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Peninsula Friends
of the Library Annual
Meeting Thursday,
December 3

Historic Malaga Cove Library Shines at
Friends Annual Fundraiser
The Malaga Cove library may have closed for regular business at
5:00 p.m. on Saturday night, the 3rd of October, but it quickly
came back to glittery life when the doors reopened at 6 for the
annual Friends of the Library fundraiser. More than 100 generous
supporters celebrated the 85 years of history at the treasured
Myron Hunt-designed landmark, enjoying live music performed
by the Kaleidoscope Trio, champagne and hors d’oeuvres, and
the premier screening of “Books, Bonds, Buildings: Palos Verdes
Creates a Library.” The 20-minute film, which tells the story of
how the library came to be, was created by Palos Verdes residents
Roy Medawar and Lloyd Greenlund.
The main character in this history was Romayne Martin,
a determined young woman residing in the newly formed
community of Palos Verdes. She was the driving force behind the
creation of the library as well as the first school on the peninsula.
Her character in the movie is played by Laura Heckman—a
filmmaker in her own right—who also happens to be Lloyd
Greenlund’s daughter.
continued on page 10

The annual meeting of
the Peninsula Friends of
the Library will be held on
Thursday, December 3, in
the Peninsula Center Library
Community Room. We
encourage you to attend and
learn what the Friends have
been up to this year and to
observe the election of the
board members for 2016.
President Nancy Mahr will
speak about the support the
Friends have provided and
Library Director Kathy Gould
will talk about the current
status of the library district.
You will have a chance to
meet with the directors and
hear about opportunities to
get involved with PFL and
PVLD.

About the election
The election process is
governed by Peninsula Friends
of the Library Bylaws which
require between 13 and 19
directors to serve on the board
at any time. Board members
are elected for a one-year
term—January 1 through
December 31. Bylaws call for
nominations for election of
Directors to be presented by
a Nominating Committee, but
nominations from the floor
at the annual meeting will
be invited, though no one
may be nominated without
his or her prior consent. PFL
bylaws require approval of
the majority of members
in attendance at the annual
meeting to elect board
members for the new term.
Board officers are elected by
and from the elected directors
at the first meeting of the new
board, which will be held on
Thursday, January 7, 2016.

Annual Meeting: Thursday, December 3
Board meeting: 3:30 pm
Annual reports to members: 4:30 pm
Reception with refreshments: 5:00 pm

PFL Board of Directors 2016 Term Candidates
Janet Bazile
Mark Boujikian
Thomas Chan
Christine Chui
Ron DeFrees

Jane Jones
Alan Kennan
Kaaren Lee
James Lin
Richard Lohrer

Nancy Mahr
David Milam
Lloyd Mistele
Bill Roberts
Mary Tavetian

President’s Message
The relaxing days of summer have ended and fall marks the beginning of a
sequence of activities that bring busy days to all—including the Library District
and the Friends. With the start of school, our libraries are once again filled with
students who come to do homework and research. We are pleased that the
Friends are able to fund some of the databases the students use.
Holidays are around the corner. Children, teens, and adults will find a variety of
programs at the libraries to help them celebrate the season. Again, the Friends will
support these special programs.
The Friends Annual Meeting will be on December 3. This is an important
meeting for Friends members. We will elect directors for the coming year, enjoy
a presentation by Director Kathy Gould on the state of the District, and have
a chance to catch up with old friends and meet new ones. I encourage you to
attend. There are more details in this newsletter.
This is the first Friends newsletter since the passing of our wonderful president
Marion Martelli. She was a dynamic leader who had a strong vision for the work
of the Friends. The current board of directors is committed to continuing Marion’s
direction and will work to make the Peninsula Friends of the Library a key
fundraising arm for the Library District.

Endowment Reaches
One Million
Thanks to the many donors
who knew Marion and shared her
vision for an endowment, we not
only reached but surpassed our
$1 million goal! Here is a list of
the Endowment Donors as of
October 5, 2015:
Mrs. Jimi Andersen
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Ayers
Mr. Edwin R. Berry
Mr. & Mrs. David Callaghan
Continental Development
Corporation
Ms. Constance B. Davenport
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Delpit
Dr. Bob Filep
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Gates

We have asked the community to assist in growing an endowment fund to provide
long-term support for the Library District. This was one of Marion Martelli’s key
goals. We are so pleased with the response to this request. I want to thank all of
you who have supported the endowment. You have provided a strong start and we
will continue to build on this.

Mrs. Jacky Glass

Have a fulfilling few months ahead in 2015. See you on December 3 at our Annual
Meeting.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Koehn

Kathy & Don Gould
Mr. Richard Henke
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Kennan
Mr. & Mrs. Dong Joon Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Mackenbach

Nancy Mahr

Mrs. Nancy Mahr
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Marshall
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Martelli

Remembering Marion Martelli
Friends of the
Library President
Marion Martelli
passed away on
May 25, 2015, after
a valiant battle
with pancreatic
cancer. Anyone who knew Marion knew
that she had “Presence.” She was a
dynamic leader and her can-do attitude
was contagious. Although ill during her
tenure as President of Friends, she was a
force that continually moved the Friends
toward building an Endowment for the
Library’s future. She had the ability to
dream but also the leadership to make the
dreams happen. She will be missed for
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Mr. & Mrs. Ray Martin

her leadership, her friendship, her energy,
her laughter and her amazing bravery.
Marion was born in Brooklyn, New York,
and attended high school and University
in New Jersey. After marrying Vincent
Martelli, she moved to California, settling
first in Redondo Beach and then in Palos
Verdes Estates. Marion earned a BA and
an MBA, was a Certified Management
Accountant, and held a certificate in
community college teaching. She and
Vince formed Vinmar Associates in
1985, which provided engineering
consultation and training to aerospace
and entertainment industries. She
continued on page 9

Mr. & Mrs. Hiroshi Matsuzaki
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Mirels
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Moore
Ms. Loretta H. Patterson &
Mr. Rolf Moeller
Mrs. Pat Paulson
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Reis
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Richards
Ms. Vicki P. Rollins
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Scriba
Mrs. Janet Smith
Ms. Mary L. Steinmetz
Mrs. Betty Field Strauss
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Tittle
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy K. Yu

the chance to meet and buy
work from our local and iconic
artist, Jon Van Hamersveld.

1

1. Jon Van Hamersveld and
guests
2. Don Gould, Kaaren Lee, and
Loretta Patterson
2

Endless Summer Enjoyed at
Malaga Cove
by Kaaren Lee, Director, Peninsula Friends of the Library
What better site to celebrate summer than the Malaga Cove
library patio? On a sunny Sunday in July, the Peninsula Friends
of the Library Membership Committee treated some of our
prospective members to an afternoon of ocean breezes, assorted
appetizers, craft beer compliments of the Strand Brewery, and

Mr. Van Hamersveld is the
artist behind the famous
“Endless Summer” poster.
That is but a small sample
of his work. He was also the
artist behind album covers for
the Beatles “Magical Mystery
Tour,” the Rolling Stones
“Exile on Main Street,” the
Grateful Dead “Skeletons
in the Closet,” and many
more. Guests met Mr. Van
Hamersveld and bought art
work which he generously
signed.
Music that day included
songs from many of the artists
he has worked with including
Jimi Hendrix, Jefferson
Airplane, Cream, and the
Steve Miller Band.
Mr. Van Hamersveld spoke
at the event, sharing that
his mother used to have her
watercolors displayed in the
Malaga Cove Library Gallery.

Sporting beautiful orchid leis
were new lifetime members
to the Peninsula Friends of
the Library, including Virginia
Butler and Les Fishman,
Lowell and Lisa Hill, Kevin and
Caroline Leach, and Wade and
Susan Welch. The Peninsula
Friends of the Library are
delighted to welcome these
new members, as well as the
others who generously joined
that day. The PFL appreciates
your support for our
community’s greatest asset.
We encourage everyone
to please join the Peninsula
Friends of the Library. The
annual membership fee
($25) is nominal and it
provides for services that
benefit everyone in our
community, such as free
WiFi, the Children’s Summer
Reading Program, lectures,
concerts, films, and programs
for seniors. To join go to
www.pvldfriends.org; or for
more information call
(310) 921-7505.

Nancy Mahr is New Friends President
Nancy Mahr, formerly the VP of
Governance for the Friends of the
Library, has assumed the role of
president. She brings plenty of
valuable experience to the job, having
been on the board of directors most
recently since 2012, and serving
as Secretary for one year before
becoming VP in 2014. Nancy was also on the Library Board
for eight years and was on the Friends board before that.
She has a degree in Political Science from Occidental College
and a secondary teaching credential in Social Studies and
English from Cal State Los Angeles. Nancy was born in
California and raised in Pasadena. She taught high school in
Pasadena and Huntington Beach and junior high in Magna,
Utah. She has lived in Rancho Palos Verdes since 1971.
In 1984, Nancy joined the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified
School District as community and governmental relations

assistant to the Superintendent, and in 1991 began working
for PVLD as public information and governmental relations
coordinator. From 1996 to 2006 she was the public
information officer for the LA County Public Library.
Over the years Nancy has volunteered for many organizations,
such as the Girl Scouts, the YWCA, and the Peace Corps.
Since settling in Palos Verdes, she has been active in
numerous community and professional organizations,
including the Palos Verdes PTA, California Library Association
Public Relations and Information committee, the Peninsula
Symphony Association, the League of Women Voters, and
the Palos Verdes Peninsula Coordinating Council. Nancy was
recognized for her significant contributions to her community
by the American Association of University Women (AAUW)
Palos Verdes in 2001 with the branch’s Status of Women
award. The Friends are grateful for her dedication to the
community and support of the Friends and the Library
District.

Fall 2015 | 3

Spirit of Giving Spotlight:
Simple, Tax-Smart,
Flexible… Oh My!
By Mark Boujikian, CFP
Harris Financial Advisors, Inc.
Director, Peninsula Friends of the Library
®

There are very few instances in this world
where you can have your cake and eat
it too. If you want to earn a paycheck,
you have to pay taxes; if you want to
go on a lavish vacation, you’ve got to
use up some of your savings; and if you
want to save for retirement, you can’t
spend the money now. We go through life
constantly weighing the pros and cons
of our decisions and having to deal with
the agony of missed opportunity and
the hindsight bias of “what could have
been.” When it comes to our charitable
inclinations, however, we can have our
cake, and we can sure as heck eat it too!

Maintain control with a DAF
It’s called a Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
and it is a simple way to maintain control
of your gift to charity as you decide which
great cause(s) you want to support. The
best part about it: you get an immediate
tax deduction on the date you make the
contribution to the DAF. What does that
mean? You can make a gift of $10,000
in cash, stocks, bonds, or mutual funds
in 2015, keep the money invested, and
not gift the money to a charity until 2016
when it has possibly grown even further
with investment performance.1
You can set up a DAF through many
brokerage institutions like Charles
Schwab, Vanguard, or Fidelity to name a
few. Once you have opened the account,
you can make a contribution and will get
a tax deduction based on the date
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of that gift. But, you have a nearly
unlimited amount of time to decide which
charities to support.2
Always keep in mind: you can’t take back
your donations once they’ve been made
to the DAF. You can choose to donate
cash, stocks, mutual funds, or other assets
as allowed by your institution. This is a
great way to get the added tax benefit of
avoiding capital gains through the gifting
of appreciated securities.3 Any growth
in your investments is tax-free and you
can take all the time you need to make
the best decision for your philanthropic
desires.
The DAF is a simple, tax-smart and
flexible way to create a giving legacy to
your favorite cause(s) while maintaining
control over which charities you decide
to support, how much you decide to give,
and when you decide to give the gifts. The
common theme is “you.” It’s your legacy;
let your Donor Advised Fund assist you in
building it your way.

Want to know more?
Every individual and family is unique
and it is for that reason we are happy
to discuss any ideas you may have for
your own creative giving ideas to help
maximize your tax benefits and support
your favorite library district. Call the
Friends office today at (310) 921-7505
and Loretta Patterson can help you
explore the many ways the Friends of
the Library can help you maximize your
charitable impact, while you help support
the Palos Verdes Library District in its
mission to help our community.

Investment always comes with risk; weigh the
risk and return potential of any investment you
make because the account can go down in value.
1

You may be required to give a minimum
amount every few years; reference your
institution’s requirements for more information.

From a Summer
Reading Program
Fan…
Library Director Kathy Gould
recently received this email from
a patron whose granddaughters
participated in the summer reading
program sponsored by the Friends
of the Library:

Hi:
Yesterday I got to take
my granddaughters to
the PV Library so they
could get their badges
and certificates, and I
was blown away by the
joy and confidence they
derived from the summer
reading program. So thank
you for your direction
and encouragement.
When they showed me
how they checked books
out electronically, I was
amazed. I can’t do that in
the supermarket.
Again, thanks,
Judy

2

Request a copy of the article titled “Making Your
Difference: Gift-Smart Strategies for the Charitably
Inclined” for more info on the great benefits of
gifting of appreciated securities.
3

Thank you, Judy, for letting us
know!

Grateful Patron Speaks Up
From Monique Leahey Sugimoto, Archivist and Adult Services
Librarian, Local History Center
One of our frequent patrons told me today how thankful and
happy she was to have our assistance when she is using the
computer. Not only has she “learned so much,” but said that she
is doing things now that she thought she would never be able to
do or pursue.

“The stories are just
coming out now!”
Monique Sugimoto, Vanessa Smith,
Georgiana Rosenkranz, and her mother

Film “75 Years in the Making”
Premiered at Malaga Cove Library
On June 27, the Palos Verdes Library District hosted a
premiere showing of “75 Years in the Making: Reflections
on Palos Verdes Estates” at the Malaga Cove library. The
40-minute film presents a historical snapshot of the city
and the peninsula through live interviews with longtime
PVE residents and members of the community. The
interviews were conducted last year on the occasion of
the city’s 75th anniversary by the filmmaker, Vanessa
Smith, and Local History Center volunteer Ann Hinchliffe.
Monique Leahey Sugimoto of the Local History Center
coordinated the project, and community members and
Local History Center volunteers provided photographs and
scans for the video. Vanessa Smith, whose family has lived
in Palos Verdes Estates since the 1940s, shot and edited
the film. If you’d like to see it, copies are available for
checkout at the libraries. Or watch it on Youtube:
youtube.com/watch?v=Ihir7spdsbo

She says from a young age she really liked writing and books,
but didn’t think she could do anything with either. As she gets
more and more familiar (and comfortable) with the computer,
the stories “are just coming out” and she doesn’t “know where
they are coming from” and that she just has to pursue them.
She really appreciates our assistance.

Website Facelift
If you haven’t already, be sure to check out
the new Friends of the Library website at
www.pvldfriends.org.

Members of the community watching the film
chrisobrion.com
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Volunteers Appreciated!
On Tuesday, May 12, the Peninsula Friends of the
Library hosted the annual Volunteer Luncheon
at the Palos Verdes Golf Club. More than 150
volunteers and PVLD staff attended and awards
were given to the volunteers who had banked the
most hours over the years. Thank you to all the
PFL and PVLD volunteers who donated a total of
20,836 hours in 2014.
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In California, a volunteer hour is valued at $26.34;
so our volunteers contributed a value of $548,820 in
services to our library district. Thank you Volunteers!
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Storyteller Sculpture Dedicated at Malaga Cove
The next time you visit the Malaga Cove Library, check out “The Storyteller”
sculpture in the main garden in front of the lower level gallery. The sculpture
is a gift from Marilyn and John Long of Palos Verdes and the Long Family
Foundation (LFF), generous supporters of the Palos Verdes Library District.
The Longs commissioned renowned Laguna Beach sculptor Michael Ezzell
to create the work and it was dedicated on Saturday, May 2, at an unveiling
and reception attended by more than 75 people. The Long Family Foundation
also commissioned an outdoor sculpture at the Peninsula Center Library,
“Balancing Knowledge” (bottom left) by Los Angeles artist Brad Howe,
in 2008.
Marilyn Long, President and Executive Director for the Long Family
Foundation, said, “We, as human beings, all hunger for beauty in this
world and sculpture adds richness to our lives. It enhances a community
that is artistic, vibrant, and energetic. Sculpture is free to all people. This
sculpture is outdoors; you don’t need to buy a ticket to see it. It stimulates
conversation and enriches us. Sculpture provides a platform for an artist to
bring creativity, innovation, and imagination to weave a story that others can
enjoy.” She added, “The LFF dedicated the sculpture to the Friends of the
Library, an all-volunteer membership organization founded in 1961 to raise
funds and enhance the services and programs at the three libraries. If you’d
like to see more photos of the dedication event, visit the Friends website at
www.pvldfriends.org.

Study Room N Named for Dr. Robert Chui
Study Room N with a celebration on
September 30. Christine remembered
her kind and loving husband, and her
children, Jacqueline and Michael, read
poems they had written in honor of
their father.

Friends director Christine Chui has
honored her late husband by making
a generous donation in his memory
to name one of the small study rooms
in the Peninsula Center Library. The
family and a few close friends dedicated
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Dr. Robert Tak-Kwong Chui was a noted
ear, nose, and throat physician in the San
Gabriel Valley. He was born in Hong Kong
and immigrated to the United States with
his family in 1959. Dr. Chui received his
bachelor’s degree from Occidental College
and attended John Hopkins’ Medical
School in Baltimore, Maryland, before
doing his ENT residency at the University
of Iowa. After graduation, Dr. Chui won
first place at the National Board Exam. He
enjoyed playing bridge, traveling around
the world, and managing his family’s real
estate business. He is survived by his wife,
Christine, and children.

Rooms Still Waiting for
a Name!
There are still 12 small study rooms
available for naming. What better way
to let your community know how much
you value the library? For just $5,000,
you can dedicate one of these rooms in
your name or the name of a loved family
member or friend.
For more information, please
contact Loretta Patterson, Director of
Development, at (310) 921-7505 or
lpatterson@pvldfriends.org.

Kathy Gould Receives Library
Director Award
By Kay Cooperman Jue, Board of Library Trustees
The California Public
Library Advocates
have selected the Palos
Verdes Library District’s
Katherine Gould for their
2015 Library Director
Award. The award will be
presented November 5 at
an awards dinner during
the California Library
Association’s annual
conference in Pasadena.
In announcing the award, the CPLA judges lauded Gould’s
“outstanding work on behalf of your community. Thank
you for making a difference.”
The award recognizes exceptional work with a board of
trustees or friends of the library or a library foundation.
All award candidates from throughout California were
nominated by individuals involved in those library support
groups.

Marion Martelli, continued from page 2

belonged to the American Association of University Women
(AAUW) and was President for four years. Prior to joining AAUW,
Marion was active in the South Bay Chapter of Women in
Management where she held several board positions including
Newsletter Editor and President. In 1986, Marion was a recipient
of the South Bay Chapter’s Women of the Year Award.
Among her countless charitable activities, she volunteered at
Harbor Interfaith Services in the food pantry and served on the
Board of Directors for six years. In 2010 she joined the Board of
Peninsula Friends of the Library, and brought great enthusiasm
to the board, editing the newsletter, focusing on the mission and
building an endowment for the future of the library.
Marion was warmly remembered by her family and friends
on June 13 at the Malaga Cove Library. Long-time friend and
fellow Friends Board Director Jane Jones characterized Marion’s
legacy with these words: “Leadership, Enthusiasm, Creativity,
Intelligence, Team Work, Fun, Devotion, Inspiration, Love,
Friendship, Laughter, Exemplary, Accountant, Organized,
Volunteer, Teacher. The Friends would like to express our
gratitude to Marion and Vince’s many friends and acquaintances
for their generosity in donating to the Endowment Fund in
Marion’s memory.”

Gould was nominated by Nancy Mahr, president of the
Peninsula Friends of the Library and a past member of the
library district’s Board of Library Trustees.
“I was a Trustee for eight years and saw how she
transformed the District into a modern, community
involved library,” Mahr wrote of Gould in her nomination
papers. Mahr noted Gould’s many community
involvements, her leadership role with the California
Library Association, her assistance to members of the
Board of Library Trustees and strong support of the Friends
of the Library’s fundraising efforts.
Gould has been district director since 2004. She earned
her bachelor’s degree from Brandon University in Canada
and holds a Master of Science in Library and Information
Management from USC. She worked as a public and
special librarian before taking a career detour, during
which she held a variety of management and executive
positions in the private sector before returning to libraries
in her current position. Gould lives in Redondo Beach with
her husband Don – also a librarian – and their two dogs.
CPLA is a statewide organization for library boards, library
friends groups and library foundations. Its mission is
strengthening California libraries through advocacy and
education.

Musician Laura Wang Performs at
Malaga Cove Story Time
Young patrons at the Malaga Cove Library story times on
August 3 were treated to a live performance by Peninsula High
School student Laura Wang who played her Chinese Zither for
both sessions. Linda Crecy Flint, the Young Readers Librarian,
said “Everyone enjoyed the soothing sounds of the beautiful
soulful music she played. I read three books and she played
three songs in alternation.” To see more photos, go to
www.flickr.com/photos/pvld/albums/72157654513457103.
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Malaga Cove, continued from page 1

Heckman gracefully captured the optimism of the 1920s
and brought to life the energy of Romayne Martin. The same
enthusiastic atmosphere pervaded the evening’s festivities,
as guests enjoyed period jazz in a library that, thanks to the
generous support of donors, has been restored to its 1930
look and feel. The Malaga Cove Library Advisory Committee,
led by library volunteer and benefactor Pat Foltz, really outdid
themselves in hosting this event! If you were not able to attend
the celebration, we sincerely hope we’ll see you at the next one.
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To Addressee or Current Resident

Friends is the newsletter of the
Peninsula Friends of the Library.
Please send comments to Mary Tavetian,
Editor, at mary.tav@verizon.net.

The mission of the Peninsula Friends of the Library is to
raise funds to support the Palos Verdes Library District
and to build community awareness of and enthusiasm
for Library services, programs, and needs.

Upcoming Library
Book Sales
Peninsula Friends of the Library
Board of Directors
Officers

Directors

Nancy Mahr, President
Alan Kennan, Treasurer
Ron DeFrees, Secretary

Janet Baszile
Mark Boujikian
Tom Chan
Christine Chui
Jane Jones

Kaaren Lee
James Lin
Richard Lohrer
Lloyd Mistele
Bill Roberts
Mary Tavetian
Gail Tierney

Peninsula Center Library
November 5 - 8
December 3 - 6
January 7 - 10
February 4 - 7

March 3 - 6
April 7 - 10
May 5 - 8
June 2 - 5

Malaga Cove Library
November 20 - 21
December 11 - 12
January 15 - 16
February 19 - 20

March 18 - 19
April 15 - 16
May 20 - 21
June 17 - 18

