
PVLD Offers New Programs  
for Boomers and Beyond 
Are you over the age of 55 and looking for ways to 
improve your lifestyle? Do you want to try out a 
Tai Chi class, or learn about healthy cooking, with 
no commitment? Then you should check out the 
Boomers and Beyond program. 

The Palos Verdes Library District received a 
grant from the California State Library through 
the Library Services and Technology Act to put 
together a series of programs for the 55 and over 
crowd. This series covers topics on health care, 
self-care, wealth management, technology, art, 
and more. Programs run through June 2018, and 
no registration is necessary. 

We are also working with several local organizations to host these programs in new 
and exciting locales for our patrons all along the PV Peninsula. Check out our program 
listings here:  pvld.org/celebrate/boomers  

If you have any questions, contact Librarians Laura Ishizaka 
(lishizaka@pvld.org) or Deb Ripley (dripley@pvld.org) or 
call the Adult Reference Desk for more information at 
(310) 377-9584 ext. 601.

We hope to see you soon at some of these exciting programs! 

Norris Foundation Gives PFL $45,000 Grant
The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation has been supporting Sunday Hours at 
Peninsula Center Library since 2010.  Because of their support, we are one of the few 
libraries that are open on Sunday. Sunday is typically family day at Peninsula Center 
Library.  Children are anxious to get to the Young Reader’s area, adults head for the 
travel section or the newspapers, teen’s hang out together to read, do homework 
and socialize. Not only does the library value the Norris Foundation’s support, the 
community thrives on its support of Sunday Hours.

This year, the Norris Foundation gave $45,000 to the Peninsula Friends of the Library to 
support PVLD, an increase of $5,000 from last year. The Friends and PVLD are sincerely 
grateful for the Foundation’s ongoing support and its vital contribution to keeping our 
libraries strong.
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Villa Narcissa Enchants 
at Friends Annual Gala
Thank you to all the loyal Friends and 
sponsors who helped make the evening 
truly enchanted at Villa Narcissa, the 
Vanderlip family’s beautiful home, on 
Sunday, September 10. More than 200 
guests showed their commitment to 
our libraries—and their enthusiasm 
for dressing historically —at the 2017 
fundraising gala.  

Sponsors donated $43,000 and individual 
ticket sales contributed $29,600 to the 
total amount collected for PFL. Plus, 
the live auction, conducted by Nick Di 
Nieri, brought in another $4,680. These 
funds are critical to supporting PVLD’s 
programs and services, and we could 
never do it without all the members of 
our community who give so freely.

PFL is grateful to the Vanderlip family 
for opening their home to the Friends 
for this event. PFL also thanks these 
generous sponsors, who were critical to 
the success of this evening:

William & Patricia Foltz

Fred & Gertrude Perlberg Foundation

The Jacqueline Glass Family

Malaga Bank

Avadesh Agarwal

Jimi Andersen

Christine Chui

Continental Development Corporation

Dottie and Paul Keye

Dick and Ruth Lohrer

Nancy Mahr

continued on page 6

https://pvld.org/celebrate/boomers  
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drifting gently across the lawn and 
into the gallery—a truly unique and 
delightful setting in which to begin your 
life together.  For information, go to:  
pvld.org/wedding

Introducing the New 
Adult Services Manager
Meet Leticia Polizzi, our new Adult 
Services Manager.  She previously 
worked for the Los Angeles County 
Public Library as the Community 
Engagement Coordinator for all 87 
community libraries.  She started her 
career as an adult services librarian 
and progressively moved up in the 
organization as a Community Library 
Manager at three different libraries.

She is local, having grown up in 
Harbor City and worked in local 
museums prior to going to library 
school.  Please welcome her to PVLD.  

PFL President’s Message 
Another outstanding annual event, An Enchanted Evening at the beautiful Villa 
Narcissa, was attended by over 200 hundred enthusiastic Friends. Thanks to them and 
our sponsors, the evening was not only thoroughly enjoyed by our Friends but was a 
financial success as well.

The 15 members of our Board of Directors are doing a wonderful job overseeing the 
business of the Friends. We are within our budget for both expenses and income for 
the year. The biggest undertaking recently is updating our website. Stay tuned for its 
debut in 2018.

Naming Opportunities continue to hold interest for those who want to financially 
support the Friends and the library, and many areas in all branches are still available 
for your name to be on them. We are so thankful to have so many members of the 
Friends and want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to you and especially to our many 
generous donors. It is never too late to be a Friend!

Jane Jones

Naming Opportunities 
Available
The last Bookmarks and Friends 
newsletter recognized the generous 
people who chose to make a gift to the 
Friends by naming a study room. If you’d 
also like to show your appreciation for 
PVLD, there are still plenty of places in all 
three branches waiting for your name or 
the name of a loved one. Here are some 
of the places available:

Peninsula Center Library

 ■ Local History Archive Lab
 ■ Mezzanine
 ■ Library Shop
 ■ Foyer
 ■ Community Room
 ■ Young Readers Reference Desk
 ■ Storytime Theater
 ■ Circulation Desk
 ■ Friends Administrative Office

Malaga Cove Library
 ■ Adult Reading Room
 ■ Computer Lab (Mezzanine)
 ■ Children’s Room
 ■ Circulation Desk
 ■ Foyer
 ■ Community Room

Miraleste Library
 ■ Reference Desk
 ■ Children’s Area
 ■ Conference Room
 ■ Circulation Desk

The Annex

For information, please contact Loretta 
Patterson at lpatterson@pvldfriends.org 
or 310-921-7505.

Do We Have Your Email?
2018 promises to be a busy year for the 
Friends of the Library, and we want to 
be able to share the latest news with 
you when it happens. To guarantee that 
you’ll get up-to-date information, please 
make sure we have your email.  Just send 
a message to friends@pvldfriends.org. 

A DAY LIKE NO OTHER
weddings at the malaga cove library

Getting Married? Say 
“I do” at Malaga Cove!
It’s no secret that the garden and 
fountain next to the Malaga Cove 
Library make a great location for 
creating special photos. Now, PVLD is 
pleased to announce that the library 
and surrounding area can be rented for 
Wedding ceremonies and receptions. 

The Malaga Cove Library offers an 
intimate, relaxed, and romantic venue 
close by the spectacular Palos Verdes 
coastline. The Mediterranean Revival 
style building was designed by noted 
architect Myron Hunt in 1929, with 
a large classical gallery adjoining 
a picturesque garden designed by 
the Olmsted brothers, whose father 
designed Central Park in New York City. 

These two charming spots are linked by 
a wall of French doors and a PV stone 
walkway. Enjoy the cool ocean breeze 

https://pvld.org/wedding
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hard-to-find titles, classic films, and series from The Great 
Courses, The Criterion Collection, and PBS, among many others. 

Users will also be able to access Kanopy through a variety of 
devices and platforms, including Roku, Apple TV, iOS and 
Android. Kanopy is free for anyone with a library card; to start 
streaming, visit pvld.org/kanopy. 

PVLD Director Announces Retirement
Palos Verdes Library 
District Director Kathy 
Gould has announced she 
is retiring from the post 
she’s held for 14 years, 
effective June 30. The Board 
of Library Trustees has 
hired Sacramento-based 
executive recruitment firm 
Bob Murray and Associates 
to oversee the search for 
her replacement. 

Gould assumed the directorship at an unsettled time in the 
district’s history. With her unique background of private-sector 
management experience and knowledge of library science, she 
was able to restructure the organization and work with the staff, 
the library board, and the community to transform it into the 
respected library system that it is today. 

Kathy was born, and spent her childhood, in Santa Barbara 
before moving to Manitoba, Canada where she attended high 
school and college. After graduating from Brandon University 
she received her Master of Science in Library and Information 
Management from the University of Southern California. She 
worked briefly as a public librarian and as a corporate librarian 
before her career shifted away from libraries and she spent 15 
years in a variety of management and executive positions in the 
mining and manufacturing industries in New Zealand, Australia, 
and Kentucky before taking on her current role of District 
Director. 

As District Director, Gould oversees the operation of three 
library branches plus the Annex facility for teens, an $8.8 million 
budget, and a staff of 91. 

Throughout her tenure she has actively represented the district 
in the local, library, and special district communities, has built 
strong relationships with the Palos Verdes Unified School 
District, the four Peninsula cities, the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
Chamber of Commerce and other community organizations, 
and with city, county, state and federal elected officials. Gould 
also has worked with the Peninsula Friends of the Library to 
raise funds and recruit volunteers for the library.

The library board is seeking public input as it embarks on its 
search for a new District Director. Those with ideas they’d like to 
share are encouraged to submit them via the District’s website 
at pvld.org.

Stream With hoopla and Kanopy
PVLD is excited to announce the public availability of two new 
services that make thousands of movies, audiobooks, music 
titles, and more available to library card holders. 

Hoopla - Download & stream movies & TV, ebooks, 
eaudiobooks, music, comics 

Thousands of movies, TV shows, music albums, comics, and 
audiobooks are all available for mobile and online access 
through a new partnership with hoopla digital. All you need is 
a valid library card.

Card holders can download the free hoopla digital mobile app 
on their Android or iOS device or visit hoopladigital.com 
to begin enjoying thousands of titles from major Hollywood 
studios, record companies and publishers—available to 
borrow for instant streaming or temporary downloading to 
smartphones, tablets, and computers. 

Hoopla has a simple sign-up and attractive, easy-to-use 
interface. Plus, there’s no waiting to borrow popular movies, TV 
shows, albums, or audiobooks. And hoopla’s automatic return 
feature eliminates late fees. 

To access the system on your mobile device, you need to first 
download the free hoopla digital app from the App Store on 
your Android or iOS device. You don’t need to download an 
app or extension for your internet browser.  

For more information please visit pvld.org/hoopla.

Kanopy - Streaming movie service 

The popular on-demand video streaming service Kanopy is now 
available for free to PVLD card holders. You can access Kanopy 
and sign up to start streaming films on demand instantly by 
visiting pvld.org/kanopy. 

Offering what the New York Times calls a “Garden of cinematic 
delights,” Kanopy showcases more than 30,000 titles, including 
award-winning documentaries and acclaimed films, rare and 

http://pvld.org/kanopy
http://www.pvld.org
http://hoopladigital.com
https://www.pvld.org/hoopla
https://www.pvld.org/kanopy
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Don Crocker
Paintings

March 2018

Malaga Cove Library & Art Gallery

Malin Rigby
Artworks

May 2018

Peninsula Center Library

South Bay Audubon Society
Photographs

February 2018

Malaga Cove Library & Art Gallery

Reception February 3, 2  - 5 pm

Artist Talk, February 10, 2 pm

PVLD Staff Art Show
From Behind the Bookshelf

February 2018

Peninsula Center Library

Reception February 9, 4 - 6 pm

Art Exhibitions, Past and Future
Thank you to everyone who came to our Annual Art 
Show reception. It was hugely successful!  More than 250 
people attended the party.  One patron who enjoyed the 
show had this to say: 

“Thank you to the Friends of the Library for their support of the Community Art Show. 
I have been attending for years, and the 2017 show last Saturday was the best one yet. 
Such a fun night with an excellent turnout and great vibe. ... I saw many people I know 
from my son’s elementary school days. Many people from off and on the Hill gathering 
together to support the Library and the arts. Oh, that we could have more of that 
community feel in our country!” 

More exciting exhibitions will be lining the walls and halls at the Peninsula Center and 
Malaga Cove libraries over the next few months. We hope you can check them out:

Students Can Now 
Access PVLD Resources 
Online With School ID
 In cooperation with the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Unified School District, PVLD 
is pleased to announce a new type of 
virtual library card for students. Using 
their school-issued student IDs, students 
can log on to the PVLD Research page to 
access all the resources on the library’s 
website except Hoopla & Kanopy. 

This virtual Student Success card also 
makes accessible a wide variety of 
services offered through the website, 
such as reading recommendations, 
test preparation, research databases, 
downloadable e-books, and homework 
help with tutors available to work with 
students online. There are no fines and 
the virtual card will never expire.

To use the card, a student goes to  
pvld.org/research and selects the 
research item he wants. At the Login 
screen, he enters his Student Success 
card number which consists of his 6-digit 
student ID number plus a prefix of 
29350888; for example: 29350888xxxxxx 
(where xxxxxx is the student ID number). 
Some library resources require a last 
name to log in; in this case, “student” 
should be entered as the last name. 
No other information is required, and 
student privacy is always protected.

Need more help? Ask a librarian at 
one of our branches, or contact us at 
pvld.org/contact.

Jazz & Swing A to Z 
Returns
Dr. Thom David Mason is returning this 
spring with another series of lectures on 
Jazz history. The retired Professor and 
Founder of the Jazz Studies Department 
at the Thornton School of Music, USC, 
fills his multi-media presentations 
with musical examples, rare photos, 
film clips, humorous stories, and live 
demonstrations that stimulate, educate, 
and entertain.  

Please join us in the Peninsula Center 
Community room for these free, entirely 
new lectures.

http://pvld.org/research
http://pvld.org/contact
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Staring Down the Blank Page at Writers’ Workshop
by Joshua Peck 

The blank page is one of the most terrifying prospects for a writer and more often 
than not, he or she faces that dastardly page completely alone. But, it doesn’t have 
to be that way. The Palos Verdes Library District’s National Writing Month program 
helps writers in not only the craft of writing but also fosters communication within 
members of the community while they create pieces of fiction, non-fiction, or poetry. 

In November, PVLD facilitated its third month-long program that includes workshops 
and writing events. Each year registration has increased and has nearly doubled 
from the first year with over 80 writers participating in the National Writing 
Month program in 2017. Two of 
the workshops this year focused on 
business-related elements of writing. 
Siel Ju presented on how to build an 
author platform while Jennie Nash 
discussed navigating the complex 
world of publishing. We also had 
professor and editor Kate Gale 
speak in detail about various editing 
strategies. 

The workshops are hopefully 
informative, entertaining, and helpful, 
but one of the favorite aspects of 
the program from the perspective 
of qualified participants is the 
publication of an anthology with 
the opportunity to read material in 
public. Each person will receive a 
copy of the anthology and multiple copies 
are placed in the PVLD catalog for checkout 
by library patrons. Lastly, on January 16th, we’ll have a celebration for the anthology’s 
publication with select writers chosen to read their work. For some, the program is 
the first time they’ve been published or shared their work with the community. Take 
that dastardly blank page! 

For information about PVLD’s National Writing Month program or the January 
reading, please contact Joshua at jpeck@pvld.org or 310-921-7514.

LA Opera Talks Coming to the Library
The Palos Verdes Library District, in partnership with LA Opera, is pleased to present 
a series of Opera Talks featuring discussions on Candide, Orpheus & Eurydice, and 
Rigoletto. The series will kick off Monday,  January 8, 2018, with an introductory 
lecture on opera. Please join us in the Peninsula Center Library community room. 
This is a free program for the community.

Mondays, 2 - 3 pm: 
 ■ January 8:  Intro to Opera 

 ■ February 12:  Candide

 ■ March 12:  Orpheus & Eurydice

 ■ April 9:  Rigoletto

Jennie Nash leads a workshop

Tuesdays, 1 - 3 pm: 
 ■ March 6:  Count Basie and Friends

 ■ March 13:  Women Who Play Jazz and 
Swing

 ■ March 20:  Blues Stars of Jazz and 
Swing

 ■ March 27:  Jazz and Swing in the 50s 
and 60s

 ■ April 3:  Jazz and Swing in the 70s 
and 80s

 ■ April 10:  Jazz and Swing from the 90s 
to the Present

Be a Hero! At the Living 
History Museum
With the start of the new year, PVLD 
is beginning preparations for the 
Living History Museum of African 
American Heroes which takes place 
at the Peninsula Center Library in late 
February. Children of any background in 
K – 8th grade are invited to research an 
important African American and portray 
their hero at our museum. 

Kids who participate in this acclaimed 
event can work with student mentors to 
learn about American history, develop 
awesome public speaking skills, and 
uncover a depth of empathy no matter 
what race or background they come 
from. PVLD librarians will help the kids 
learn effective research techniques and 
all participants receive a certificate of 
achievement. A teacher may even give 
you extra credit!  Contact Laura Henry at 
lhenry@pvld.org for information on how 
your child can be part of this unique 
experience. 
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programming films for PVLD because 
he loves picking out interesting movies 
to share and believes watching them 
should be a communal experience, that 
it’s better to watch with other people 
because then “We’re truly engaged 
with the community.” He also likes how 
he can connect individually with the 
people who come to his programs. “I 
love that element of my job; we want 
to make the best library possible for the 
community.” 

Joshua is also in charge of the PVLD 
Writer’s program and is a writer himself. 
He has self-published online zines —
Unpaved Road, The Sweet Spot—and 
has written novels, poetry, and songs. 
He enjoys all aspects of the craft, 
including the tools; he is a big fan of 
manual typewriters and owns quite a 
few. He also likes the feel of writing with 
fountain pens and collects those as well. 
“I’m old-school” he says.

Joshua’s other interests include 
photography (his work has been 
shown in solo and group exhibitions), 
so of course he collects cameras. He 
currently owns 20 of them, all analog. 
And discovering new music has been 
a life-long passion. For Joshua, living a 
creative and curious life is what matters. 
He says “As long as you have the thirst 
for reading and knowledge – that’s the 
thing.” 

If you’d like to see some of his work, go 
to joshuablevinspeck.com or check 
out his collection of blog posts and 
essays, 24 Frames a Second, from—you 
guessed it—the Palos Verdes Library!

Joshua’s Favorites

Here are a few of Joshua’s all-time 
favorite movies:
 ■ Goodfellas 

 ■ Bicycle Thieves 

 ■ The Bad News Bears [1976]

 ■ Annie Hall

 ■ The Lady Eve

Favorite director:  Martin Scorsese

Favorite actor:  Daniel Day Lewis

Favorite actress:  Jennifer Jason Leigh

Favorite genre:  Screwball comedies from 
the 1930s/1940s

Gala (continued from page 1)

List of sponsors, continued:

Ray and Diana Martin

Lloyd & Elaine Mistele

James & Lois Moore

Robert and Sharron Parke

Pat Paulson

Premier Bank of Palos Verdes

A few photos from the event appear 
on page 7.  For more, check out the 
Enchanted Evening photo album at:

flickr.com/photos/
peninsulafriendsofthelibrary/
albums/72157685101535862

Thank you to Peninsula High School 
Senior Anna Chen, our photographer!

 

Meet Movie Curator, 
Librarian Joshua Peck
If you had to reduce Joshua Peck’s 
obsessions to just three things, they 
would be books, movies, and music. 
Luckily we don’t have to, because this 
PVLD Librarian has many passions and 
an unquenchable curiosity that he brings 
to work every day.

Raised in rural Oklahoma in a family that 
set no restrictions on learning, Joshua 
remembers that “From a young age I 
was never told I couldn’t read, watch, or 
hear anything.” His mother encouraged 
broad reading and openness to all kinds 
of music and films. She frequently took 
him to see rock bands—he attended an 
Elvis concert when he was just 5—and he 
read The Godfather at the age of 14.

Joshua has lived in Los Angeles for six 
years and enjoys the vitality of the city. 
Still, he believes nothing compares to the 
genuine kindness of Oklahomans and 
the quiet pace of life in his home town of 
Pryor Creek, 50 miles northeast of Tulsa. 
Oklahoma is a magnet for him, drawing 
him back three or four times a year.

Despite a deep love for Oklahoma, 
Joshua is keenly interested in the world 
beyond and has travelled extensively, 
visiting every state in the country, and 
has lived in Seattle, England, Hungary, 
and New York. His wanderlust may 
come from his grandparents who 
were sharecroppers and itinerant farm 
workers, following the harvests from 
Seattle to California, New Mexico, and 
back north again.

In Palos Verdes, Joshua is probably best 
known for his popular film series at the 
library—Classics@Noon, Cine-Monde, 
and Multiplex—which all draw big 
crowds every month. His obsession with 
movies started at an early age and has 
never waned; he watches hundreds every 
year. He has taught film classes and been 
a film and music critic for 20 years.

Film programming is not new for Joshua. 
He was doing this for years in Tulsa 
where he selected movies for a historic 
movie theater. But he’s very happy now 

http://joshuablevinspeck.com
https://flickr.com/photos/peninsulafriendsofthelibrary/albums/72157685101535862
https://flickr.com/photos/peninsulafriendsofthelibrary/albums/72157685101535862
https://flickr.com/photos/peninsulafriendsofthelibrary/albums/72157685101535862
https://www.flickr.com/photos/peninsulafriendsofthelibrary 
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The mission of the Peninsula 
Friends of the Library is to raise 
funds to support the Palos Verdes 
Library District and to build 
community awareness of and 
enthusiasm for Library services, 
programs, and needs. 

Bookmarks and Friends  is 
the newsletter of PVLD and 
the Peninsula Friends of the 
Library. Please send comments 
to Mary Tavetian, Editor, at  
mtavetian@gmail.com. 
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BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Brian Campbell
Kay Cooperman Jue
James D. Moore
Debby Stegura
Kingston Wong

The Palos Verdes Library District is a nationally recognized, award-
winning library system serving all four cities on the beautiful Palos 
Verdes Peninsula. We collaborate with our community to create 
environments for learning and inspiration, and to share the unique 
history of the Peninsula. PVLD is an independent special district 
governed by a publicly elected Board of Trustees.

 Upcoming Library Book Sales 
   Peninsula Center Malaga Cove

    January  4 - 7  January 19 - 20

    February  1 - 4 February 16 - 17

    March 1 - 4 March 16 - 17

    April  5 - 8 April 20 - 21

    May 3 - 6 May 18 - 19

    June 7 - 10 June 15 - 16

    July 12 - 15 July 20 - 21

“Beginning” by Yuko Royston and 
“Orange Jellyfish” by Margaret Yuko Tan 

from the Art in Our Community exhibition
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