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Board of Directors Set for 2016
At the January board meeting for the Friends of the Library, the directors
welcomed two new members and elected the officers for 2016.

Officers
Nancy Mahr, President
Mark Boujikian, Vice President

Alan Kennan, Treasurer
Ron DeFrees, Secretary

Directors
Janet Baszile
Tom Chan
Christine Chui
Jane Jones
Dottie Keye*
Kaaren Lee

Local History Centers Launches YSPS

James Lin
Richard Lohrer
Lloyd Mistele
David Milam*
Bill Roberts
Mary Tavetian

* See page 3 to learn more about these new directors.

by Monique Sugimoto
Archivist and Adult Services Librarian

On January 16, the Local History Center held an Open House event and
launched its newest initiative, Your Story is the Peninsula’s Story (YSPS),
a public history project for collecting personal photos and memories
shared by the Palos Verdes Peninsula community.
Visitors were treated to a sampling of the Local History Center’s
collection including exhibits of oral histories, original records from the
Palos Verdes Project and Save Our Coastline effort, the 40 Families
project, and an “Archives Lab” to learn about the world of archives.
Approximately 100 visitors attended the event. Many participated in the
YSPS event by bringing photos or texts which were scanned on the spot
by volunteers and then returned to the visitors. The scanned images are
now being catalogued and will be added to the Library’s growing digital
archive (www.palosverdeshistory.org) which is freely accessible online.
The district has also purchased 20 mobile scanners, called Flip-Pals,
which can be checked out for use at home.
Through surveys and interviews with the community conducted
in 2015, the Local History Center learned of a desire to have more
photographs and documents from the post-WWII period of Peninsula
history. The surveys also showed a desire to have a collection that
reflected the diversity of the community. In response, the Local History
Center applied for and received a grant from the Institute of Museum
and Library Services to hold public scanning events at which community
members could share their stories and memories through their images.
continued on page 4

From left to right, back row: James Lin, Bill Roberts, Mary Tavetian, Mark
Boujikian; middle row: Janet Baszile, Christine Chui, Ron deFrees, Lloyd Mistele;
front row: Jane Jones, Nancy Mahr, Richard Lohrer, Dottie Keye, David Milam.
(not pictured: Tom Chan, Alan Kennan, Kaaren Lee)

From the Friends’ Development Director:
I want to express my appreciation and a personal thank you to all
our friends and supporters who continue to generously support
the mission of the Friends of the Library. Your generosity makes a
difference in the library every day. Thank you so much.
- Loretta Patterson

President’s Message
I am so pleased to be able to continue as president of the Peninsula
Friends of the Library. Many thanks to the Friends’ board members
who had confidence in my ability to work with them and the
Library in fulfilling the mission of the Friends. I am grateful for the
dedication of our board members for continuing to serve—and for
our two new members, Dottie Keye and Dave Milam. We have an
outstanding board for 2016.
I mentioned the mission of the Friends, which is printed on the back of each newsletter:
To raise funds to support the PVLD and to build community awareness of and
enthusiasm for Library services, programs, and needs. The Friends is the fundraising
organization for the Library District. We currently provide over $400,000 per year to the
Library, which goes to provide programs for children and adults, Sunday hours, e-books
and other materials, technology support, and anything else that our libraries need.
General public funding provides the basics, and the work of the Friends adds important
extras and enhancements.
2015 was a very successful year in raising funds for the Library. Our endowment fund
made the $1 million mark—a goal of our past president, Marion Martelli. We have more
work to do. Our long-term goal for the endowment is $5 million. In the meantime,
other donations and fundraisers continued to enable the Friends to meet its annual
commitment to Library services and programs. We are especially fortunate to have an
excellent development team led by Loretta Patterson, Development Director. Loretta and
her staff, Charlie Trujillo and Diana Morgan, do a fantastic job.
Building community awareness of our libraries and their services is the second part of
our mission. This newsletter is part of that. The Friends also hold special events from time
to time, such as the galas or the Malaga Cove film preview held last October. Yes, these
events are fundraisers, but they also showcase our libraries to the community. We want
Peninsula residents to know and appreciate the outstanding resource that we all have in
the PVLD.
We’d like to have every member of the Peninsula community as a Friend of the Library.
If you have not joined, please join up. Ask your friends to join as well. The Library is there
for each of you—please be there for the Library.
Nancy Mahr

Kids Say Thank You
The weekly storytimes supported by the
Friends of the Library have
some devoted fans, and they
recently expressed their
gratitude in a colorful way.
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2015 in Review
Now that we have settled into the new year,
the time seems right to look back at the last
one to see what the Friends of the Library
accomplished in 2015:
■■ We committed over $400,000 to
the Library District for services and
programs—including Sunday hours,
the Summer Reading Program, the
library newsletter, and new computers
districtwide.
■■ We sponsored a film depicting the creation
of the Malaga Cove Library and the
formation of the Library District.

Created by Roy Medawar and Lloyd
Greenlund, the film was the centerpiece for
a celebration and fundraising event at
Malaga Cove Library in October, which
raised $20,000.
■■ Two large and two small study rooms at
Peninsula Center Library were sponsored
and named by community members.
■■ In July, we held a new type
of membership event at the
Malaga Cove Library and
gained four new lifetime
members.
■■ We received two significant outside
grants: $25,000 from County Supervisor
Don Knabe and $35,000 from the Norris
Foundation.
■■ Our endowment funds reached a
$1 million milestone this year. The Board
of Directors had previously established
a long-term goal of $5 million for the
endowment. This amount would produce
income that would give financial support
to the Library District if the Friends’ usual
revenues were to take a downturn that
resulted in reduced community donations.
The endowment is very important to the
long-term financial stability of our libraries.
We are thrilled that we have reached the
$1 million mark; but there is more to do.

■■ We hosted the
dedication of the
“Storyteller” sculpture
in the Malaga Cove
garden. The sculpture
was donated to the
Library by the Long
Family Foundation.
■■ The Legacy Society, for people who wish
to include the Friends in their wills or
trusts, grew by two new members this year.
New printed material is helping spread the
word about this opportunity to support the
library.
■■ The used books sales—managed solely by
volunteers—continue to be an on-going
source of revenue. The monthly sale at
Peninsula Center Library celebrated its
20th anniversary this year. The combined
book sales generate about $200,000 per
year.

■■ We increased community awareness of our
library resources through special events
and through the Friends’ newsletter mailed
to our members and other individuals in
the community.
■■ Along with Marymount
University, the Negri
Foundation, and the
Meid and Macfarlane
Foundation, we cosponosored a reading by
award-winning author
Joyce Carol Oates.
■■ We have updated the Donor Wall at
Peninsula Center Library to reflect new
donors and those who have increased their
level of giving.
■■ We continue to have over 200 volunteers
who support library operations and run
the book sales and the Library Shop. The
volunteers give thousands of hours, valued
at over $600,000.
None of these accomplishments would be
possible without the generous donations from
our community and the time given freely by
our volunteers. Many thanks to all of you.

Meet the New Friends
Directors
The Friends board welcomes two new
directors for the 2016 term.

Dottie Keye
Dottie Keye has joined
the Friends of the Library
Board. We should say
“rejoined” because Dottie
was on the board before
and served as president in
the 1970s. She says “The
Palos Verdes Peninsula
Library is a priceless
community asset. I look forward to serving on
the board of the Friends.”
Dottie graduated from Duke University with
a BA in Sociology and received an MA in
Humanities from Cal State Dominguez Hills.
She worked for Channel 4/ KNBC News
as a researcher and investigator for Action 4
Consumer Affairs. She was assistant to the
Director at the California Department of
Consumer affairs.
Dottie has been very active in the community,
in addition to her time on the Friends board.
She has served on the Board of Trustees
for the California Friends of the Library, as
President of the Circle-PV Community Arts
Association, and as Chairman of the Harbor
Area Council United Way.
In her free time, Dottie enjoys reading,
walking, yoga, swimming, and traveling.

and performance, often in the areas of product
development and strategic initiatives. He
is excited by the increasing “community
focus” of the library and hopes to help
generate greater community awareness and
involvement. In his early years in Palos Verdes,
Dave’s involvement in the community was
primarily supporting kids in youth sports.
Throughout the 45 years here he has been
active in Saint Peters Presbyterian church,
beginning as a youth sponsor, now a Stephen
Minister, and in between terms as a Deacon,
Elder, and educator, while also participating in
the endowment committee.
Dave received his BA in Economics from
Occidental College and an MBA in Business
Finance and General Management from
Harvard. His career has been more as business
philosopher and facilitator than as economist
or business leader.

Wanted: Volunteers for
the Library Shop
Do you have a couple of hours
to spare? The library shop needs
volunteers to help in the shop. It’s a
peaceful environment and you’d be
surrounded by beautiful things. If
you may be interested, please contact
Aileen Hoy at 310-373-3125 or
aandehoy@aol.com.

Dave Milam
Dave Milam and his
wife, Carol, have lived
on the Peninsula since
1970, when his career
in aerospace business
management with
Northrop Corporation
brought them to the area.
Even after he changed careers, he remained
committed to Palos Verdes. Dave and Carol
raised their three children here, where they
“grew up with the PV Library.” Now he is
watching his grandchildren grow in the same
way.
Before retiring, Dave consulted for 30 years
with business enterprises and government
agencies to improve their teamwork, morale,
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Spirit of Giving Spotlight:
Control Your Giving During
Retirement AND Beyond!
By Mark Boujikian, CFP®

Harris Financial Advisors, Inc.
Vice President, Peninsula Friends of the Library

Control is one aspect of our lives that helps
us feel secure. We control our schedules,
our diets, our money, even our appearance.
When we lose that control or find ourselves
helpless to an outcome, our anxiety peaks
and fear takes hold. Our finances exhibit
one such example: when we are in control,
we feel secure; when we lose control, we
fear the outcome.
Charitable giving is a facet of our finances
that exhibits this conundrum. The National
Council on Planned Giving found the
following statistics when it comes to
planned giving in America:
■■ 86% of Americans donate money or
resources to charitable interests each
year. This includes things such as
donations to faith organizations, buying
girl-scout cookies, annual contributions
to major charities like the Red Cross,
and other gifts to favorite charities.
■■ Only 6% of Americans plan to continue
their gifts at the time of death, or
beyond their lifetime.
Why do only 6% of those charitable
individuals develop a plan to maintain
control of their charitable giving beyond
their lifetimes? Quite simply, a lack of
awareness of what options are available
and how best to execute those options stop
great people from doing great things with
their charitable giving.
The simplest and most effective way to
control your legacy is by naming your
favorite charity in your will or living trust.
This ensures that your gifts pass exactly as
you wish them to—the very definition of
control—while also garnering tax benefits
for your estate.1
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That in mind, here is a list of a few items
to consider when exerting control of your
charitable giving during retirement and
beyond:
■■ Gift “highly-appreciated” assets such
as stock or collectibles. This can be
accomplished through charitable trusts
that provide the assets to your desired
charities during your lifetime or even
after death. If structured properly, it is
possible for income from these assets
to continue back to you as the donor
or even another beneficiary of your
choosing.2
■■ Change the beneficiary of your life
insurance policy to provide as little as 1%
to a charity. This can be done by simply
completing a beneficiary designation
form for your life insurance policy to
include your favorite charity alongside
your other beneficiaries.
■■ Purchase a new life insurance policy
to leverage your gifting ability. A large
amount of life insurance proceeds can
be generated through relatively few
premium dollars.3 This can maximize
the impact of your overall gift while also
allowing you to preserve other assets for
your beneficiaries.
Controlling your assets during retirement
and beyond is easier said than done. Talk to
your financial advisor, tax professional, and
estate planning attorney to ensure all aspects
of your investment, tax, and estate plan are
coordinated and controlled according to
your desires.

YSPS (continued from page 41)
An important goal of YSPS is to bring
together community members of all ages,
ethnicities, and backgrounds to celebrate each
person’s family history and contribution to
the community—whether they have lived
here all their life or have recently come to
the Peninsula. The project further seeks to
build connections within the community and
develop an understanding of our shared history.

Emily Wu, a junior at Peninsula High School,
demonstrates one of the 20 Flip-Pal mobile
scanners that are available for checkout
from the library.

Photographs can be new, old, formal or
informal, but originals are preferred. Slides can
also be scanned, and there will be a lightbox
at subsequent events for viewing slides. The
guideline for selecting the image (or text) is to
select items that hold a particular importance to
the contributor. One contributor described her
photo of a horse named Chino being pulled by
Andy, a dog, this way: “All the animals roamed
free back then. Horses were stabled but dogs
were not fenced in. Labradors would go around
the neighborhood and take swims in the pools.”

Every individual and family is unique and it
is for that reason we are happy to discuss any
ideas you may have to help you exert control
over your giving while supporting your
favorite charity. Give the Friends office a call
at (310) 921-7503 and Loretta Patterson
can help answer your questions about
planned giving and the many ways you can
help make the Palos Verdes Library District
a special place for generations to come.
Only charitable donations to qualifying organizations
can be deducted. See your financial, tax, and legal
professional to verify the organization prior to leaving
them in your estates plan.
1

Consult with your qualified estate planning attorney
regarding the proper structure of any charitable trusts.
2

Purchase of a new life insurance policy is contingent
upon successfully qualifying by passing underwriting
requirements.
3

Volunteer Alex Dan scans photos and documents
brought in by members of the community.

Another contributor brought a formal photo of
her in-laws that was taken on her wedding day
at the Neighborhood Church. The photo was
important to the contributor because “She was
the first non-Korean to marry into the family.”

Patron Profile: Sam Wallace

Richard Kawasaki talks about the 40 Families project. Volunteers
researching the history of these original Japanese families have already
identified 60% of the 185 people in the photograph below, shown by
Ruth Doddy, another Local History volunteer.

Monique Sugimoto, archivist and local history librarian, is leading the
project, assisted by a team of library staff and community members.
Two more scanning events are scheduled:
■■ March 19, 10:00 - 2:30 at the Palos Verdes Art Center
■■ April 30, 10:00 - 12:30 at Malaga Cove Library
If you are interested in volunteering to help at the scanning events, or
would like to learn how you can help spread the word about the project,
or have questions about contributing at an upcoming event, contact
Monique Sugimoto at msugimoto@pvld.org or 310-377-9584, ext 213.

Archivist Stella Castillo will begin a residency at the PVLD Local
History Center in August as part of the LA as Subject Residency
Program. She will be helping Monique Sugimoto process some of the
key collections to make them available to the public.

The most frequent visitor in the Teen alcove at the Peninsula
Center Library has not been a teenager for some years, but he
knows that it’s the best place in the library to read in the morning.
And he should know, because he has been doing just that,
practically every day the library is open, for more than 30 years.
Sam Wallace leaves his house in Rancho Palos Verdes in the
morning, walks 15 minutes to the library, and then collects the
Wall Street Journal, Investor’s Business Daily, and the Financial
Times before settling in at the table in the Teen section. He
likes this spot because it provides northern light, which he says
is the best to read by since it does not produce any glare. He’ll
spend two or three hours there, taking in all the financial news
and chatting with some of the other regulars—like Harlan
Knudson—before making the 15 minute walk back home. He
enjoys this daily routine because it satisfies his love of reading
while also getting him outside for some exercise.
Sam has lived on the peninsula since 1963 and raised four
children here with his wife, Betty. He retired from the computer
industry 33 years ago and soon found himself volunteering for
the Norris—which he has done consistently for 30 years—and
taking up part-time residence in the library. Sam said he is
“addicted to reading” and has eclectic tastes. He enjoys listening
to music and learning about art and architecture.
He comes to the library to read the papers, but also to see the
people. Over the years Sam has made many friends among the
stacks; for example, he and cartoonist Paul Conrad became pals
and developed a friendship through their experiences with Little
League. He once helped Actor Buddy Ebsen find a book he was
looking for. Sam knows everyone who works at the library and
has great respect for them all, especially Library Director Kathy
Gould for the wonderful job she has done expanding programs
and services. His commitment to the library has been proven
many times by his generous donations over the years. Thanks to
people like Sam Wallace, the library remains a vital place in the
community, enriching the lives of people of all ages—including
teens, like Sam.
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Christina and George Legg Name Study Room
Intrigued by the idea of leaving a legacy to the community, Christina
and George Legg have made a donation to the Friends of the Library
to name study room A at the Peninsula Center branch “The Christina
and George Legg Study Room.” Although the Leggs have made many
monetary donations in the past, the idea of sponsoring a study room
appealed to them for the chance to leave a legacy in their name, to
show the community how much they value the library.
The Leggs have called Rolling Hills Estates their home since 1987.
They both worked in Management at Northrop until they retired in
2004 and 2007. Frequent patrons at the Peninsula Center branch,
they consider the library “The centerpiece of the hill. We love the art,
we love the areas where you can read, we love the people, we love the
gift shop!”
Christina received her AA degree from Marymount while working,
and remembers how useful the library was when she was doing
research for her papers. Before the internet made this work easy, she
was dependent on the card catalogue, and was grateful for the help
she received from library staff to track down resources. Christina
went on to get a Bachelor’s degree in Liberal Arts from Mount St.
Mary’s University, but never forgot those days combing through the
stacks of the Palos Verdes Library, looking for information on the
philosopher Kierkegaard.

“This place is a magical spot.”
The Leggs moved to Napa Valley in 2002, where they enjoyed the
natural beauty and quiet pace of life. But they always knew they
would come back to Rolling Hills Estates, and returned in 2012.
They were glad to be back in a suburb not far from the cultural
and intellectual offerings of Los Angeles, and to be in RHE, which
they say is a “special place for us.” One of the attractions that make
it special is the library—which they cherish as a place to keep
their minds engaged. They recall seeing an exhibition of architect
A. Quincy Jones at the Hammer Museum in West Los Angeles in

Donor Wall is Updated

2013, and discovering a large photo of his design for the Peninsula
Center Library. “There we were in Los Angeles, looking at his plan
for the Palos Verdes Library.” The experience reminded them that
the library is a “magical spot” on the peninsula. The Leggs remained
Friends of the Library members for the entire time that they lived in
Napa.
Over the years the couple has donated many books, and they have
also bought countless volumes from the monthly book sales. They
like the idea that they can buy a book from the library, read it,
and then donate it back for someone else to purchase and enjoy.
With their recent donation for the study room, they contribute to
the library’s fiscal well-being, and—just like their philosophy for
recycling books—they are also sharing their thirst for knowledge by
providing a quiet place for others to study and learn and to share.
Additionally, room G is now the “Stegura-Vanden Bos Study Room.”
Library Trustee Debby Stegura says: “We are happy to be able to
donate to the Peninsula Friends of the Library in order to support the
wonderful services that PVLD offers. Our whole family uses PVLD
resources—our children have been coming to PVLD since before
they could read. Even though they are all now on their own, they are
life-long learners, thanks in large part to all that PVLD has to share.”

SBBA Donates Microwave
Thank you to the South Bay Bromeliad Associates (SBBA) for their donation
of a microwave for the Community Room at the Peninsula Center library.
Now people using the room can heat up refreshments when necessary.

Charlie Trujillo updates the Donor Wall to include the
names of new donors of $1,000 or more and donors who
have chosen to give at a higher level than before.
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The SBBA was founded in 1968 by enthusiasts who collect and
nurture tropical plants, notably bromeliads. Regular monthly
meetings are held on the first Sunday of each month in the
Peninsula Center Library Community Room. Guests and
visitors are always welcome. For more information, visit:
http://www.bsi.org/webpages/sbba/.

San Pedro MOMS Club Shares Stories and
Mutual Support
The Wonderful Wednesday Storytime at the Miraleste Library is a
popular meeting spot for the San Pedro MOMS Club. The Young
mothers in this group gather every week in the young reader room with
their children to listen to the stories and to enjoy each other’s company.
On a Wednesday morning in late January, the storyteller was librarian
Kate Rao and the theme was animals—one that easily captured the
imagination and encouraged plenty of physical participation among the
young listeners. After stories and songs, the children created animals of
their own with craft materials set up at tables.
The San Pedro group has about 50 members and is part of the
International Moms Offering Moms Support organization. The
purpose of the clubs is to support moms while also reaching out to the
local community with philanthropic activities. For example, this club,
which has been active for about 20 years, supports Harbor Interfaith
Services, the YWCA and YMCA, and Rainbow Services. Last year
they purchased life jackets for the Cabrillo Beach Youth Water Sports
program and donated hams for Christmas dinners to Harbor Interfaith.
The club raises money through fundraisers and silent auctions. And
because they appreciate the Palos Verdes libraries—especially the
storytimes—they have also made donations to the Friends of the
Library. Monica Weston, a mother of three young girls and currently the
treasurer for the San Pedro Club, says her older daughter met her best
friend while attending the storytime several years ago.
The club members also get together for outings to the aquarium or
local museums as well as playdates. They help each other manage the
daily challenges of being a parent and navigating the logistics of raising
children. They also have a book group and share information and
services not necessarily related to motherhood through networking.

Paul with his mom, Courtney D’Amico (left) and
Jessica Evans with her daughter, Amelia (right)

Jenna Campbell helps out with the animal craft after the storytime.

Olga Harutyunyan listens to
the story with her son Daniel
and baby Ernie (on her lap).

Young reader Persephone
Weston lends a hand to
librarian Kate Rao.
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Friends is the newsletter of the Peninsula
Friends of the Library. Please send comments to
Mary Tavetian, Editor, at mary.tav@verizon.net.

The mission of the Peninsula Friends of the Library is to raise funds
to support the Palos Verdes Library District and to build community
awareness of and enthusiasm for Library services, programs, and needs.

Upcoming Book Sales
Peninsula Center Library
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