to their children
over the phone or using Skype.

Looking for Book Sale
Volunteers!
Did you know that since 1995, Used
Book Sales have generated more than
$3,000,000 for PVLD? These monthly
sales are sponsored by the Friends of
the Library and are fully staffed by
volunteers. The revenue from the sale of
books, CDs, and DVDs is a major source
of the money collected by the Friends
for the library and helps fund library
programs and services.
Many dedicated people have contributed
long hours over the years to keep this
well-oiled machine running, but now the
Friends are looking for more volunteers
to help out. If you have a few hours to
spare and would like to be a part of one
of the very best Used Library Book Sale
programs around, please contact Dori
Medina at dmedina@pvld.org. Help us
keep PVLD top-notch!

The Colors of Burma
From Photo to Oil

Summer Reading (from page 1)

at Malaga Cove Library
The next Art in Our Library exhibit is
currently being shown at the Malaga Cove
Art Gallery. Featuring both photography
and painting, “The Colors of Burma from Photo to Oil” will run from June 1  -  30, with
an artist’s reception on June 10 from 2 to 5 p.m.
This exhibition is a collaboration between internationally known artists David Heath
and Michael Cinnamond. David’s photography series, titled “Burma: An Enchanted
Spirit,” is displayed along with painted versions of the same photos by Michael.
As a world adventure photographer, David Heath fell in love with the mystical world
of Burma (Myanmar). He spent over five years
exploring the land and meeting the people,
including the new leader of Myanmar, Aung San
Suu Kyi. David treats the viewfinder of his camera
like a canvas. He has learned how to frame what
he sees in landscapes, seascapes, architecture, and
people as if he were drawing them.
It is this unique talent as an artist, more than a
photographer, which inspired the idea to begin
collaboration with fine artist and painter, Michael Cinnamond. Both David and
Michael were excited about creating a show that would allow viewers to feel and see
the interpretation of David’s photographs, especially after Aung San Suu Kyi saw one of
Michael’s paintings and commented, “He sees the colors of Burma.”
“Eyes of Burma 9” by David Heath

Michael’s choice of colors and composition awaken
the artist in all who view his work. Each oil painting or
collage represents what he feels from David’s capture of
the moment and Michael’s previous travels to Burma in
the 1970’s. There is a story being told, which represents
the beauty of Burma.
The Art in Our Library program of rotating exhibitions
gives our community free access to the visual arts,
while promoting local artists and creative community
groups. Check the website for upcoming exhibitions and
programs: pvld.org/artinourlibrary.

“Bagan Novice”
by Michael Cinnamond

News From the Local History Center
The Local History Center has been busy processing the myriad of collections
in its holdings. You can see the collection descriptions online at: oac.cdlib.org/
institutions/Palos+Verdes+Library+District.
In May, the Center started a program to capture the voices of our community using
the Listening Station, a tool developed by Berkeley-based StoryCenter to record
two people in conversation. The first recording project, called the Passages Project,
was held in conjunction with Asian Pacific Heritage month with a general theme of
immigration. The Center also continues to add photographs and documents into the
digital repository to capture the history of the Peninsula. If you have any materials
you would like to share with the Local History Center, please contact Monique
Sugimoto at msugimoto@pvld.org.

All of this in addition to craft programs
and the ever-popular Riddle of the Week,
which kicks off June 19. Our events are
aimed at kids ages 2 and up, but all ages
can attend. Check our calendar at
pvld.org/calendar.
Our library just for middle
and high school kids will be
open all summer from 1 to 5 p.m., M - F.
Teens in grades 6-12 can hang out, play
video games, and explore a collection of
high interest books, manga and
magazines. We show movies weekly and
of course serve popcorn. Meet your
friends at the Annex this summer! For
more info on the Annex check out our
teen page: pvld.org/teens
Fantastic collections and assistance:
Reading for pleasure is a critical
development in a child’s reading life. Kids
who relax and enjoy a story, read some
funny riddles, or dig into some nonfiction
to learn more about an exciting topic
really grasp the fun of reading. They gain
fluency, confidence, and most important
of all, see reading as a delight, not a
chore. Reading over the summer also
helps school age children maintain and
even improve their reading skills over the
long summer months.
Thanks to the Peninsula Friends of the
Library, PVLD offers our community
exciting reading fun, cool prizes, funny
riddles, and special events. So visit us this
summer and find a world of wonders!

Shop Amazon Smile and
Help the Library
If you shop online on Amazon, you can
help the library with every purchase you
make. Just access the website with the
link below and you’ll automatically be
routed to the Peninsula Friends of the
Library Amazon Shopping web page.
It works exactly the same as going to
Amazon.com, except that .5% of the cost
of your purchase goes to the Friends at
no additional cost to you. “You shop.
Amazon gives.”
smile.amazon.com
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Making hats at the Bilingual Storytime on May 4 in
celebration of Asian Pacific American Heritage Month

The mission of the Peninsula
Friends of the Library is to raise
funds to support the Palos Verdes
Library District and to build
community awareness of and
enthusiasm for Library services,
programs, and needs.

Peninsula Center

Malaga Cove

June 1 - 4

June 16 - 17

July 6 - 9

July 21 - 22

August 3 - 6

August 18 - 19

Bookmarks and Friends is

September 7 - 10

September 15 - 16

October 5 - 8

October 20 - 21

November 2 - 5

November 17 - 18

December 7 - 10

December 15 - 16

the newsletter of PVLD and
the Peninsula Friends of the
Library. Please send comments
to Mary Tavetian, Editor, at
mtavetian@gmail.com.

Upcoming Library Book Sales

