
Commemorating 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage
The Palos Verdes Library District is facilitating a community-wide celebration of 
the centennial anniversary of the ratification of the19th Amendment securing 
women’s constitutional right to vote. PVLD was awarded a funding opportunity 
from the 2020 Book to Action program by the California Center for the Book. 
Through this project we are encouraging our community to read the book 
Why They Marched by Susan Ware to learn more about the Women’s Suffrage 
movement and the effect it had on our country.

Join us in commemorating this momentous event by honoring the impact 
women have had in our community. Together with our 
community partners, we have created the following 
mission: 

Together we will recognize, honor, and celebrate the 
impact women have had in our community on civic 
engagement influenced by the Suffrage Movement. We 
will work to inspire and develop future leaders in our 
community during the celebration.

To fulfill this mission, PVLD and partner organizations are 
planning a series of programs, including a reenactment of a Suffragette Parade on 
March 14, 2020. Families, community leaders and organizations are invited to

 continued on page 6  

Victor and Lisa Sedillo    

Friends Celebrate 
Oktoberfest
The Peninsula Friends of the Library hosted 
its first Oktoberfest at the historic Malaga 
Cove Library on Saturday, October 5th. A 
German accordion player welcomed guests 
to the Gallery room and garden area, which 
had been transformed into a lively beer 
garden. The crowd enjoyed warm pretzels 
and handcrafted beer from the Lomita-based 
Burnin’ Daylight Brewing Company, along 
with traditional foods such as bratwurst, red 
cabbage, and German potato salad. Polka 
instructors invited guests to follow their lead 
around the dance floor, which proved very 
popular!

All proceeds from this event benefited the 
Palos Verdes Library District. Thanks to all 
who joined us and to our sponsors who 
made it possible: Pat Foltz, Belmont Village, 
An Uncommon Journey, Ray & Anna Randall, 
Virginia Butler & Les Fishman, My Saint My 
Hero, Malaga Bank, Florentino Ice Cream, 
Burnin’ Daylight Brewing Company, and 
Bristol Farms. For more photos, see 
page 10 and the photo gallery on the 
Friends’ website (pvldfriends.org/gallery). 
Mark your calendar now for our 
2nd Oktoberfest on October 3rd, 2020!

Community Art Show Reception Draws Crowd
Each fall, the Palos Verdes Library District holds an Annual Community Art Show, 
inviting both professional and amateur local artists to participate. Artists of all 
ages are able to exhibit their work throughout the entire library. This year was 
one of our biggest events ever. More than 90 artists entered their work and over 
200 people attended the opening reception on November 16th.

1st place winner:  Jared Schwartz 
for “Pull My Finger”

2nd place winner:  Janelle Cabrera 
for “Eleanor”

3rd place winners:  Michael 
Cinnamond for “Live on the Edge” 

Stacy Yoshimitsu for “Adventures 
of the Yoshimitsus”

continued on page 7

https://www.flickr.com/photos/peninsulafriendsofthelibrary/albums
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President’s Message
Peninsula Friends of the Library

I was visiting with Lore Stopelstad recently and, as I was leaving, she loaned me a 
notebook that contained Peninsula Friends of the Library newsletters dating from 
Fall 1990 to Summer 2019. Well, 29 years may be only four dog years, but it is a 
long time in the digital life of our libraries. One article, entitled “Planning for the 
Year 2010,” states:

“Just as patrons are now free to use the library’s typewriters, the library of the 
not-too-distant future will have microcomputers available for word processing 
functions.” 

Typewriters? At least patrons could search the library’s catalog from home using a 
personal computer and a modem. All you needed to do was:

“Dial 377-1886 and use the following protocol settings: 1200 baud rate, 7 bit word, 
1 stop bit, odd parity. Press carriage return to start, and at the end, type END.” 

How quaint this sounds when today our patrons can have a PVLD app on their 
phone or computer. Instant access! And the online resources available from 
today’s digital library are amazing, such as: Lynda.com (online study courses), 
Flipster (digital magazines), Overdrive (e-books, audio books, videos), Rosetta 
Stone (language learning app), Calisphere (digital access to California libraries), 
Morningstar (mutual funds research), the New York Times, Value Line (investment 
research), Freegal (digital music service), and Hoopla (digital streaming of eBooks). 

In the June 1996 edition, there is a brief “History of the Friends” which reported 
that in 1991 the Friends gave PVLD over $30,000 “for Summer Reading Program, 
summer concert sound system, video camera, rocking chairs and rugs, coffee 
service for the multipurpose room, and publishing of the Library Update.” And in 
1993, “the Board of Trustees accepted $40,000 from the Friends to keep branch 
libraries open.” These donations established a strong precedent, which we are 
proud to continue building upon. For the current Fiscal Year 19/20 (July 1, 2019, 
to June 30, 2020), the Peninsula Friends of the Library have committed to support 
PVLD in the amount of $431,300. We are working on new ideas to raise these 
funds and to raise awareness of the many library programs and services. 

Support through your dollars and your volunteer hours makes this giving possible! 
Our Library is better because of You. Thank You So Much. 

Ron DeFrees 
President, Peninsula Friends of the Library

Teen Health & Wellness Available Online
The Teen Health & Wellness resource is a safe, 
anonymous, online space where teens can get up-to-
date, nonjudgmental information and self-help support 
on the issues that matter to them. They’ll also find 
quick access to various hotlines, 
making it easy to connect to real 
help if they are struggling with 
something. Simply visit pvld.org/
teens and click the Teen Health 
and Wellness link. No sign-in is required.   

Ketzie Diaz is Back as 
Circulation Manager 
Ketzie started working as a page at the 
Palos Verdes Library District in 2012, 
following a career in retail management. 
After being at PVLD for six years as 
a page, clerk, Assistant Manager of 
Circulation, and Library Operations 
Assistant Manager, she worked for about 
one year as Senior Librarian for the 
Long Beach Public Library, managing 
its Michelle Obama Neighborhood 
Library. When the chance to return to 
her first and favorite library opened up, 
Ketzie rejoined PVLD last October as 
the Circulation Department Manager. 
Ketzie has her B.A. in Fine Art from the 
University of California Riverside and 
her MLIS from San Jose State. She is 
passionate about supporting her staff 
and collaborating across departments to 
ensure accessibility and bringing creative 
learning opportunities and experiences 
to library patrons. When she is not 
working at the library, she is reading 
science fiction and fantasy, making art, 
gardening, and spending time at home 
in Long Beach with her two children 
(Vincent, 3, and Sophia, 8) and her 
husband, Chris. 

More Tea Anyone?
Tea in the Library is extending its hours! 
Stop by the Peninsula Center Library 
on Monday mornings between 9 am 
and 12 pm and enjoy free tea. You 
can browse our collection, read the 
newspaper, work on a puzzle or meet 
new people while enjoying tea in the 
library. Now extended through 12 pm.

https://pvld.org/teens
https://pvld.org/teens
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Summer Reading a Big Hit
by Laura Henry

The reviews are in and the 2019 Summer Reading Program was 
a blockbuster hit. Some 2,300 kids, teens, and adults joined “It’s 
Showtime at the Library” and all agree that PVLD is an awesome 
summer destination. With fantastic resources for information 
and recreation, fun opportunities to meet and make friends, 
and—best of all—a collection that allows anyone to discover 
or rediscover the pleasure of reading, PVLD patrons were 
universally enthusiastic: 

“I could read anything I wanted!  Including Diary of a Minecraft 
Zombie! That really made reading fun for me! I’m going to read 
them all!” ~ raved a Soleado 4th grader

“The summer reading program was a great way to explore 
other offerings I didn't even know about. We even found 
some great resources for my middle school daughter, too, as 
she prepared for the upcoming school year.”  ~ praise from a 
middle school mom

“Our family really got a kick doing the thesaurus activity, and 
trying silly ways of crossing the storytime room! Galloping was 
the best!”  ~ enthusiasm from families

The numbers support the anecdotes. PVLD saw increased 
participation for every age group, with the staff reporting how 
extra exciting it was to see the teens getting into the program. 
Circulation of print items soared sky high over the summer.  

There were blockbuster events for all ages. Summer kicked 
off with an after-hours party complete with food, fun, and 
showtunes by our favorite bandleader, Kerry Fenster. The Boot, 
Scoot, and Boogie Line Dancing event had grownups dancing in 
the aisles. Over 200 school-age kids battled stormtroopers and 
Darth Vader himself at the Jedi Academy program. Preschoolers 
came to a drive-in movie. Teens chilled at the 2nd annual 
Teen Film Festival. Creativity was in abundance too; kids made 
animated flipbooks and teens performed at an Open Mic night. 

PVLD offered over 300 programs this summer and over 11,000 
people participated. A great summer for all ages in the books, 
and the library is already planning for next year!

Janet Baszile, Robin Hinchliffe, Beverly and Randy Iwasaka 

Life Members Honored at Reception 
The Peninsula Friends of the Library celebrated our Life 
Members on Friday, September 20th. More than 90 people 
gathered at Peninsula Center Library and had a great time 
mingling and enjoying wonderful food, music, and speakers. 
Life Members are those who have given a one-time gift of 
$1,000 specifically for Life Membership, which goes directly 
into our endowment. These exceptional Friends empower the 
community by investing in the future of our library district. 
You can become a Life Member today by contacting Colleen 
Cotter at ccotter@pvldfriends.org or 310-921-7505.

How You Can Support the Library
Your contribution to the Friends of the Library supports your 
library district. Here are some ways you can become a Friend:  

Friends Membership:  Your membership helps advocate for 
and support the library, fund library programs and services, 
and sponsor library events. You can become a member for 
as little as $25/year. Plus, when you become a Friend of the 
Library, you get 10% off at our Gift Shop and invitations 
to special events and parties! “When you support the Palos 
Verdes Library you help to support the foundation of a strong 
community” ~ Elizabeth Letts, local author (Donor/Friend)

Sustaining Circle Membership:  This monthly giving program 
provides predictable funding for Palos Verdes Library District 
community programs. “My kids have great memories of 
studying at the library. Our family wants to support PVLD 
for generations to come.” ~ Ki Han (Sustaining Circle & Life 
Member)

Life Membership:  For a one-time gift of $1,000, you can 
make an investment in the future of the library. All life 
member funds are designated directly to the Endowment. 
You will belong to an exceptional group of Friends who are 
empowering the community by making an investment in 
the future of our library district. “There is no more important 
community organization than the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library” ~ Dave & Zoie Carney (Life Member & Friend)

For more information, visit pvldfriends.org/join, or contact 
Colleen Cotter at 310-921-7505 or ccotter@pvldfriends.org.

https://pvldfriends.org/join
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Memoriam to John Harold Stolpestad
PFL Volunteer Extraordinaire 
December 2, 1928 – June 14, 2019
By Ron DeFrees, PFL President

I have an indelible memory from 
2015 of John Stolpestad pushing a 
cart full of used books across the 
rather dimly-lit garage parking lot 
at the Peninsula Center Library. 
John had reviewed and evaluated 
these donated books and was 
moving them to the book sales 
area to be shelved for display and 
sale by his fellow volunteers. 

I was in the garage early that morning because I had recently 
been appointed the Book Sales Liaison on the Peninsula Friends 
of the Library Board of Directors and had asked for a meeting 
with John to learn more about the Friends’ Used Book Sales 
program. And it needed to be early because John and his wife, 
Lore, co-managers of the book sales at the Peninsula Center 
Library, arrived early each day and John had told me he didn’t 
have any time to waste. Yes, he was the Manager, but he was 
also a hard worker and a committed volunteer—eventually 
giving well over 20,000 volunteer hours to book sales.

John started volunteering in the book sales area in January, 
1996. Up to that time from a start in 1979, our book sales had 
totaled around $190,000 and had mostly been via the volunteer 
efforts at the Malaga Cove branch. John took on the task of 
managing the Peninsula Center book sales just as he had done 
while working on aviation engineering projects such as Apollo 
11, the F-100 Fighter jet, and the B-70 and B-1 bombers at 
North American Rockwell for 38 years… with planning and 
discipline. In that first year, used book sales at the Peninsula 
Center library increased to $57,000 from $8,600 the previous 
year, eventually reaching a high-water mark of $152,000 in 2010. 

Earlier this year, total book sales from all three branches—
Peninsula Center, Malaga Cove, and Miraleste—and internet 
sales surpassed the $4 million mark! Much of this success was 
due to John’s efforts and, in 2017, the PVLD Board of Trustees 
named the Peninsula Center’s book sale room the “John and 
Lore Stolpestad Book Sale Room.” But John was always eager 
to give the credit to his fellow volunteers and to the library 
patrons who bought the books. John especially enjoyed the 
Annual Volunteer Recognition lunch at the Palos Verdes Golf 
Club where his fellow volunteers were recognized for their own 
achievements and dedication. John equally enjoyed sharing a 
pizza with the Library maintenance staff in appreciation of their 
efforts supporting the book sales project. 

While the Peninsula Friends of the Library was benefiting 
from John’s work in book sales, the rest of the Palos Verdes 
community was also fortunate. John and Lore are charter 
members of Ascension Lutheran Church and John served as 
treasurer, financial secretary, head usher, and historian. He 
was President of the Rolling Hills High (now Peninsula High) 
Athletic Booster Club. He was an Indian Guides and Boy Scout 
leader and, showing a wide range of skills, he was a board 
member, coach, and home plate umpire for the Palos Verdes 
Girls Softball League. 

At his Memorial Service in early July, son Brent and daughter 
Heide spoke of their father’s greatest devotion and that was 
to his family. And in remembrance of their grandfather, his 
grandchildren served root beer floats—a John Stolpestad 
favorite—to all in attendance. Now there is another indelible 
memory. 

Thank you, John!! We will miss you greatly!

Get Involved with a Great Place
Our book sale area needs volunteers. If you have a few hours 
a week to spare, please consider volunteering at the Peninsula 
Center Library in our book sale area. You’ll be working with 
a fun group of dedicated volunteers and you’ll be providing 
a much-needed hand. We also need help in the Gift Shop. 
Please contact Dori Medina at (310) 377-9584 x276. 

Explore Military History with Fold3 

The Library recently added Fold3 Library Edition to its 
collection of databases. Fold3 contains millions of digitized 
historical military records from all conflicts and wars in U.S. 
history. With content from the Revolutionary War onward, 
Fold3 Library Edition is an invaluable research resource for 
veterans and their families, as well as historians, genealogists, 
military enthusiasts, teachers, and students. Access Fold3 from 
the library homepage: pvld.org/research. You can sign in with 
your library card number.

https://pvld.org/research
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Upcoming Library Events
Here are some of the public programs 
coming soon to a library branch near you.

Photography Workshop

January 22, 6:30 pm, Malaga Cove Library 
Gallery:  Paul Blieden, an experienced 
photographer and curator, will give a 
presentation about digital photography. 
He will touch on composition, shooting 
techniques, equipment, and post 
manipulation of images. 

Winter Concert Series

Join us Saturdays in January and February 
of 2020 for PVLD’s Winter Concert 
Series and enjoy free performances by 
professional musicians.

 ■ January 11th, 1 pm, Peninsula 
Center Community Room:  Andre 
Giraldo, solo classical guitar featuring 
compositions from around the world.

 ■ January 25th, 1 pm, Peninsula Center 
Community Room:  Ekaterina 
Bessmeltseva & Maria Aplecheeva, 
solo voice with piano performance of 
European classical music.

 ■ February 1st, 1 pm, Malaga Cove 
Gallery:  Makinto, Performance of 
American rock & roll music standards.

 ■ February 22nd, 1 pm, Peninsula Center 
Community Room:  Ryan Ayers, solo 
finger style guitar featuring original 
compositions by the artist.

 ■ February 29th, 1 pm, Peninsula Center 
Community Room:  Ashley Stanbury, 
solo voice with piano performance of 
jazz, classical, and musical theater.

Living History Museum

February 9, 2-4 pm, Peninsula Center 
Community Room. Contact Laura Henry 
at lhenry@pvld.org for information.

Classics at Noon  
Peninsula Center Community Room:

Monday, January 6, 12 pm:  King Creole 

Monday, February 4, 12 pm: Carmen Jones

Thursday Films

 January 9, 3 pm & 6 pm:  The Farewell 

2nd Sundays @ the Miraleste Library 
2 to 4 pm

This is a special series of programs 
conducted when the library is closed 
for maximum enjoyment, providing 
engagement, enrichment, and education 
for our community.  

 ■ January 12:  Darryl Littleton, This Day 
in Comedy

 ■ February 9:  Vandana Sheth, Indian 
Cooking Demonstration

 ■ March 8:  Dana Swarth, Master 
Gardening Class

 ■ May 10:  Mother’s Day Tea    

 ■ June 14:  Stephanie Boyd - Get 
Organized!

For more information about these 
and other PVLD events, go to  
pvld.org/calendar. 

New Teen Book Group 
Forming
Are you a 
super reader? 
Do you like 
being an 
influencer? 
We're 
exploring 
putting together a teen book group 
and applying to be chosen to read 
and nominate Young Adult titles for 
The Young Adult Library Services 
Association (YALSA) program, “Teens’ 
Top Ten.” This is a national program and 
as a member of this book group, you 
would be influencing what teens read 
across the country. If you’re interested 
in finding out more about being part 
of this book group, please join us for 
one of these information sessions in the 
Peninsula Center Library Conference 
Room:

 ■ Monday, January 27, 4 to 4:30 pm

 ■ Tuesday, January 28, 4 to 4:30 pm

 ■ Wednesday, January 29, 4 to 4:30 pm

For information, please contact 
Louise Beebe at lbeebe@pvld.org or  
(310) 377-9584 x240. 

Daniel Gutierrez Is New 
Facilities Manager

Hello, Friends! Thank you for such a 
warm welcome as I have transitioned 
from Assistant Facilities Manager to the 
Facilities Manager position. I take great 
pride in working hard to ensure a safe, 
clean and comfortable environment 
for all our staff and patrons. I have 
an extensive background in the 
construction industry, during which 
I obtained an electrical journeyman’s 
license, project management certificates, 
and several electrical contractors’ 
licenses in multiple states. I’ve managed 
projects and personnel for over 13 years 
and served as the Vice President of 
Operations for a start-up and industry 
disruptor in the telecommunications 
installation field with a focus in 
hospitality and conference centers 
nationwide. After years of travel, I am 
so happy to be back home with my 
local family, loving wife, Tiffany, and our 
first child, Arlow. I am honored to be a 
part of the PVLD Family and thankful 
to work at such an integral part of the 
community.

Be Counted!
April 1 is Census Day, an imporatant 
reference date for the 2020 Census. 
When completing the census, you will 
include everyone living in your home on 
April 1. Census Day will be celebrated 
with events across the country. For more 
information, visit: https://2020census.
gov/en/important-dates.html.

https://pvld.org/calendar
https://2020census.gov/en/important-dates.html
https://2020census.gov/en/important-dates.html
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Suffrage (continued from page 1)

participate. Mark your calendars for the following events 
already planned and watch for more to be announced soon:  

 ■ Tuesday, February 4, 11 am, Peninsula 
Center Library, Purcell Room:  Book 
club discussion of Why they Marched by 
Susan Ware.

 ■ Wednesday, February 26, 3:30 pm, 
Peninsula Center Library, Purcell Room:  
Teens will create and decorate Suffragette 
historical sashes for the Suffragette Parade. 

 ■ Wednesday, March 11, 10 am, Peninsula Center Library, 
Community Room:  Author talk with Susan Ware about 
her book Why They Marched (free books will be available 
starting in January through the PVLD website).

 ■ March 13 - May 23:  Women’s Suffrage artifact exhibit at the 
PV Art Center.

 ■ Friday, March 13, 6 - 9 pm, PV Art Center:  Opening 
reception for Women’s Suffrage artifact exhibit.

 ■ Saturday, March 14, 10 am, starting from Peninsula Center 
Library:  Suffragette Parade Reenactment with speeches and 
community partner information tables.

 ■ Thursday, March 26, 2 pm, Malaga Cove Library, Community 
Room:  History celebration talk, “Women’s rights in the old 
west, featuring Elizabeth Custer & Annie Oakley”. 

 ■ Friday, March 27, 6:30 pm, Malaga Cove Library, Community 
Room:  Spring film, Suffragette (2016).

 ■ Saturday, March 28, 12 pm, Peninsula Center Library, 
Community Room:  Better Angels de-polarization workshop.

 ■ Sunday, May 31, 3 pm, Pacific Unitarian Church:  The local 
chapter of the League of Women Voters (Peninsula Palos 
Verdes/San Pedro) is sponsoring an historical musical on 
the Centennial Celebration of the Women’s Suffragette 
Movement and the founding of the League of Women 
Voters. The musical was created by Anne Destabelle, founder 
of the Penny Royal Group. This inaugural concert is free and 
open to the public. Donations are requested. A reception will 
follow the performance.

Just as the passage of the 19th amendment required the efforts 
of an entire country, so too did this amazing series of events 
take the organization of our extended community, some of 
whom are pictured below at a planning meeting in November. 

The Adult Services and Young Readers Departments wish to 
thank our incredible partners:  

 ■ League of Women Voters 
 ■ Norris Theatre
 ■ PV Art Center 
 ■ PV Democrats 
 ■ Peninsula Girl Scouts
 ■ Palos Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy
 ■ Rolling Hills Community Association
 ■ PVLD Library Trustee Rosa Kwon Easton
 ■ George and Christina Legg, Jean Shriver, and Sue Title
 ■ Peninsula Friends of the Library

Check out pvld.org/celebrate/ws2020 for more information 
about upcoming Women’s Suffrage programs and to reserve 
your free copy of Why They Marched: Untold Stories of the 
Women Who Fought for the Right to Vote by Susan Ware (while 
supplies last). If you or your organization would like to help 
celebrate the history of the peninsula and the role that women 
leaders played in building it, visit our website.  

As we get ready for the 2020 Women’s Suffrage Centennial 
celebration we’d like the public’s help. In partnership with the 
PV Art Center, we are looking for ephemeral collections from 
you. Do you have posters, flyers, brochures, photographs or 
newspaper clippings from the 1920 Suffrage movement? Or 
signs from the Women’s March Los Angeles? PVAC would like 
to know. Please email gphinney@pvartcenter.org. 

Make your voice be heard! PVLD is seeking nominations 
for women who have made an impact on the Palos Verdes 
community. If you would like to nominate someone, please use 
the form located at pvld.org/celebrate/ws2020. Biographies 
will be created for nominees and used in an art exhibit. 

California Center for the Book is a program of the California Library 
Association, supported in whole or in part by the U.S. Institute of 
Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services 
and Technology Act, administered in California by the State Librarian.

https://pvld.org/celebrate/ws2020
https://pvld.org/celebrate/ws2020


Winter 2020  |  7

Borrow Your 
Book Club in a Bag
Do you belong to a book club? Let us 
make getting on the same page easy 
with a ready-for-checkout book club 
experience. Each Book Club in a Bag 
contains 6 to 10 copies of a specific 
title, along with discussion questions 
and other information about the book 
and author, bookmarks, and copies 
of a survey for your club to let PVLD 
know what you thought and how we 
can improve this service. Check out 
or reserve your kit today. For more 
information, visit our website at 
pvld.org/services/bookclubs/bciab.

Art Show (continued from page 1)

Honorable Mentions:

George Chirinian for “Capri Harbour”

Isabella Dileva for “Italia”

Guillermo Madrid for “Wake Up”

McKinley Pieper for “Scrimmage”

Monique Saul Duinker for “Remnants” 
and “Vibrant Labyrinth”

Katherine Sheehan for “Trickster Coyote 
and the Butterflies that Flew Over Walls”

Sari Staggs for “Young Dancer”

Reese Stame for “Betta of Blue”

Director’s Message
Palos Verdes Library District

Improving Access for Children and Teens
The Palos Verdes Library District continues to make great improvements to our 
children and teen services. In June of 2018, the Library Board of Trustees adopted a 
policy to eliminate fines and fees for children and teen materials. We still send out 
overdue notice reminders and charge for lost materials. Studies prove that fines on 
overdue materials create barriers to library usage since fines cause user’s accounts 
to be blocked. Fines adversely affect the very families who need the library most! 
Some argue that library fines teach responsibility. There is no evidence to support 
this claim and many in the library profession challenge that this should be the role 
of the library. 

Eliminating fines for children and teen materials allowed us to reevaluate our 
policy on issuing library cards. Previously, PVLD required a legal guardian to show 
identification for minors under the age of 18 to get a library card. Since guardians 
are no longer fiscally responsible for items checked out by minor family members, 
there was little need for this policy. In August 2019, the Board of Library Trustees, 
acting on a recommendation from library managers, approved lowering the age to 
apply for a library card from 18 to 14. Library staff said this change would better 
serve the teen community. By the age of 14, teens are making many more choices 
for themselves and are capable of using a library card responsibly.

Ensuring the confidentiality of users is a fundamental aspect of the library 
profession and the privacy of our teens ages 14 to 17 was a major consideration in 
our policy change. Lowering the age limit for autonomous library card privileges 
also complemented PVLD’s Student Success Card initiative with PVPUSD, which 
allows students to access the library’s electronic databases. Students age 14 and 
older now have more access to books and print materials, and the full array of 
PVLD’s online resources. This change also makes it easier for teens to reserve study 
rooms at the Peninsula Center Library. 

PVLD has joined libraries across the nation in adopting more equitable lending 
policies. Furthermore, removing barriers to access and making collections open 
and available to patrons of all ages is a profession-wide initiative, supported by 
the Young Adult Library Services Association (a division of the American Library 
Association).

These are just a few changes PVLD has been working on to respond to the needs 
of our community.

Jennifer Addington 
Director, Palos Verdes Library District

http://pvld.org/services/bookclubs/bciab
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The Outdoor Guide to the Palos Verdes Peninsula by Brad and 
Kristine Denton. Complete with a separate map of roads and 
trails.

Exploring the Palos Verdes Peninsula, a Driving Tour and Walk 
by Barbara Dye. More about roads and trails. 

Geological Tour of the Palos Verdes Peninsula by A. J. Ledford.

A Tale of Twin Peacocks by Katrina Vanderlip. How did they get 
here?

The Shop also carries books of fiction and nonfiction for adults 
and children by local authors. Plus, you’ll find great jewelry and 
gift items as well.

Local History Center News
The Local History Center has been busy 
as usual with bringing in and processing 
collections and spearheading a few 
projects. We recently completed the 
first in what we hope will be an annual 
event called “Veteran’s Voices,” a themed storytelling project 
in which community veterans share their military experiences, 
and short 5- to 8-minute videos are created. On November 16, 
we premiered nine stories which provided a glimpse into the 
complex and personal experiences of war—from being drafted, 
seeing combat, and gaining insight and knowledge through 
service to how such experiences have shaped the lives of our 
storytellers. 

To see the videos, click on the “Veteran’s Voices” logo at 
https://pvld.org/celebrate/honoringveterans. 

Renewed interest by the community has also revived a previous 
oral history project on the aerospace industry.  If you or your 
family were involved in the aerospace industry, the Local 
History Center would like to talk with you. We are organizing 
interviews to collect stories from aerospace employees to help 
document this important part of Peninsula (and Southern 
California) history. Visit the Local History Center to find out 
more, or contact Archivist and Local History Librarian Monique 
Sugimoto at msugimoto@pvld.org or 310-377-9584 x213. 

Additionally, if you have any materials (photos, maps, 
documents, etc.) that document the history of the Peninsula, 
please contact Monique. 

PVE Celebrates Dick and Ruth Lohrer
Dick and Ruth Lohrer were honored at the Palos Verdes Estates 
4th of July celebration for their volunteer commitment to 
their community. We are very proud of the Lohrers and are 
grateful for the time and energy they have given the Peninsula 
Friends of the Library. Dick and Ruth Lohrer were awarded 
the Van Dine Family Americanism Award in recognition for 
all of the volunteer work they have done over the years in our 
community. 

 

Find Books About PV in the Gift Shop
The next time you’re at the Peninsula Center Library, drop by 
the Gift Shop and check out the section with books by local 
authors. Many are about the Palos Verdes Peninsula: history, 
stories, and photos—such as these:

A Special Place by Mary Donovan and Ted Bruinsma. Suitable 
for coffee tables of residents and former residents, this book 
contains beautiful photos of Palos Verdes and is a great deal 
at $35. (Amazon lists new copies for sale at $105.)

Peninsula Past by Betty Lukas and Marjeanne Blinn. A real 
bargain at $5 with lots of great stories.

Rancho Palos Verdes by Ginger Garnett Clark. An in-depth 
history of Rancho Palos Verdes with photos.

Palos Verdes Estates by John Phillips. Palos Verdes Estates 
history in words and photos.

Historic Tales from Palos Verdes and the South Bay by Bruce 
and Maureen Megowan. Exactly what the title says.

https://pvld.org/celebrate/honoringveterans
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Friends’ Board Welcomes 
New Members
The Peninsula Friends of the Library 
Board of Directors is pleased to welcome 
three new members.

Jonathan Ford

My interest in finance came at an early 
age. It all started with my grandparents. 
My grandfather was a man who worked 
hard every day without complaint, and 
my grandmother was known for her 
ability to save money. Together they 
saved almost everything they made, 
and between the two of them amassed 
around a million dollars. I always 
admired them for this, but as I grew 
older I found myself wondering if there 
was a better way, a faster way. I wanted 
to have my money working for me just as 
hard as I worked for it. This was the first 
step to becoming financially free.

This same mentality led me to pursue 
a business degree from Texas Christian 
University. After graduating I came back 
home to build my practice in Palos 
Verdes. I wanted to help those around 
me to become financially free as well.

My branch team consists of myself 
and my wonderful branch office 
administrator, Caitlin Masukane. 
Together we use an established 5-step 
process to make each client feel 
understood, informed and in control 
of their financial life. We are excited to 
partner with our clients, learn about 
what’s important to them and assist 
them in achieving their long-term 
financial goals. 

Outside the office, I enjoy spending time 
with my friends and family, traveling, 
fishing, and going to the gym—at least 
I enjoy pretending I am serious about 
going to the gym. I am pleased to be 
part of the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library board and to be able to give 
back to our community’s library district. 
I spent many afternoons and weekends 
studying at Peninsula Center and I 
know the importance of supporting our 
library district and the Friends! 

Jennifer King

Jennifer King has lived on the Peninsula 
for the last 20 years and been an 
active member of the community. She 
previously served as a Trustee and as 
Treasurer for the Peninsula Education 
Foundation. In Palos Verdes Estates, she 
served on the Parklands Committee, 
Planning Commission, and City Council, 
including a term as Mayor. 

Jennifer is a practicing attorney and 
a founding partner of a law firm that 
specializes in appellate work. She 
has been actively involved with the 
California State Bar, formerly chairing 
the State Bar’s Appellate Law Advisory 
Commission. She is currently pursuing 
her Ph.D. in Policy, Planning and 
Development at USC’s Sol Price School 
of Public Policy, and she teaches a 
Constitutional Law course at USC’s 
Gould School of Law. 

She and her husband, Steve Cox, have 
raised their three children on the 
Peninsula, and all family members 
have always been avid library users and 
supporters. She is honored to join the 
Board of Directors of the Peninsula 
Friends of the Library.  

Christen King

My name is Christen King and currently 
I am a stay-at-home mom. I enjoy 
gardening, hiking, reading, going to 
museums, traveling, and playing golf 
with my family. While my husband and 
I are originally from Connecticut, we 
moved to California with our children 
about 12 years ago. It was not until 
21/2 years ago when we moved to Palos 
Verdes that we felt like California was 
home. We feel so fortunate to raise 
our children in such a wonderful 
community. 

I attended the University of Connecticut 
where I studied Graphic Design. From 
there I interned at Christie’s Auction in 
New York City and shortly after started 
working at a font company. These two 
experiences formed my approach to 
design. My career continued until our 
son was born, at which point I decided 
to be a homemaker. While raising our 
children I volunteered at their schools 
and the local playhouse. Primarily 
during the earlier years of our children’s 
lives, I spent a lot of time exploring the 
outdoors, painting, and visiting the 
library. 

Reading has been such a huge part of 
our lives. The library always provided 
a place to go to together and explore, 
and a nightly ritual of reading still 
continues for us. When I think of the 
library, gratefulness comes to mind. I 
am grateful for the hours of bonding 
it provided for my children and me 
through so many stages of life. As my 
time is freeing up a bit more each year, 
it is a great time to be able to be part of 
an organization that has such a positive 
influence on the community. 
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Hey, Kids: New Programs!
PVLD is excited to offer some new library programs for kids.

Friday Afternoon Fun 
Kids who love our summer activities want more during the 
school year. We thought that was a great idea, so we started 
Friday Afterschool Fun. Every Friday at 4 pm, children in 
kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to gather in the 
Peninsula Center storytime room for an hour of fun. Maybe 
it will be craft programs like “Back to School Hogwarts style” 
and “The Toy Factory,” or a fun learning activity like “The 
Library Scavenger Hunt.” Best of all are cool STEM programs 
like “Galaxy Slime.” No registration is required. The series runs 
January through April. For details on each week’s activity, check 
our calendar: pvld.org/calendars.

Quiet & Cozy Saturday Afternoon
Ready for some cozy, quiet time? While we love to see children 
playing, learning, and making friends even when it gets noisy, 
we know it’s important to also provide some quiet time. Every 
Saturday, from 1 to 3 pm at the Peninsula Center Library, we 
offer Quiet & Cozy Saturday Afternoon to create a welcoming 
environment with less noise and distraction. At Quiet & Cozy 
Afternoon, kids of any age are free to play with quiet toys, read 
cool pop-up books, and get creative with our coloring sheets. 
Perfect for families who can drop by anytime between 1 and 3 
or stay for the whole session. 

Music and Movement Storytime
We have great weekly events for preschoolers too, such as 
the all-new storytime: Music and Movement. It’s intended for 
children ages 2 to 5 but is super fun for any age. This storytime 
takes place Tuesdays at the Peninsula Center Library, starting 
at 10:15 am and lasting 20-30 minutes. We encourage audience 
participation in singing, jumping, dancing, and playing shakers 
and other rhythm instruments. We even act out stories like 
“Walking in the Jungle!” Incorporating movement, music, and 
rhythm in storytime is an excellent way to help young learners 
develop early literacy skills. This program runs year-round and 
no registration is required.

For our complete schedule of events and resources for kids, be 
sure to check out the PVLD kids page at pvld.org/kids. 

The mission of the Peninsula Friends of the Library is to raise 
funds to support the Palos Verdes Library District and to build 
community awareness of and enthusiasm for library services, 
programs, and needs.

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES

Brian Campbell Rosa Kwon Easton Kay Cooperman Jue
Robert Parke Kingston Wong

The Palos Verdes Library District is a nationally recognized, award-
winning library system serving all four cities on the beautiful Palos 
Verdes Peninsula. We collaborate with our community to create 
environments for learning and inspiration, and to share the unique 
history of the Peninsula. PVLD is an independent special district 
governed by a publicly elected Board of Trustees.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Officers

Ron DeFrees, President Sharron Parke, Vice President
Alan Kennan, Treasurer Nancy Mahr, Secretary

Directors
Jonathan Ford Jane Jones Christen King
Jennifer King Dick Lohrer Sabina Merchant
David Milam Lloyd Mistele Ray Randall
Helen Stoddart Peter Sweers

Staff
Colleen Cotter, Executive Director
Julianna Nourayi, Data Specialist

Library and Friends is a joint newsletter for the Palos Verdes Library 
District and the Peninsula Friends of the Library.  Please send 
comments to Mary Tavetian, Editor, at mtavetian@gmail.com.

Upcoming Libary Book Sales 2020
Peninsula Center Malaga Cove

January 2 - 4 January 17 - 18

February 6 - 8 February 21 - 22

March  5 - 7 March 20 - 21

April 2 - 4 April 17 - 18

May 7 - 9 May 15 - 16

June 4 - 6 June 19 - 20

July 9 - 11 July 17 - 18

P.O. Box 2361 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
pvldfriends.org

https://pvld.org/calendars
https://pvld.org/kids
http://www.pvldfriends.org


NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
SANTA ANA, CA
PERMIT NO. 949

DATED MATERIAL

Peninsula Center Library  701 Silver Spur Road              
Rolling Hills Estates  310-377-9584 x601  

Miraleste Library  29089 Palos Verdes Drive East      
Rancho Palos Verdes  310-377-9584 x452 

Malaga Cove Library  2400 Via Campesina                   
Palos Verdes Estates  310-377-9584 x551

Annex  655 Deep Valley Drive, Suite 175
Rolling Hills Estates  310-377-9584 x301 

Peninsula Friends of the Library corporate sponsors     

Look inside to see 
all the wonderful 
events happening 
at the library!

The Importance of Libraries in Our 
Community
by Elizabeth Letts 

“Growing up in Palos Verdes, I spent many happy hours browsing the 
stacks, contemplating the architecture, chatting with the librarians, 
and perhaps most importantly, drinking in the silence—the perfect 
environment for developing a creative mind. Without the Palos Verdes 
Library, I would never have been able to develop a life as a successful 
author. When you support the Palos Verdes Library, you help to support 
the foundations of a strong community. A library is more than just a 
physical place, it is the seat of dreams, the creator of bright imaginings, 
and most importantly, a place where readers learn and develop empathy. 
By supporting the library, you are helping to create the kind of world we 
all want to live in.”

Elizabeth Letts is an award-winning, New York Times- #1 best-selling 
author.

 

Save The Date!
Join us for a fun evening fundraiser at Peninsula 
Center Library on Saturday, April 25. “Fly Me 
To The Moon” will be the theme, with a Rat 
Pack dance band that will get you moving. USC 
Professor Madhu Thangavelu will present a 
fascinating look at space exploration and the 
possibility of living on the moon in the future. 
Great food, great entertainment, great Friends. 
Please mark your calendars! 

Michelle Lin


