PFL Gala Brings New Orleans to PV
by Sabina Merchant

Peninsula Friends of the Library (PFL) held their annual
fundraising gala on Saturday, March 9th. This year’s theme
was “A Night on Bourbon Street.” Donna Peters with PV Party
Elf, Kaaren Lee, and the gala committee transformed the
Peninsula Center Library into a brightly-festive Bourbon Street.
The talented Peninsula High Jazz Trio rolled out familiar tunes
while guests mingled, sipped on signature Hurricane drinks,
had their tarot cards read, and got their pictures taken at
Bourbon Street-themed booths.
Guests were adorned with colorful
Mardi Gras beads, and the Jazz
Trio led them into the dining
room, playing “When the Saints
Come Marching In.” PFL President
Ron DeFrees kicked off dinner by
thanking the sponsors, members,
and organizers for putting on
such a creative and lively event.
The fabulous Original New Orleans Band entertained guests
while they enjoyed a New Orleans dinner served family style,
complete with King Cakes and beignets. The sit-down meal was
catered by Primal Alchemy from Long Beach.
The PFL Board would like to thank all the sponsors, guests,
members, and Lifetime members for their generosity. You
helped us exceed our fundraising goals. All proceeds from the
gala go directly towards library programs and services. More
pictures of the event are on page 7 and in the Gallery on
the Friends of the Library website (pvldfriends.org).

Summer Reading Fun for Everyone:
It’s Showtime at the Library!
by Laura Henry

PVLD is kicking off its annual Summer Reading Program on
May 31st. This year’s program is called “It’s Showtime” and the
library has entertaining reading, dazzling events, and magical
activities for all ages. Join online at pvld.beanstack.org or in
person any time starting May 31st.

It’s Showtime for Kids in TK - 5th grade
No matter their reading level, kids become better readers
when they read in summer. They gain fluency, increase
vocabulary, and feel more confident. When children have lots
of opportunities to explore fascinating, cool, exciting, scary,
thrilling, or funny books, and choose their own books, reading
becomes a delight, not a chore. Kids who join It’s Showtime
can read any books they like and they can complete fun
reading activities that foster reading skills. Plus, kids collect
souvenir iron-on patches. We have 8 awesome new designs this
year!
Showtime at the library doesn’t end with
books; our entertainment for kids includes
musicians, storytellers and jugglers, plus cool
craft programs and even a Star Wars event! For
the full calendar of kids events, go to: pvld.org/calendar.
Kids have even more reading fun with the Riddle of the Week.
Using a secret code, they solve a riddle and get a small prize.
Every week at the library, we post a new riddle and give out a
new prize.
continued on page 6

More Library Spaces Named

President’s Message

We are honored to announce the Fred Mackenbach Computer
and Study Lounge at Malaga Cove Library. The Mackenbach
family gave to honor Fred’s many years of tireless support and
exceptional service to PVLD, Malaga Cove Library, and the
Peninsula Friends of the Library. Fred served as Mayor of Palos
Verdes Estates and as a Palos Verdes Estates city council member
from 1999 to 2005. He was a good friend to our community.

Peninsula Friends of the Library
The Peninsula Friends of the Library is a volunteer organization with a very clear
Mission Statement: To raise funds to support the Palos Verdes Library District and
to build community awareness of and enthusiasm for Library services, programs,
and needs.
We work very hard on the first part of this Mission Statement – the “raise funds”
part – because it adds significantly to the character of our Library and benefits
our community. But recently I was reminded of the importance of the second
part: “build community awareness”. I had the opportunity to give a presentation
on the Library and Friends to the local chapter of PEO, a great women’s
philanthropic organization. All in the audience were local residents, most were
library cardholders, and some were Friends members and volunteers. But few were
aware of the vast array of programs, services, and facilities available at our 3 Library
branches, especially the online digital services. So my message is: go to the PVLD
website, pvld.org, and check out the many opportunities to download books,
renew your passport, learn a language, teach yourself a new skill, see a movie, music
program or art show, become a volunteer, or donate to support these programs.
And please, become a member of the Friends and be part of the support for our
Library community.
Ron DeFrees
President, Peninsula Friends of the Library

Let’s Be Friends!
Peninsula Friends of the Library is
conducting a Friend-Raiser and we
hope you’ll join in. By becoming a
member, you’ll be supporting over 1000
programs, including movies, storytimes,
the Summer Reading program, online
resources, and much more. When you
become a friend, you help keep PVLD
the best friend a community can have!
Please go to pvldfriends.org/join or call
310-921-7505 for more information.

Join the Sustaining Circle
Why not join the Friends Sustaining
Circle? For as little as $10 a month, you’ll
provide a consistent base of support
to let the Friends better plan for future
programs. Your monthly contribution
can be automatically deducted from a
checking account or credit/debit card.
Benefits include automatic membership
renewal, an annual tax receipt, and–best
of all–the satisfaction of supporting the
library. Join at pvldfriends.org/give/
sustaining-circle or call 310-921-7503.
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Get the NY Times Online
The Palos Verdes Library District is
pleased to offer the New York Times
online to our patrons for free! This offer
features direct access to nytimes.com,
from 1851 to right now, including:
■■ All regular newspaper content
■■ All multimedia, including video,
photography, VR features, and all new
multimedia to come
■■ Spanish and Mandarin Chinese
versions of nytimes.com
■■ Personalized access, including e-mail
newsletters such as California Today,
mobile apps for phones and tablets,
customizable news feeds, and article
recommendations
Sign up for this opportunity at:
pvld.org/nytimes.

The Friends and the Library are also very thankful to the Henke
family for their continued support of the Local History Center
and now the Archives Lab. The newly-named Richard & Sophia
Henke Archives Lab is where we collect, organize, and preserve
our community’s history. In this room located next to the Local
History Center, archivists, interns, and community members
help process and prepare materials so they are available to the
public. Here, people can see the work being done to stabilize,
rehouse, and preserve historic materials, ensuring they are
available for generations to come.

Susan Fletcher is New
Circulation Manager
I am so happy and excited to be part of
the PVLD Team! I have been working
in libraries in Los Angeles County for
17 years and I am looking forward to
meeting and serving the Peninsula
community. When not enjoying my
time at the library, I am usually at home
in Whittier, spending time with my
5-year old son, Darius, and my husband,
Rondell. I love to run, travel, and enjoy
trying new foods from around the world.

Life Members: Save the
Date
Calling all Friends of the Library Life
Members! Save Friday, September 20,
2019, for our yearly gathering to
celebrate your contribution to the
Friends and PVLD. You can become a
Life Member by giving a one-time gift
of $1,000 that is designated directly to
the Friends endowment to help us reach
our $5 million goal. Choosing to be a
Life Member gives you the satisfaction
of knowing you belong to an exceptional
group of Friends who empower the
community by investing in the future
of our library district. Your name will
be added to the glass Donor Wall in the
Peninsula Center Library.

We are grateful to the Henke and Mackenbach families for
supporting the Peninsula Friends of the Library and the Palos
Verdes Library District. If you would like to learn about naming
a library space, please call 310-921-7505.

Watch for a New PVLD Website
On June 26, PVLD will have a new website. The redesigned
site offers a user-friendly experience with improved search,
navigation, and functionality. New features include:
■■ A single account for both print books and ebooks. You’ll be
able to check out both formats through a single interface
and view checkouts in one place. Overdrive and Hoopla
digital movies, TV shows, comics, ebooks, and eaudiobooks
will now be searchable and downloadable through a single
interface and logged in your checkout history.
■■ New Library Apps. As part of our new website launch, the
library will have downloadable apps in the Apple and Google
stores that offer full access to our catalog and other services.
You can view your account, checkout history, loans, holds,
and reservations, and you’ll be able to pay fees online as well.

Donors Honored at Reception
The Peninsula Friends of the Library kicked off 2019 with a
party celebrating all those on our donor wall. Over 130 donors
came to celebrate the updated glass displays in the Peninsula
Center Library foyer. They enjoyed conversation and celebrated
the Friends and PLVD. Donors’ names are placed on the wall
when they have given $1000 during a fiscal-year period to the
Friends. Thank you to all who have given over the years to
make our Library District first class! For more photos of the
event, visit the Gallery on the Friends of the Library website
(pvldfriends.org).

Get Legal Information Online
The Legal Information
Reference Center is an online
database designed to assist
the general public in legal
matters of all kinds. It offers
everyday users general information and how-to instructions
covering a wide-range of legal issues including business law,
financial planning, family law, and property and real estate
rights. You’ll find exclusive, full text for many top consumer
legal reference books, as well as thousands of legal forms.
Go to pvld.org/research and select Legal Information
Reference Center under Reference. It provides:
■■ 580 full-text publications and reference books
■■ More than 13,000 state-specific legal forms
■■ More than 8,200 federal forms searchable by state
■■ More than 1,000 multi-state legal forms

Please note: The sign-in process will be different. To log into
your library account you’ll use your library card number and
the last 4 digits of your phone number (or another 4-digit PIN
you choose). For more information, visit pvld.org/newwebsite.

A majority of the full-text legal reference books are provided
through Nolo, the nation’s oldest and most respected provider
of legal information for consumers and small businesses. With
the Legal Forms by U.S. State feature, you can search statespecific legal forms by top subject areas including adoption,
bankruptcy, name changes, and more.
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Video Games Available for Checkout
Great news for gamers: the library now offers a video game
collection of popular titles for the PS4, XBOX One, and
Nintendo Switch. Patrons can borrow up to 3 video games
at a time, per library card, for 2 weeks. The collection will be
permanently located at the Peninsula Center Library, next to
the new movies. Three-ring binders listing all the video game
titles are available at the Miraleste and Malaga Cove branches
where patrons can “browse” the collection and place on hold
any titles they want to have sent to their branch for pickup.

Upcoming Library Programs
Every week the library hosts a wide variety of events for the
community. Here’s a look at some programs coming up:
Tea at the Library. June 3, 9 to 11 am, Peninsula Center Library
Reference Desk.  Join us Monday mornings for tea in the library.
Grab a magazine, newspaper, or your favorite book and find a
comfy spot in the library while you enjoy complimentary tea.
2nd Sundays @ the Miraleste Library. June 9, 2 to 4 pm, Main
Floor. For maximum enjoyment, these programs are conducted
when the library is closed. In June we welcome a live, historical
re-enactment. History comes alive with a special performance
by Peter Small playing our second president, John Adams. Free
and open to the public. No reservations required.
Art Exhibit: Janelle Carbajal, Excerpts. Until June 29, Peninsula
Center Library Foyer Exhibit Area. Excerpts is a portrait series of
fictional characters existing in dramatic and mysterious narratives.
With little more than a facial expression and a few simple words,
Excerpts explores the world of modern mythologies in the making.
Classics @ Noon. First Tuesdays, 12 pm, Malaga Cove Library
Gallery. Join us on the first Tuesday of the month for Summer
Classics @ Noon featuring films turning 60 this year with some
pre-show classic film trivia in June, July, and August:
■■ June 4: “Some Like It Hot” (1959)
■■ July 2: “North by Northwest” (1959)
■■ August 6: “Gidget” (1959)
Author Talk: Helen Zia, Last Boat Out of Shanghai. Saturday,
June 15, 11 am to 1 pm, Peninsula Center Library Community
Room. Co-hosted by the library and the South Bay Chinese
Women’s Association. Please join us in a discussion with Helen Zia
about her new book on the Chinese who fled Mao’s revolution.
Free and open to the public. No reservations required.
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Make It and Grow It. Thursday, June 6, 6 to 8 pm, Peninsula
Center Library Community Room. It’s time to develop your
DIY (Do It Yourself) skills, whether you already have some
or are just learning. In June we’re making macrame air plant
holders with instructor Stacy Wong (part of Life Hack: Get Your
Life Together—PV Summer Readers Edition). Registration is
required; sign up online or call 310-377-9584 x601.
Vinyl Record Throwback. Wednesday, July 10, 6:30 to 8 pm,
Peninsula Center Library Community Room. We’re swapping
vinyl and listening to our favorite tunes. Bring your vinyls and
trade with others. Don’t have any vinyl to trade but still want to
stop by? Try your hand at DJ-ing and mixing those sweet tunes
at the hands of an experienced DJ. No registration required.
Teen Tech 4 Seniors. Saturday, July 13, 10 am
to 12 pm, Peninsula Center Library Community
Room. Get help with your tech questions! Sit
one-on-one with a trained tech helper for 20
minutes to get answers to your tech questions.
Please bring your own device. This program is
on a first-come, first-served basis.
Life Hack: Career Advice. Saturday, July 20, 10 am to 12 pm,
Peninsula Center Library Community Room. Interviewing can
be stressful! Join us for a morning of interview do’s and don’ts to
help you feel better prepared for the next career opportunity.
Line Dancing. Wednesday, August 14, 6 pm, Peninsula Center
Library Community Room. Dust off those dancing shoes and
show off your talent. Whether it’s your first time line dancing
or you’re a seasoned pro, it’s definitely showtime at the library!
No registration required.
Regular library programs are sponsored by the Peninsula Friends
of the Library.

Visit Japan With Friends
Collette Travel and Sharon Ryan, with An Uncommon Journey
in Malaga Cove, are planning another fantastic trip, this time
to Japan in April of 2020. The cost of the trip is discounted for
members of the Friends of the Library and your participation
benefits the library. Collette will plan it all, so you can just
enjoy the experience without the hassles.
Highlights include
Tokyo, Asakusa,
Yanaka Ginza, a Tea
Ceremony, Hakone,
a cruise on Lake
Ashi, Matsumoto
Castle, Takayama,
a Hida Beef Dinner
and Sake Tasting,
Shirakawa-go,
Kanazawa, Kyoto, travel on the bullet train, Hiroshima, and
a Geisha Show. The travel dates are April 17 to 30, 2020. For
details, visit: gateway.gocollette.com/link/950343.

Needed: Book Sale
Volunteers
Business is booming in our Retail Used
and Internet Book Sales, but we need
some more hands. We're looking for
people who can volunteer at least 4 to
8 hours per month. For our Internet
Book Sales, we need early morning risers
(8 to 9 am during the week) who can
volunteer 2 hours a week to help with
various duties. Other positions are open
for mornings or afternoons.
In both book sales areas, duties include
online research for checking or pricing
the donations, working on specific
book categories, and keeping the books
organized. In Internet Book Sales, duties
can include packing and shipping items
that have been ordered online and
processing emails and returns. Both
book sales areas are currently staffed
by a solid group of friendly, helpful, and
committed volunteers!
For more information, please call
(310) 377-9584, x276, or email us at
volunteer@pvld.org.

Annex Update
Work is continuing behind the scenes
on the new Annex. A contest was held
during February and March for a new
design for the Annex logo. The contest
was open to all local 6-12th grade
students and information was promoted
through the normal library channels,
social media, and also sent out through
the school district. Some teachers even
assigned the project to their students.
As a result, PVLD received 44 entries!
The Peninsula Teen Advisory Council
(PTAC) and the Young Adult librarians
are reviewing the entries and will be
making a final choice soon.
The Young Adult Librarians are also
holding focus groups to ask teens
directly about what they might like to
see in the new Annex. They will be able
to give us feedback about furniture,
technology, and colors. Pizza and snacks
will be offered and there will also be a
raffle for various gift cards. We expect to
hear many great ideas!

Danielle Arnold as Angela Davis

Local high school students served as
docents for the event. Five graduating
seniors were awarded Black heritage
Association college scholarships. All
students were recognized and given
certificates of participation during the
program. For more photos, check out
the Gallery on the Friends of the Library
website (pvldfriends.org).

Heroes Come Alive at
Living History Museum
by Janet Baszile

The African American residents of Palos
Verdes have a long history of providing
opportunities to celebrate their rich
culture. More than a decade ago, the
Black Heritage Association, the Palos
Verdes Chapter of Links, and the Palos
Verdes Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority formed a collaborative
with the Palos Verdes Library District
to ensure that diverse students have the
chance to participate in this annual event,
called “The Living History Museum”.
All students in Kindergarten through
8th grade were encouraged to select
their favorite African American hero and
learn the important attributes, struggles,
and challenges the hero overcame on
his/her path to greatness.
At the most recent Living History
Museum event, held February 24 at
the Peninsula Center Library, nearly 50
local students dressed in costumes and
portrayed scholars, scientists, political
leaders, musicians, and sports figures.
Hundreds of family and community
members listened to the students share
their stories and got their autographs.

Blake Crawford as Thurgood Marshall

Ashley Willis as Dr. Patricia Bath

Access PVLD Resources
Online With School ID
A reminder to PVPUSD students: You
can use your school-issued student ID
to log on to the PVLD Research page to
access resources on the library’s website.
This virtual Student Success card also
gives you access to a wide variety of
services offered through the website,
such as reading recommendations,
test preparation, research databases,
downloadable e-books, and homework
help with tutors available to work with
students online. There are no fines and
the virtual card never expires.
Just go to: pvld.org/research, then select
the resource you want. At the login
screen, enter your Student Success card
number, which is the prefix 29350888
plus your 6-digit student ID number
(for example: 29350888xxxxxx, where
xxxxxx is your student ID number).
Some library resources require a last
name to log in so just enter “student”
for those. No other information is
required, and student privacy is always
protected. Need more help? Ask a
librarian at one of our branches, or
contact us at pvld.org/contact.
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Teens are invited to awesome events too, starting with Open
Mic Night, on June 14, where they can share their songs,
poetry, or comedy and be the audience too. In July, Showtime
continues with PVLD’s 2nd annual teen film festival. This year’s
festival features 80s films and retro snacks.

It’s Showtime for Adults!

School-time Becomes Storytime
by Sabina Merchant

Last December, PVLD’s very own Laura Henry visited Rolling
Hills Montessori for storytime, and what a time it was! Laura
made the stories come alive. From the moment she took the
stage, the kids were enthralled. She read books, sang songs, and
used puppets to help her with the stories. She also handed out
musical instruments to the children, who sang and interacted
with her. They loved her. At the end of storytime, everyone had
a chance to hug or high-five Barney (her bear puppet).
Laura Henry manages the Young
Readers Department at PVLD,
including the kids’ storytime
programs held at all 3 locations.
Offered 6 days a week, storytimes
incorporate book readings, songs,
finger plays, flannel board stories,
and a puppet or doll mascot. If you
would like to schedule a storytime
for your pre-school/Kinder/First
grade class, please call the Young
Readers desk at 310-377-9584, x600.
The Peninsula Friends of the Library
provides generous funding for all
library storytimes.

Why should kids and teens have all the fun? Adults (anyone
over age 18) read, write reviews, and get some pretty cool
activities of their own to try. Plus, there are prizes and raffle
tickets. Adults looking for summer entertainment will find
plenty of free events at the library. Vinyl Throwback Night, and
Line Dancing headline events at Peninsula Center, while the
Miraleste and Malaga Cove branches are offering Astronomy,
Aeronautics, and Astronautic events that are out of this world.

1000 Books Before Kindergarten
For our littlest patrons, we offer the self-paced reading
program “1000 Books before
Kindergarten“ year-round.
Summer can be a great time
to start this program which
encourages the development
of early literacy skills.
PVLD always continues its weekly and monthly events
throughout summer, so all ages can explore everything from
preschool storytimes to a monthly history discussion club. Our
calendar of events is at pvld.org/calendar.
The events, prizes, and activities for It’s Showtime are made
possible by the Peninsula Friends of the Library.

Thank You Gala Sponsors!
The Peninsula Friends of the Library thanks our generous
gala sponsors.

Summer Reading, continued from page 1

Major sponsors: the Foltz Family, Jacky Glass

It’s Showtime: Teens in 6th - 12th grade!

Other sponsors:

Teens have their own program: Summer Reading Blockbuster!
Members who join this self-paced program are challenged
to read any 5 books they like, after which they can collect a
$5 Amazon gift card. Members who read 5 more books, can
receive a second $5 Amazon gift card. (Limit 2 gift cards per
person for the summer.)

Anonymous
The Canterbury
Continental Development
Corporation
Michael & Colleen Cotter
Joan & Walter Dombrowski
Reggie & Kay Cooperman Jue
Paul & Dottie Keye
Kaaren & Dong Joon Lee
Dick & Ruth Lohrer

All teen participants are entered in a drawing for $50 Barnes
and Noble gift cards. Participants can increase their chances by
playing “Lost in Translation.” It’s simple: teens just drop by any
library each week and answer a question about a Young Adult
book and its movie adaptation to be entered in the drawing.

Marilyn & John Long,
Long Family Foundation
Nancy Mahr
Malaga Bank
Lloyd & Elaine Mistele
Robert & Sharron Parke
Providence Little Company
of Mary Medical Centers
Ray & Anna Randall
Timothy & Cecialia “CC” Yu

A Night on Bourbon Street
6 | Library and Friends

Summer 2019 | 7

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
SANTA ANA, CA
PERMIT NO. 949
Peninsula Center Library 701 Silver Spur Road
Rolling Hills Estates 310-377-9584 x601
Malaga Cove Library 2400 Via Campesina
Palos Verdes Estates 310-377-9584 x551

DATED MATERIAL

Miraleste Library 29089 Palos Verdes Drive East
Rancho Palos Verdes 310-377-9584 x452
Annex 655 Deep Valley Drive, Suite 175
Rolling Hills Estates 310-377-9584 x301

BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Brian Campbell
Kay Cooperman Jue
James D. Moore
Debby Stegura
Kingston Wong
The Palos Verdes Library District is a nationally recognized, awardwinning library system serving all four cities on the beautiful Palos
Verdes Peninsula. We collaborate with our community to create
environments for learning and inspiration, and to share the unique
history of the Peninsula. PVLD is an independent special district
governed by a publicly elected Board of Trustees.

Mark October 5th on Your Calendar
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Peninsula Friends of the Library invites you to the
Wurst Party Ever! Join us for Bratwurst, Beer &
Books at an Octoberfest celebration on Saturday,
October 5th, 2019, from 6 to 9 pm, in the Peninsula
Center Library. All proceeds go toward our kids
and teens programs! See the Friends website
(pvldfriends.org) for more information, coming soon. Or call 310-921-7505.

The mission of the Peninsula
Friends of the Library is to raise
funds to support the Palos Verdes
Library District and to build
community awareness of and
enthusiasm for Library services,
programs, and needs.

Library and Friends is
the newsletter for PVLD and
the Peninsula Friends of the
Library. Please send comments
to Mary Tavetian, Editor, at
mtavetian@gmail.com.
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Colleen Cotter, Executive Director
Charlie Trujillo, Development Associate
Julianna Nourayi, Data Specialist

Corporate sponsors:

Upcoming Library Book Sales
Peninsula Center

Malaga Cove

June 6 - 9

June 21 - 22

July 11 - 14

July 19 - 20

August 1 - 4

August 16 - 17

September 5 - 8

September 20 - 21

October 3 - 6

October 18 - 19

November 7 - 10

November 15 - 16

December 5 - 8

December 13 - 14

